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Islamic Perspective on Herd Immunity

COVID-19 As an Example

Abstract

Our world witnesses some epidemics from time to time. In response to these epidemics, people
follow various paths, beginning with governments and ending with the public. Because of this, a
problem arose in the proposal to follow "herd immunity" as a governmental policy, or as an
existing reality resulting from the people not adhering to the restrictions of quarantine and social
distancing.

The importance of research is evident in showing practices that are consistent with the intent of
the Islamic laws in preserving the human soul, highlighting the practical application of
jurisprudential rules in times of emerging issues, and the general central role of jurisprudence in
life, highlighting the wisdom and validity of Sharia for every time and place, and the greatness of
the Lord and His wisdom and mercy.

The research aims to explain the concept of herd immunity and ways to achieve it, and then
judge these methods from the jurisprudential point of view.

The research followed the descriptive and analytical approach in tracking the various
jurisprudential maxims and then judging the issue at hand considering these rules.

The research concludes that the herd's immunity achieved by natural infection is prohibited
because it is inconsistent with the intention of Islamic law to protect the human soul, and the
preponderance of the harm resulting from it. As for the introduction of herd immunity with
vaccines, this is a commendable matter that the Shari'a encourage and urges so the benefit of the
peoples are advanced.

Key Words: COVID-19, herd immunity, community immunity, vaccinations.
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