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Abstract | This research aims to examine the crime of income tax evasion in Palestinian
law in light of Islamic law, highlighting the significance of taxes as a primary
source of state revenue and their crucial role in achieving social justice and
economic stability. The research employs a descriptive-analytical method to
present the concept of income tax evasion, its elements, and its criminal
penalties, and to analyze the legal provisions related to this crime in Palestinian
law. Additionally, it discusses the ruling on income tax evasion in Islamic law
and the corresponding penalties. Notably, experts and official bodies estimate
that the tax evasion rate in Palestine ranges between 30-40%, underscoring the
importance of addressing this issue. The research concludes that tax evasion
includes all actions aimed at completely or partially avoiding income tax
payments, as well as the failure to submit tax returns or provide requested
information to the tax authorities. Furthermore, Palestinian law requires a
specific criminal intent for income tax evasion, in addition to general intent,
which encompasses knowledge and will. The research also concludes that the
penalties for tax evasion differ between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank,
which undermines the principle of equality stipulated in the Palestinian Basic
Law and the principle of equal punishment, one of the fundamental principles
of criminal justice. From an Islamic perspective, the ruling on income tax
evasion varies depending on the legitimacy of the tax imposed; if the income tax
is legitimately imposed, evading it is subject to discretionary punishments
(Ta'zir), which may include imprisonment, fines, flogging, or any other penalty
deemed appropriate by the judge. The research recommends unifying tax
legislation in Palestine, forming a committee to review tax laws, tightening
penalties for evaders, raising taxpayer awareness of the importance of tax
compliance, and leveraging technology to combat tax evasion.
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