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English Abstract:

Religion is one of the basic concepts in Malik Bennabi's thought, and analytical tools that characterize his
civilizational perspective. He applied it in the study of civilization in its rise and fall course. He called it (the religious
idea), which is — in his point of view- the catalyzer that provide the atmosphere for the interaction between the primary
elements of civilization.

To discuss the role of religion in civilization building according to Bennabi, this paper addresses; his concepts of
civilization and religion, then his view of the role played by religion in civilization building, so as to define the concept
of the religious idea which Bennabi developed and gave it an important role in civilization building.

The research paper found that Bennabi conceptualized religion as a cosmic and historical pattern and law that
govemns thought. Moreover, it is fitrah (Innate nature) that Allah has created people upon it. In addition, religion alone
is the catalyst of the civilizational values by providing the atmosphere in which the individual and community ego, and
by its intervention in the organization of human thought and directing its energies to purposes beyond the daily life
{(hereafier) through realization of the spiritual relationship between Allah and human being in the social relationship
forms, as well as through the provision of the moral law, which gives value 1o what a person does and lives.
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