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Woman between Islam and the West
Debates and Challenges

By/ Dr. Abdu Mukhtar Musa

Associate Professor of political science

The Islamic University of Omdurman
Abstract

The status of woman has become one of the most controversial issues
nowadays. It has become part and parcel of the literature that characterizes the
trend of globalism — which includes such issues as democracy, rational
governance and human rights.

The issue was, and is still, one of the questions through which the secular
West criticizes Islam by misinterpreting several concepts and practices in Islam
and Muslim societies such as polygamy, half testimony of woman, half the
male’s share in inheritance, lashing of wife and circumcision. They (the western
writers) highlight these practices as some sort of persecution and violation of
her rights. By raising such doubts (shubuhat) and issues against Islam the West
aims at deluding the Muslim women that the Western culture guarantees her
rights and freedom.

This article attempts to refute these Western allegations, and tries to
prove how woman is humiliated, degraded and dehumanized in the West. The
article draws attention to the fact that the West always tries to deliberately
distort the position of woman in Islam by misinterpreting Quran and Hadith
which is a methodology of Orientalism. It also reviews the UN legislations and
conferences on women such as the Beijing Conference (1995), CEDAW,
Gender concept, misunderstanding of equality between man and woman
regardless to the natural and biological differences between the two sides.

The article concludes by outlining the challenges facing the Muslim
family in contemporary world where under globalization Muslim woman has
become a major target for the West since she represents the centre of Muslim
society. The paper urges the Muslim societies to be aware of the menace facing
the Muslim women not only from outside but also from the domestic secular
elements.
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The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (Part 1, paragraph 18).
Adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights. Vienna. 25 June
1993, part 1, Chapter (3), P.1.
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