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Abstract
(Employing the press image in the digital content by terrorist
organizations- An Analytic Study of Arabia.net site)
Hanin Saad Salman Abdullah
College of Arts/ Tikrit University

hanin.saad@tu.edu.iq

Terrorist organizations are interested in press images as a basic
typographic element in both electronic and paper newspapers and
magazines. This is no longer considered an aesthetic element, but rather a
media and functional one. It gives an appeal to the form of the page and
increases the reader's attention to the subjects that accompany it.

The problem of this study is summarized in the main question: How had
ISIS employed it’s press photo in the digital content during the duration
of the study? A number of questions are raised in the analytical level in
order to reach the main objective of this study, namely, knowing the
contents of the press images used by ISIS organization in its digital content
on the Internet.

In this study, the researcher chooses two techniques to get access to the
required information and data, focusing on the content analysis technique for
the analysis of the digital press image of ISIS organization, which has been
republished in the Arabia.net site during the years of 2014, 2015, 2016 and
2017 with (346) press image for 2014, (361) press image for 2015, (121)
press image for 2016, and 84 press photo for 2017. It also relied on the
scientific interview technique for completing access to some unpublished
information that has been documented by official bodies concerned with the
follow-up of terrorist organizations such as the National Cell for
Psychological Operations.

At the end of this study, the researcher reached a number of conclusions,
they can be summarized as follows:

1. ISIS was interested in employing inducements of fear in the press
images published on the Internet, since it relied on violence and fear
as a strategy in dealing with opponents. In each time, it broadcasted

A
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shocking images filled with brutality in the desire to elude opponents
and all who stand against it in the context of a psychological warfare
against the opponents.

. The press image has been employed to serve as a means of
magnification and intimidation for propaganda purposes. This is done
by highlighting fighters in a position of firing, using modern light and
medium weapons, and showing the fighters together in a state of
readiness to fight in military and Afghani uniform. They are armed
with modern military vehicles and sophisticated light weapons taken
by ISIS from the areas they control.

ISIS focused on employing of most press images on the banner of its
organization since it shortens and reduces the idea of the
communication message in a simple and memorable sentence, or in a
brief and unambiguous expression of the idea, issue, position or
opinion related to the political issue or any other subject.

. ISIS focuses on employing images of its leaders in its media as part of
the mental inducement, especially in the magazine DABIQ and
RUNIYAH, which targeted a Western audience with seven languages:
(English, Turkish, German, Russian, Pashto, French and the Uighurs).
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