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Abstract

This paper aims at an examination of the two concepts of the prior (mutagaddim) and
the posterior (muta’ahhir) in Islamic philosophy. I argue that the very possibility of
philosophical thought rests on taking into account these two concepts. Careful exami-
nation of the Islamic philosophical texts, as they exegetically engaged Aristotelian
corpus, reveals the importance of the concepts of ‘the prior’ and ‘posterior) in that
these concepts establish the idea of order. The prior’s role is genuinely distinct from
that of the posterior. Not only the latter follows the former, but it is rather governed
and conditioned by it. Demonstration (al-burhan), for example, depends on some
prior, initial, and necessary premises. The natural science also has its own prerequi-
site; even metaphysics is unconceivable without assuming the primacy of the law of
non-contradiction. Indeed, the learning of philosophy, if done according to a formal
curriculum, can't take place without a prior knowledge of mathematics, according to
Plato suggests, or logic, as suggested by Aristotle. Based on such considerations, this
paper concludes that the category of the prior establishes the basis for initiating a
philosophical thinking, and provides both a necessary condition for its development,
and a constructive settlement of controversies between sciences.
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