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RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT GAP AT COUNTRIES OF
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA AND its ARAB REFLECTIONS:
TURKEY AN EXAMPLE

Dr. Nawfal Kasim Ali SHAHWAN
Abstract

This paper aims to identifying and analyzing different dimensions of Research and
Development (R&D) gap within the countries of Middle East and North Africa
(MENA), and between them and regional neighbors and the advanced economies.
Considering with this analysis that (R&D) represent the essential basis for economic
development and technical change, knowledge based.

The paper implements the inductive analyzing methodology for human
development indicators and different research capabilities at the group of Mina's
countries. That's in order to indicating the main and important dimensions of the Arab
(R&D) gap, alarming interests to the Arabic ignorance range to this vital corner of
Technological Progress and of economic growth.

The study reached conclusive fact of extension in (R&D) gap between MENA's
countries on local, regional, and world levels besides fluctuated rates of growth. Also
found a wide variance in scientific systematic specifications for those group countries.
These results let MENA's region missing the catching up pivots of sustainable
economic development, knowledge based, and then widely violating their sustaining
with the world economic growth.

Keywords: R&D gap, MENA countries, the implications of the Arab gap, Turkey
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