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Abstract (English Orthographic Version)

Contextual Deletion in English and Arabic:

An Optimality Theory Account

The study aimed at introducing a comparative and contrastive phonological analysis of
contextual deletion in English, specifically Pacific Northwest English (PNW English), and
Arabic, specifically Ta'izzi Yemeni Arabic (TY Arabic), with an emphasis on the segment /t/
within the framework of Optimality Theory (OT). Two experiments were conducted to account
for the target phenomenon and find scientific answers to the research questions. Seven English
speakers and seven Arabic speakers were selected randomly. A variety of tools and instruments
were utilized, such as phones, headphones, email applications, computers, and Praat software.
Recordings of data were carried out in very quiet places. However, actual non-participant
observation was used for approaching the Arabic variety as well, due to inadequate Arabic data
collected through the audio recordings. Findings revealed that t-deletion, in general, is an output-
oriented phenomenon. Simple surface t-deletion and Complex surface t-deletion are the major
types of output surfaces. In the case of deletion with simple surface, Parallel-Optimality Theory
(P-OT) (Prince & Smolensky, 1993/2004) was employed to introduce a theoretical analysis. In
the case of deletion with complex surface, Harmonic Serialism (HS) (McCarthy, 2000, 2002,
2010a; 2016, 2018; Prince & Smolensky, 1993/2004) and Moraic Theory (Hayes, 1989) were
employed. Although the phonemic t-deletion is motivated by generative perspectives, it is
language-specific under certain conditions. Nevertheless, its loss in both English and Arabic
does not carry a loss of meaning. It is motivated by the frequency of use, intelligibility, and
acceptability. It may, however, confuse non-native speakers of either English or Arabic. The
study closed with a discussion of its findings, contribution to the existing research, limitations,

and suggestions for future research.
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