ARID International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities (AIJSSH) VOL.5, NO.9, January 2023

ARID Journals A R I D

ARID International Journal of Social Sciences and  [FESHS TN
Humanities (AIJSSH) ’

Journal home page: http://arid.my/j/aijssh

wloall vasloll Jasoll

ARB=i

2
93 “ o, . A d @ £ & -
e loxr Y1y A5lusy) aghall ddsdl Wyl dles
2 2023 31 05l (WS (anld)
Sl &y g Cilaliaidy) adnia Enaa il JlaaS dauall g Agadal) 4Ly a glal)

R ENPEN NP
Gl - dany - el Anala-ulall K

Medical and Health Humanities as a New Rapidly Growing Transdisciplinary
Academic Field

Bushra Juhi Jani
College of Medicine- Al-Nahrain University

bushrajj@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.36772/arid.aijssh.2023.597



mailto:bushrajj@yahoo.com
mailto:bushrajj@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.36772/arid.aijssh.2023.597
https://doi.org/10.36772/arid.aijssh.2023.597

ARID International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities (AIJSSH) VOL.5, NO.9, January 2023

ARTICLE INFO

Article history:

Received 15/08/2022

Received in revised form 28/10/2022
Accepted 22/11/2022

Available online 15/01/2023
https://doi.org/10.36772/arid.aijssh.2023.597

ABSTRACT

Health or medical humanities is a rapidly growing transdisciplinary academic field that incorporates
aspects of the arts and humanities to health and health care. It embraces various branches of humanities
and social sciences such as religious studies, cultural and language studies, history, philosophy,
anthropology and sociology and it has a wide-ranging application to medical education and health
practices. Health humanities seeks novel ways of understanding health and illness in society, and how
methods from the humanities and social studies may be brought to bear on biomedicine, clinical
practice, and the politics of healthcare. Baccalaureate and Masters programmes in health humanities
have been developed in the US, Canada and UK. Graduates of this programme are prepared for
employment and success in many areas including, research technician, nonprofit facilitator, pharmacy
manager, environmental law and policy, public health service, public administration, clinical research,
marketing, media, PR, publishing & journalism, consumer & retail ...etc. Therefore, this field should be
studied at our universities and that should be encouraged through workshops, conferences and lectures
on this issue. This study aims to improve our universities in order for them to follow suit and start to
climb the world university rankings.
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Presentation Topics
1st year students June 2020
College of Medicine / Al-Nahrain University
1- COVID-19: Social media, myths and facts
2- Coronavirus and its impact on mental health.
3- Body Language and COVID-19.
4- Quarantines and the new reality of Coronavirus
5- Experiencing shame and fear amidst COVID-19 pandemic.
6- Pandemic histories.
7- COVID-10:The therapeutic role of arts and literature in the time of the pandemic
8- Religion and medicine in the time of COVID-19 pandemic.
9- Disparities of the pandemic: COVID-19 and poverty and justice
10- Sympathy and empathy in healthcare
11- Body Language in health care
12- Preventive medicine
13- Health Psychology
14- Health humanities
15- Medical anthropology
16- Narrative medicine
17- Philosophy of medicine
18- Philosophy of health care
19- Medical sociology
20- Women in medicine
21- Alternative Medicine
22- Health communication: Doctor/Patient communication
23- Politeness in medical context
24- Literature, Arts, and Medicine
25- Medical Humanities
26- Clinical empathy
27- Cinemeducation
28- Cinematography in healthcare
29- Medicine and arts and literature
30- Medical simulation
31- Signs and Symptoms, Non-technical language and health care
32- Social Factors in medical General Practice
33- Public health
A (3Bl

Presentation Topics
1st year students August 2020
College of Medicine / Al-Nahrain University
1- Drawing a Comparison between the Current Outbreak of Coronavirus and Albert Camus’s
Novel, La Peste (The Plague), 1947
2- Grim Prediction of Coronavirus: Contagion (2011 film), directed by Steven Soderbergh
3- Drawing a Comparison between the Current Outbreak of Coronavirus and Daniel Defoe’s Book,
A Journal of the Plague Year (1722)
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4- Mental Wellbeing in times of Epidemics and Isolation and Decameron (1351) by the fourteenth-
century Italian humanist Giovanni Boccaccio

5- AIDS Epidemic in How to Survive a Plague (2012 documentary film) Directed by David France

6- Drawing a Comparison between the Current Outbreak of Coronavirus and Gabriel Garcia
Marquez’s novel, Love in the Time of Cholera (1985)

7- Mysterious Pandemic in "Speech Sounds”, a Science Fiction Short Story by American Writer
Octavia Butler

8- Drawing a Comparison between the Current Outbreak of Coronavirus and Wolfgang Petersen’s
1995 thriller Outbreak

9- Lessons Learned from the Literature of Pandemics, Geraldine Brooks’ Historical Novel, Year of
Wonders: A Novel of the Plague (2001) as an Example.

10- Isolation and Quarantines in The Winners, a novel by Julio Cortéazar, published in 1960

11- Grim Prediction of Coronavirus and Laura Spinney’s Book, Pale Rider: The Spanish Flu of 1918
and How It Changed the World (2017)

12-The Eerie Similarities between the Present-Day Covid-19 Outbreak and Emily St. John
Mandel’s Novel, Station Eleven (2014)

13- History of Public Health and Judith Walzer Leavitt’s Book, Typhoid Mary: Captive to the
Public’s Health (1996)

14-Reading Katherine Anne Porter’s three short stories, Pale Horse, Pale Rider (1939) to Make
Sense of Covid-19

15- Health Problems and Medical Ethics in Mark Twain’s Short Story, Was It Heaven? Or Hell?
(1902)

16- William Shakespeare and Medicine

17- Socially-Distant Measures of COVID-19 and It Comes At Night, a 2017 American Horror
Film Written and Directed by Trey Edward Shults

18- Elements of Ethics and Empathy in Medical Treatment in Anton Chekhov’s Medical Stories

19- The Stigma of AIDS in Dallas Buyers Club, a 2013 American biographical drama film written
by Craig Borten and Melisa Wallack, and directed by Jean-Marc Vallée

20- The Medical and Literary World of William Carlos Williams

21- Zombie Pandemic in World War Z, a 2013 American Apocalyptic Action Horror Fil, Directed by
Marc Forster

22- Science Fiction and Pandemics: Oryx and Crake (2003), a Novel by Canadian Author Margaret
Atwood

23- AIDS epidemic in Namwali Serpell’s novel, The Old Drift (2019)

24- The Intersection of Narrative and Medicine in The Children’s Hospital (2006) by pediatrician
Chris Adrian.

25- Pandemic Novel: Blindness (1995) by Nobel Prize Winner José Saramago

26- Pandemics in Doomsday Book, a 1992 Science Fiction Novel by American Author Connie Willis

27-Sleeping Epidemic in The Dreamers, a Science Fiction Novel by American Writer Karen
Thompson Walker

28- Zombie Pandemic in Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, a 2016 Historical Action Comedy Horror
Film, directed by Burr Steers

29- Black Death Plague in The Years of Rice and Salt, an Alternate History Novel by American
Science Fiction author Kim Stanley Robinson, published in 2002
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