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Summary

In view of the developments in all fields, especially the field of
education, and due to the development of concepts and the diversity of
methods of education and training, there has become an urgent need to
develop the various skills of the teacher

The teacher is the good role model, the role model, and the model followed
by the students in their lives in its many aspects. The importance of the
teacher in life, the necessity of his presence and the danger of his role <are
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all basic aspects that impose on the men of education to highlight the image

of the teacher in its most prominent features. (Samir Kabrit, 1998, p. 7)

The teacher is the founder of the Renaissance, the maker of the future <and
an important pillar in the progress of peoples and their policies, as some

nations attribute their failure or success in wars to the teacher’s education

policy. For example, when Germany won the war of 1870 AD and when
the war destroyed China, the Chinese Prime Minister said, “We will rebuild
the Chinese person.” (Rabee, Hadi, 2009, p. 20(

Therefore, this participation came in which the researcher followed the
descriptive approach, which is the appropriate approach for this desk
research «which consists of, an introduction, the importance of the research,
research objectives, research terms, previous studies, theoretical

framework, results <recommendations, conclusion, references.
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Study summary.
The study aimed to identify the reality of the use of educational supervisors

in the Misurata Educational Inspection Authority for educational Internet
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resources and the role they provide for the professional development of

teachers in the city of Misurata.

The descriptive approach was used because it is the most appropriate
to obtain as much information as possible about the subject of the study,
and the study population was determined from all educational supervisors
in the Misurata Educational Inspection Authority, and they numbered (124)
educational inspectors, and the questionnaire was used as a tool for the
study, and the appropriate statistical methods were used to reach the most

important results :

- The importance of the Internet through activating educational resources
and working with them, and benefiting from them in the field of
supervision and teacher development professionally and follow-up came to

a high degree.

- The educational supervisors' use of Internet resources was between

medium and low.

- Administrators face many obstacles that prevent them from using Internet

resources.

- There are statistically significant differences at the level (0.05) between
the means of the educational supervisors' responses according to the degree
of computer literacy in favor of those who have courses in the

specialization.

- There are statistically significant differences at the level (0.05) between
the means of the educational supervisors' responses according to the degree
of computer literacy in favor of those who have little experience in the field

of computer.
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Abstract

Students and teachers spend countless hours together every week. Factors
affecting this must be investigated to maximise learning and encourage a
successful and effective learning environment. Student-teacher
relationships are one of the most influential factors in the classroom
environment, thus must be explored, using theory to contextualise findings
and literature to provide prior knowledge. This small-scale research project
aims to comprehend how student-teacher relationships are perceived by
both students and teachers, as well as how this affects the learning
environment. To offer teachers strategies to use to create a positive
environment and achieve the desired results. Four teachers participated in
semi-structured interviews and two focus groups comprising of four Year
11 students and three Year 9 students. Thematic analysis was used to code
and interpret data. The study's findings demonstrated that student-teacher
relationships were highly valued by both students and teachers and that
understanding, approachability, and honesty are crucial traits of effective
teachers. Listening to and conversing with students, being fair, reflecting
and using humour are seen as some of the most effective strategies. These
have an impact on pupils both inside the classroom, where they increase
work rate, learning, progress, motivation, and behaviour, as well as outside

the classroom, where they raise self-esteem and prepare them for post-16.
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The significance of these findings demonstrates the importance of
prioritising positive student-teacher relationships with regards to positive
student outcomes. Additionally, these findings provide helpful strategies

for prospective and current teachers to adopt to improve their practice.

I Introduction

Picture this: A student walks in a few minutes late to the lesson, drops their
bag on the floor and rests their head on the table. You sigh, as you’ve seen
this sight far too many times, immediately, you shout at the student telling
them they need to sit up and pay attention. That same student with the
slouched shoulders and dragged feet shoots up and says, “I’m not in the
mood!” Now on edge, you ignore the meaning behind what they say and
continue to shout at the student to sit up, pay attention and listen to your
instructions. As predicted, this escalates. The result: one student has walked
away, the others are either distracted or anxious, all of whom are not ready
to learn, and you are on edge and in ‘defence’ mode, creating a hostile

environment where the next 55 minutes is difficult to teach and learn.

Some teachers may be able to relate to this, while others may find the idea
of this occurring in their lesson horrifying. You might be interested to learn
not just what led to this incident, but also how to prevent it in your own
lessons. Although there may be numerous possible causes for this result,
the key one is undoubtedly the absence of a good rapport between the
teacher and the student, as this would have provided opportunity to avoid

this scenario.
Why was the student late?

Why were they slouched?
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Why were they ‘not in the mood’ to learn?

Arguably, if there had been a good rapport between the teacher and the
student, they might have tried to listen to, understand, and support the
student as they prepared for class, creating a healthy and supportive
learning environment. Instead, the actions created a hostile and ineffective

learning atmosphere that both the teacher and the students were affected
by.

After defining what relationships are using key theories to frame the
discussion, student-teacher relationships will be explored, including the
implications of negative relationships. The main purpose of this study is to
explore the effects positive relationships have on students and their
learning environment, which focuses on student attainment, well-being,

behaviour, etc.

This study will seek to provide strategies and actions that teachers may
adopt to promote developing positive relationships with students by first
examining the attributes teachers should have to be effective practitioners.
It looks at teachers' experiences in terms of how they feel during lessons
and the classroom data before exploring how student achievement and
progress are affected by positive student-teacher interactions in terms of
performance in lessons and assessments. Investigated is how students view
their own educational experiences. This includes investigating whether and
how having positive relationships affects student outcomes. Finally, this
study examines the impact on student well-being and self-confidence. By
knowing what can improve or hinder attainment, outcomes, and well-being,
we are better adept at providing an effective and powerful educational

experience for students.
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Researching student-teacher relationships can shed some light on the
current issues experienced by teachers and students regarding learning
environments and how positive relationships can help alleviate some of
those issues. The purpose of this research study is to allow a sample of
students and teachers’ voices to be heard and to use evidence from the
findings to offer strategies for improving learning environments to
maximise learning and progress as well improving students’ self-esteem
and confidence (Flutter, 2007).

Research Questions

1. How much importance is placed on positive student-teacher
relationships?

2. What is the impact of positive student-teacher relationships on the
learning environment in the classroom?

3. What strategies can be used to build positive student-relationships?

Il Literature Review

2.1 Relationships in school

To understand the benefits of the student-teacher relationship, we must
explore what it is and how it is manifested. Relationships represent a tool
used in schools to help support the learning environment. In a pupil voice
project carried out by Marsh (2012), students identified many behavioural
characteristics that promote positive relationships. These include teachers
being friendly, flexible and approachable. These findings are supported by
Cuddapah and Standford (2015), whose study on 13 teachers found that
their perception of an ideal teacher included these characteristics, as well as

being student-centred, knowledgeable, and enthusiastic.
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Use of humour plays a role in building positive student-teacher
relationships. From students’ perspectives, having a sense of humour helps
form those relationships. Students have been found to compare their
teachers in terms of humour just as much as in fairness and strictness,
demonstrating the important role humour in building positive relationships
(Stebbins, 2012). Surprisingly, Lovorn and Holloway (2015) found that
although most teachers in their study used humour in the classroom, most
claimed that it was unintentional and not deliberately planned. While most
of these teachers were open to using humour, they felt that it had more

negative consequences than positive effects in the classroom.

When teachers look confident, students have more faith in their teaching
abilities, most people assume student-teacher relationships rely more on the
teachers being positive with students, i.e., through the use of appropriate
praise as suggested by Partin, Robertson, Maggin, Oliver and Wehby
(2009). However, in the study by Marsh (2012), it was found that students
also valued the teachers’ self-confidence and believed that student-teacher
relationships requires both sides to actively participate in developing these
positive connections. Not only do teachers want students to be well-
behaved and perform well academically, but students want teachers to be
confident in their delivery to ensure that their own education is in the right

hands. Kington (2012) describes this as a dyadic system.

Additionally, Marsh (2012) found that pupils felt that teachers need to have
clear control in the classroom, but it must be natural and not forced.
Moreover, they significantly valued equal and fair treatment, which is also
supported by Kington (2012), who focused on teachers’ self-perception,
finding that a supportive, caring, and consistent atmosphere is a crucial part

of building positive relationships with students in school. Although these
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supporting studies have similar findings, it is important to note that both
look at student-teacher relationships from different perspectives: Marsh
(2012) focuses on pupil voice and their perceptions, whereas Kington

(2012) focuses on teacher perception.

2.2 Factors affecting development and maintenance of student-teacher

relationships

One of the factors contributing to the development and maintenance of
student-teacher relationships is openness to students’ viewpoints and
suggestions. This was discussed by Margonis (2004), who explains that
being too friendly helped him socially in terms of gaining the students’
respect and appreciation, but not pedagogically because students felt they
could get away with behaviours that they knew were not acceptable. The
turning point was his willingness to be wvulnerable and address the
behavioural issues with the students. This allowed students to take
responsibility for their behaviours and appreciate the teacher’s readiness to

be honest with them.

Furthermore, research by Prewett, Bergin and Huang (2018) found that
teachers’ prosocial classroom behaviour combined with social and
emotional support were two indicators of high-quality relationships
perceived by students. They argue that students feeling supported and cared
for is what instigates the positive outcomes, including help-seeking

behaviour, better engagement in lessons, and academic self-efficacy.

Newberry (2010) discusses how student-teacher relationships are
developed and maintained with behaviourally challenging students. The
main findings of her research indicate that guided reflection and discussion
are two key components in building and maintaining relationships. These

two strategies are constantly revisited in the hope that the positive
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relationship continues even after challenging behaviour is exhibited. Giving
any student space for discussing thoughts and emotions, and especially
those with behavioural problems, provides students with a safe space to
communicate their feelings to understand them and improve. In such
discussions, teachers can include their opinions and suggestions for
improvements as well as offer praise for effort and good behaviour,
increasing the likelihood of the formation of positive student-teacher
relationships. This is supported by Marchant and Anderson (2012) who
discuss teacher praise as being essential for constructing positive student-

teacher relationships.

2.3 Benefits of positive student-teacher relationships

Agirdag et al. (2012) compared student-teacher relationships against two
benchmarks: Bowlby’s (1982) theory of attachment and Coleman’s (1988)
theory of social capital. They found that in terms of attachment theory,
positive relationships have a positive effect on academic performance,
well-being, and school involvement. This fits in well with other research
findings suggesting that positive relationships with students enhance the
learning experience. It was also found that in late-career teaching, teachers
use their positive relationships from outside the classroom to help promote
progress and learning inside the classroom. This could be explained by the
students’ desire to perform better for teachers whom they favour more.
Hence, more positive relationships result in better outcome for students.
Furthermore, in terms of social capital theory, positive relationships
positively affect pupils’ outcomes, such as academic motivation and

performance.

Noddings’ (1992) pedagogical theory explains that close student-teacher

relationships allow teachers to be more appropriately responsive and to
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give individualised instructions. Supporting research by Decker, Dona and
Christenson (2007) found that positive student-teacher relationships
increased the positive social, behavioural, engagement and academic
outcomes of behaviourally at-risk students, thereby fostering a healthy

learning atmosphere with a motivational drive to perform well.

Interestingly, Martin and Collie (2019) found that negative relationships
decrease student engagement, but the decrease is not exacerbated by
additional negative relationships with other teachers, indicating that the
negative effects of one relationship is comparable to the negative effects of
many negative relationships. On the other hand, students’ engagement
continues to increase as the number of positive student-teacher
relationships increase. Thus, increasing the number of positive student-
teacher relationships benefits both teachers and students, further
demonstrating the significant impact that positive student-teacher

relationships can have on students and their academic and social outcomes.

11 Theoretical Framework

Relationships are a component of everyday and professional life for most,
if not all individuals. Every person experiences relationships in some way,
both positive and negative. These relationships will ultimately impact and
often, shape the current and future lives of people (Ross & Mirowsky,
2002), hence the importance of positive relationships. Theories of
attachment such as Bowlby (1982) can provide a useful lens through which
we can gain an understanding of how relationships are formed and
maintained to allow a positive developmental growth for children. In
schools, this is suggested to be due to students’ sense of security, which
they feel through warmth and care, encouraging them to actively participate

in their learning. Hence, it is vital to study, in order to help students learn to
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form and maintain healthy interpersonal relationships in the future (Dauvis,
2003) and suggest strategies for teachers to develop effective relationships.
Bowlby’s (1982) internal working model suggests relationships
experienced in earlier stages of life create an internal mental schema that is
used as a reference for creating attachments for the rest of their lives.
Students in school always have varying backgrounds, it is important to
understand that those with a breakdown in relationships in their childhood
could be the cause of their behaviour in school. Rather than being
judgemental and negative towards these students, understanding the context
can help provide schools with better ways to deal with these students

effectively.

IV Methodology

This section focuses on the interpretivist methodological position taken and
justifies the approaches taken in this study. Salomon and Clark (1977) have
argued that a range of elements should be covered in a research project, and
that a single method may not always be accurate and reliable enough to
provide sufficient rigour. Therefore, two main methods were used in this

study: interviews and focus groups.

4.1 Research Design

Effective research design is one of the first steps in ensuring successful
research outcomes that builds on previous knowledge to generate new
knowledge (Maxwell, 2012). There is a traditional model that follows a
linear sequence in which steps are followed in a particular order (Grady &
Wallston, 1988) and the other model is referred to by Martin (1982) as the
‘Garbage-Can’ model, where theories, resources, methods, and solutions

are all considered simultaneously and are interchangeable. For quantitative
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research the linear method may be best suited due to its easy-to-follow
nature, but its restricted nature is not appropriate for qualitative data that
tends to require more fluidity and flexibility. Ultimately, in any research,
Hammersely and Atkinson (1983) believe the research design should be a

reflexive operation that runs through every part of the research.

4.2 Positionality and Reflexivity

Oakley (1993) argues ‘clean’ research and the concept of objectivity in
research are myths within the research community. Traditionally, most
people consider researcher bias as a negative factor, for example,
positivists believe that one truth exists and is discovered using a value-
neutral approach (Greenbank, 2003). However, Oakley (1993) proposes
that this bias is not necessarily a problem in research but can be beneficial
in some contexts. For example, researcher bias, also called positionality,
can provide researchers with background knowledge on what it is they are
investigating or make them °‘insiders’, which can help to eliminate the
problem of power dynamics between researchers and participants.
Positionality is the influence that the researcher’s identity, and sometimes
even that of the participants, can have on the research and its outcomes
(Bourke, 2014). It is crucial to recognise and acknowledge bias from the
beginning because it allows the reader to appreciate the knowledge and the
researcher to prevent bias from affecting the research outcome too much.
The process of researchers constantly examining their actions has been
suggested by Berger (2015) as reflexivity. This is where researchers
analyse their positionality with regards to the research outcome by
continuous self-evaluation and reflection, which is vital for conducting
rigorous and responsible research. If the positionality is not made explicit,

there is a danger that the researcher can impose interpretations and views
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on what their participants’ accounts and experiences actually are (Curtis,

Murphy & Shileds, 2014).

4.3.1 Research paradigm

A paradigm is the researcher's belief system based on their ontological and
epistemological stance when conducting research and making
methodological assumptions (Guba & Lincoln, 1994). For this study, an
interpretivist approach was considered more appropriate than a positivist
approach, which tends to favour numerical, quantitative data. This study
uses qualitative methods for data collection and analysis, including
interviews and focus groups. These provide rich descriptive data that
allows interpretivist researchers to “fully understand contexts” by exploring
the meaning that individual participants assign to their beliefs and
experiences (Thanh & Thanh, 2015, p. 25).

Two main perspectives can be used when conducting research, known as
the emic and the etic perspectives. The etic perspective refers to ‘the
outsider’, i.e. the perspective of the observer, whereas the emic perspective
is hat of ‘the insider’, i.e. the viewpoint of a participant. The participants in
this study were teachers and students, and the target audience consisted of
teachers. Hence, the researcher, also being a teacher, has an emic

perspective.

4.3.2 Ontological and epistemological stance

Ontology refers to the nature of reality, and there are two main opposing
views, critical realism, and relativism (Levers, 2013). The main ontological
debate is around whether the world exists as is and we discover it, or
whether our own perspectives dictate how we perceive the world and the
nature of reality. Relativism was considered to be better suited for this
study because it accounts for the personal experiences of the participants.
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Epistemology is defined as the relationship between the researcher and
what is being studied (Denzin & Lincoln, 2008). Due to the subjectivist
nature of this type of research, it must be appreciated that participants will
have their own opinions and experiences. Nonetheless, there must be a
level of criticality whereby it is appreciated that despite the subjectivist
epistemological stance seeming to be the best suited for this research,
objectivity has valuable features, including the universal acquisition of
knowledge because it lies within an observable object rather than a person

and independent experiences that are not found worldwide.

4.4 Qualitative and Quantitative Data

As the topic of this study was born from observations and discussions with
teachers in schools, the use of qualitative data can help explore this topic
and suggest helpful strategies for teachers, especially novice teachers, the
target audience of this research. Silverman (2016) also argues that this
allows practitioners to self-evaluate and self-reflect on their daily practice
and assess how they think they can use the research findings to help them

develop their practice and maximise the outcomes of their students.

On the other hand, the criticisms of qualitative data must be acknowledged
in order to help mitigate the negative impact this may have on the research.
Mays and Pope (1995) argue that qualitative data lacks generalisability.
Although this can be appreciated, the aim of this study was not to produce
generalisable findings, but to provide a voice for participating students and
teachers to share their thoughts and experiences, as well as suggesting
effective strategies to help other teachers to gain a better understanding of
the impact of positive relationships and how to form them. That said, it is
likely that the findings from the current study will be relatable to other
teachers who practice in similar settings (Marsh, 2012).
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Additionally, Bradshaw and Stratford (2010) argue that research
dependability requires research rigour, which qualitative research lacks due
to its nature. In the light of the findings of Darawsheh and Stanley (2014)
suggesting that reflexivity promotes rigour in qualitative research, much

emphasis was placed on being reflexive during the process of this research.

4.5 Methods

Interviews were carried out with four teachers. Gill, Stewart, Treasure and
Chadwick (2008) explain that semi-structured interviews consist of key
questions that help guide the interview to cover the main areas needed to
meet the research aims. These are open-ended questions to allow room for
discussion and elaboration from participants. The flexibility generated by
open-ended questions is an advantage, especially for qualitative data.
However, Knox and Burkard (2009) argue that a drawback of interviews is
that response bias can skew results because participants may be influenced
by the researcher’s facial expressions and adapt their responses

accordingly.

Focus groups were used for students. Focus groups are extremely useful
because a group provokes elaboration of opinions based on the individuals’
responses, arguably producing more rich data (King, Horrocks & Brook,
2018). Moreover, other benefits of using focus groups include
encouragement of participants who may be overwhelmed by the idea of
one-on-one interviews and who otherwise would not have participated in
the study. Such individuals could feel more comfortable in the presence of
others and be able to contribute (Kitzinger, 1995). However, a drawback of
focus groups is that more confident participants can sometimes overshadow
quieter members of the group and thereby limit their participation (Powell

& Single, 1996). This was overcome by asking participants, by name, if
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they had anything to contribute, and thereby providing equal opportunities

for all to participate.

There were two focus groups consisting of three and four students,
respectively. The focus groups and interviews lasted a maximum of thirty
minutes and were conducted using Microsoft Teams software online. The
guiding questions used in the interviews were inspired by the main research
aims and interesting points discovered during the initial reading of the
literature. Questions were tailored to the students’ perspective in the focus

groups.

Due to the COVID-19 epidemic, a random sample of the whole student
population would have been extremely difficult to carry out. Due to
practicality reasons, a convenience sampling approach was used by asking
teachers and students to volunteer (Taherdoost, 2016). Unfortunately, this
sampling strategy is critiqued by many, including Suri (2011), who states
that convenience sampling is not strategic or purposeful in any way.
Despite that, it was the most practical approach under the extraordinary

circumstances.

4.6 Ethical Considerations

The major concern is the effect of the research on the participants
themselves, and this concern is particularly strong for vulnerable groups,
with this research involving students, children are considered a vulnerable
group meaning that extra attention should be paid to this aspect of ethical
considerations. It is of paramount importance to understand and pre-empt
potential negative effects on participants, to guard them against any
emotional, mental, physical, or other negative effects. Fully informed
consent is one of the most important things for producing sound research

(Komesaroff, 1995). For this research project, a university-specific ‘Ethical
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Approval’ form was submitted and approved before starting the research.
Additionally, as the proceedings of the interviews and focus groups were to
be recorded, this was made clear to participants in the consent forms, which
were provided along with participant information sheets, adhering to the
BERA guidelines (2019) (Guilleman & Guillam, 2004).

Eriksson and Helgesson (2005) argue that if participants request to
withdraw their data, this should not just be done by attempting to
anonymise them; they should be completely removed from the data set; as
such, participants were informed that they have the right to withdraw their
data any time within one month of completion of interviews and focus
groups. A debrief is an essential part of any research, where the researcher
explains the aim and intention of the study ensuring there is no deception.
It is necessary to avoid participants displaying demand characteristics or
giving socially desirable answers. In this research project, no deception was
necessary for collecting the required data, so it was a moot question
(Resnik, 2011).

Confidentiality must be ensured for all participants, and they must be
informed of this beforehand. This enables them to feel more comfortable
with answering the questions honestly (Resnik, 2011). It is crucial to
protect the participants from any consequences of their participation in the
research. In this research project, maintenance of confidentiality is vital
because of the nature of the pre-existing professional relationships between
the researcher and participants. This means that all ethical considerations
must be met, as usual of course, however, the failure to do so could
potentially be detrimental due to the continued professional relationships
post research.
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V Data Analysis

Braun and Clarke (2006) argue that thematic analysis should be a
standalone method of analysing data, contrary to previous literature that
uses it more as a tool. Thematic analysis is best used in qualitative research
due to its flexibility, hence its adoption in this study (Clarke, Braun &
Hayfield, 2015). An inductive approach was used during the data coding
process due to the raw data being large bodies of text which could be
condensed (Thomas, 2006). Inductive coding can be more time-consuming
as it starts by coding everything in the text and analysing the whole text
again after each discovery of a new code before grouping sub-themes under
a larger theme. Writing up the data for this small-scale study followed
Marvasti’s (2014) structure, beginning with background context, followed
by participant quotes and concluding with analysis and interpretation of
findings. Walcott (2009) describes interpretation as less rigorous,
structured explanations, but more about making sense of the data in real-

life contexts.

Contrary to quantitative data that prioritises validity and reliability,
qualitative data places more importance on trustworthiness. Anney (2014)
discusses the criteria for achieving trustworthiness, including
confirmability, which has been achieved by working with the research
supervisor to check the findings from the data and by the researcher
acknowledging their own positionality. Additionally, an audit trail was
maintained as suggested by Bryman (2016), who believes good research
practice requires an analytic memo to be kept during the course of the study
to help follow the journey of the researcher’s thoughts and ideas in relation

to the data, ensuring dependability is met.
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V1 Research Findings and Discussion

This section presents the results gathered from the current research with a
critical discussion following each subtheme. Participants will be referred to
by a letter from the alphabet and identified as a teacher or student.
Literature is utilised, in terms of theory and reported findings, to support
and explain the findings. The first theme will focus on the teachers,
including effective qualities, actions needed to help improve student-
teacher relationships, and the importance of maintaining professionalism.
This will be followed by the section on the students and the effect of
positive student-teacher relationships on students inside and outside the

classroom.
6.1 Teachers

6.1.1 Teacher qualities

One of the teacher qualities deemed important by both teachers and
students is being understanding and empathetic. Fielding (2001), mentions
the importance of teachers listening not only to understand their pupils, but
to learn more about them as individuals. This enables teachers to better
understand how each individual learns and try to accommodate that.
Additionally, Rudduck and Mclntyre (2007) argue that for a teacher, a true
understanding of students cannot be taught and can only come from direct
dialogue between teachers and students, where students can express their
feelings and share their experiences and for teachers to challenge any
preconceptions they may hold. Similar findings were made in this study,
where two teachers, Z and C, gave examples of how understanding the
students can either make or break the relationship between teachers and
students, for example, being harsh on one child might work, but not on

another because they may shut down. This is further supported by students
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who agree that a teacher being understanding and making an effort to
appreciate the differences of individuals can make the difference between
escalating or resolving a problem in the classroom. Doda and Knowles
(2008) found that students value teachers who try to truly get to know them
and understand them as people as well as learners, which aligns with the

findings in this current research.

Being approachable and supportive is integral to building positive student-
teacher relationships. Three out of the four teachers mentioned being caring
and warm among their top five qualities of an ‘ideal teacher’. Teacher B
discussed how important it is to be there for their students, have their back
and be someone they can trust. This is supported by the students’
perception of what they deem important in teachers. They agree with
Teacher Z, who argues that students need to implicitly and explicitly get
the sense that you are bothered and you care because this helps students
feel supported. Kington’s (2012) research, which focused on the
perceptions of thirty teachers of their relationships with students over the
course of their professional careers, supports these findings: all the teachers
in the current study highlighted the vital role of support and care in

establishing good quality and highly effective student-teacher relationships.

In any relationship, including student-teacher relationships, honesty is key
to building trust, which ultimately helps to build a stronger bond. Teacher
R talks about how being honest with them, gains their respect. This is
supported by the examples given by the students who have experienced
teachers being honest or dishonest with them and are aware of the effect it
has on the relationship. Gillespie (2005) argues that to be honest with
students requires pushing past the difficulties that are sometimes presented

by students’ anger and anxiety, but the consequences of honesty can be
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hugely beneficial as it provides a sense of acceptance without judgement,

which is a safe and productive environment for students.

Student H gives the example of having an open and honest conversation
with a teacher away from the pressure of the lesson about her work rate and
behaviour in the classroom. That honest encounter ultimately led the
student to turning the situation around, working more, and behaving better
in class. Student H put this down to appreciating the openness of the
conversation and felt that this was a turning point in their student-teacher
relationship. Supporting research by Demirkaya and Cal (2018) found that
amongst students, honesty is ranked as one of the most important qualities
in a teacher. Not only does it help build positive student-teacher
relationships, but presents a model for students to emulate, which will help

them build a strong moral compass.

6.1.2 Teachers’ actions

One of the most important aims of this study was to find strategies that help
build and maintain positive student-teacher relationships. Listening to
students is an important strategy that teachers can use to build positive
relationships. Mitra (2003) found that students feel they should be listened
to in order to establish a collaborative approach to education in schools.
Allowing an open dialogue between teachers and students helps to increase
the teacher’s understanding of the students and consequently improves
student-teacher relationships. Teacher B shared an example of students
admitting they like her because she listens to them, this strongly indicates
that students feel cared for and supported when they are being listened to.

Dealing with students fairly, not only applies to how they are treated in the
classroom in terms of behaviour, but also in terms of helping them

academically, too. Teacher R talks about the importance of fairness
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because if they see that there is favouritism, this can have a negative impact
on the relationships in school. Students from both focus groups mention
that teachers should be making sure everybody understands, focusing on
everybody, not just one specific person. This illustrates that they want to
feel confident in their learning and understanding as well as being treated

fairly.

Communication is key in any relationship and using conversation as a
strategy to help build those relationships in school can be extremely
beneficial. Many researchers have found that caring is central to building
positive student-teacher relationships. Student-teacher interactions in the
form of conversations and casual talk have been found to promote the idea
that the teachers care for the students, making them feel more connected
(Cooper & Miness, 2014). Findings from this research show that
conversing with students’ works because they see teachers as human
allowing them to be more receptive. Additionally, students appreciate the
effort that teachers put into building relationships, suggesting that the more
explicit and intentional the teachers’ actions are, the better the rapport will
be (McHugh, Horner, Colditz & Wallace, 2013). An interesting perspective
mentioned by Teacher R looks at this in a different way: although it is
important for students to see teachers as human, it is sometimes

overlooked, but teachers need to see students as humans too, not just data.

Humour can come in many forms but being able to laugh and smile with
students can help break the barrier to learning that some students face by
allowing them to feel comfortable and relaxed. This was mentioned by
students in the focus group, where Student K talks about having ‘inside
jokes’ being important. Azizinezhad and Hasemi (2011) argue that humour

and laughter can be a pedagogical tool to help students (especially
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introverted students) to feel part of the group and engage in class and group
activities. This is extremely helpful for allowing room for dialogic
teaching, which Alexander (2010) explains is a tool that can extend

students’ thinking skills and enhance their learning and understanding.
6.2 Impact on Students

6.2.1 Inside the classroom

Having a positive relationship with a class in which the students feel
comfortable and relaxed can increase the work rate of students. Teacher Z
gives an example of a negative environment where there is humiliation and
ridicule, resulting in no effort or engagement from students due to the
atmosphere. Further support for this comes from student participants in
both focus groups, who said they want to do more work when they feel
positive in the classroom. Pianta, Hamre and Allen (2012) explain that
teachers who make the effort to establish routines and expectations early on
can spend less time trying to work out what needs to be done in every
lesson. For example, on trivial tasks, this sets a clear expectation for
students that is easier for them to adhere to because everyone knows what
is expected of them, and this helps keep students on task, which they

appreciate.

Another point brought up by Teacher Z is disaffected learners. Having
students who are sitting quietly and following all the rules doesn’t
necessarily mean active learning is taking place. This is supported by
Student S, who admits that if they have a negative relationship with a
teacher, they would just be quiet and wait for the lesson to finish so they
can go. Positive student-teacher relationships promote adaptation to
specific needs and provide space for a collaborative approach to teaching
and learning, as this promotes deeper understanding.
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Better student-teacher relationships translate into better student behaviour
and teachers’ behaviour management. Students from both focus groups
unanimously agreed that if they like the teacher, they behave better.
Swinson’s (2010) findings support this idea, as students reported that after
implementing a change in the school system that allowed for better student-
teacher relationships, their behaviour improved. This can be explained by
the fact that when students feel relaxed and less vulnerable, they are less
likely to misbehave (Crosnoe, Johnson & Elder, 2004).

This study found when a teacher had a negative relationship with her class,
it made her lose interest and did not want to put additional effort into
something she felt was not being appreciated. Students admit if they feel
like they are going to fail, then it’s hard to listen and find the motivation to
want to do well. Interestingly, students in one focus group mentioned an
example where in one lesson a student had a negative relationship with the
teacher, and they argued, this resulted in the whole class having to sit and
listen and nobody was learning. This is also described in the study by
Cengel and Tirkoglu (2016), who found that in negative-climate
classrooms, the hostile and unproductive learning environment created by

insults and arguments affect the rest of the class negatively.

6.2.2 Outside the Classroom

Positive student-teacher relationships increase students’ self-confidence
and self-belief. Teacher R shared a recent example of how her constant
belief in the students made that student genuinely believe they can achieve,
and they did. These findings are supported by Sarkova (2010), who found
that better student-teacher relationships resulted in increased positive self-
esteem, decreased negative self-esteem, and better mental health and well-

being. Additionally, it is clear this teacher Dbelieves in positive
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reinforcement. Conroy, Sutherland, Snyder, Al-Hendawi and Vo (2009)
explored the use of praise and feedback to promote a positive classroom
environment. They reported that the use of positive reinforcement through
effective, appropriate, and frequent praise improved the student-teacher
relationships. Further support comes from research by Agirdag et al.
(2012), who found that there is a strong association between positive
student-teacher relationships and students’ positive self-belief and self-
esteem. In lessons where there is a positive student-teacher relationship and
students feel more confident, Student J explains that if a teacher is shouting
at a student, they don’t have any confidence in themself because they think

they’re doing everything wrong.

Post-16 Destination

It is important that students leave school with sound knowledge as well as a
set of skills and qualities that will help them navigate through later life,
whether it is higher education or employment. Teachers B and Z talk about
understanding that it fits into a bigger picture, that school is a journey,
where you do not just learn subjects and acquire knowledge, but life skills
for the future, including how to form professional, productive, and positive
relationships with others. These findings are supported by research by
Roderick, Nagaoka, Coca and Moeller (2009), who found that students
with little social relationships, especially students who come from families
who have not continued into higher education, struggle to know their
options and apply to the appropriate educational institutes or employment
opportunities because they lack that guidance. Hence, the importance of
positive student-teacher relationships, that allows the role of the teacher to
offer additional and necessary support to students who need it most.

123



6.3 Summary of Results

+ Characteristics of an effective practitioner
- Being understanding
- Being approachable and supportive
- Being open and honest
+ Some strategies suggested by experienced teachers and appreciated by
students to build positive student-teacher relationships
— Listening to students
- Having conversations with students that help both teachers and
students see each other as human and treat each other with mutual
respect
- Being fair and consistent with all students
- Using humour
+ Positive student-teacher relationships enhance the classroom
environment as follows:
— Increases work rate and motivation
- Improves attainment and progress
— Improves behaviour in class
+ Positive student-teacher relationships positively affect the students’ lives
outside the classroom as follows:
— Increases self-esteem
- Ensures that students are equipped with the knowledge and skills

necessary for their post-16 destination
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V11 Conclusion

7.1 Summary of research

This research aimed to find out if and how positive student teacher
relationships can enhance the learning environment. Findings show that
student-teacher relationships can enhance the learning environment by
teachers having key characteristics such as being understanding, honesty
and being approachable and supportive. Using the key strategies revealed
in the findings of this research, agreed upon by teachers and students such
as being reflective (Schon, 1987) can improve learning, progress,
behaviour, and motivation in the classroom (Crosnoe et al., 2004) as well
as increasing self-esteem amongst students (Sarkova, 2010). This study,
with the aid of previous research, shows the undeniable significance of
positive student-teacher relationships in the short-term and long-term
(Tipton-Fisher, Yassine & Katic, 2020). Prospective teachers, Teacher
Training institutes, behaviour specialists among many others including
current teachers should be aware of the substantial effect student-teacher
relationships can have and how to utilise these as a tool for enriching the
classroom environment, making it a safe, productive, and effective setting
for students to maximise their learning. The findings of this research are
supported by recent research from Kennedy and Haydon (2020), which
discusses the positive effect high-quality student-teacher relationships can
have on reducing behavioural problems and fostering a better learning

environment in general.

7.2 Recommendations

Grounded in the findings of this research, | would recommend the

following suggestions for future research:
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¢ From seeing that students only choose to open up and seek advice
from teachers they share a positive relationship with, further studies
could investigate the impact of positive student-teacher relationships
on post-16 destinations.

¢ With professional boundaries being such a prominent concept
mentioned by all teachers, | recommend further research into
strategies of maximising the benefits of positive student-teacher
relationships whilst maintaining professional boundaries to help

teachers strike the right balance.
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The research aims at identifying the effectiveness of the focus strategy
in the development of the habits of the mind of students in the preparatory
stage. The sample included two groups, one of which was the experimental
group. The number of students was 32 students, the other was represented
by the control group, The researcher adopted the empirical research method
as a method of conducting research, which includes an independent
variable (the strategy of concentration and the usual method) and one
variable of follow-up represented by (B) habits of mind, and the researcher
adopted experimental design of partial control to adjust the search
variables, Before the application of the experiment, the researcher was
rewarded between the two research groups for the purpose of obtaining
accurate and objective results with the following variables: (the age of time
calculated in months, the previous habits of mind for students in the
scientific subject, and the Danlys test of intelligence), and after the
equivalence between the two groups, And objectives and tests for the two
groups of research, and after the completion of the application of the
experiment, the researcher applied research tools on the two sets of
research, After the correction of the students' answers, the researcher
obtained data for the experimental group and the control. The data were

statistically treated by t-test for two independent samples. The results
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showed that the students of the experimental group studied according to the

strategy focus on the control group, Mind.

key words :

Strategy focus, habits of mind, middle school students
Introduction :

When some researchers in the United States of America tried to come
up with names of the intelligent behaviors that an individual expects
through classroom practices and practice (mind habits), pointing out that
behaviors require discipline of the mind to be practiced in a more
conventional way, The purpose of learning is to help educators to provide
students with these habits. They represent a broad, lifelong learning that is
suitable for adults and young people. They use them when they face
conditions that lack certainty or challenge and also live in producers in an
information world (Al-Asfour, 2008: 33) , The project also identified a
number of educational habits, including: integration, diligence, curiosity,
openness to good ideas, and knowledge-based skepticism (Mar Zanwa,
2009: 84). The theory of the habits of the mind of modern theories in
cognitive psychology as the first beginnings were the mid-seventies of the
twentieth century by the world of the American administration Stephen
Covey Stephen Covey when he launched the concept of the seven habits of
the most effective people (Stephen Covey, 2007: 148) Twelve times the

mind can be illustrated in the following table:

Table 1)
Twelve Mind Habits for Mind Development

| The logo is usually mind | Habits of the mind
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Perseverance: Success seems to be linked,
successful people are always moving,
making mistakes but not abandoning them.

Tightening control: To meditate on the
answer before answering, to make sure you
understand the instructions, and to listen to
the alternative views .... will help you reach a
good product according to the plan you drew

Thinking and communicating clearly and
accurately: It is not as simple as thinking
about words ... especially after | worked hard
until I came to very clear conclusions ... and |
have to translate my thoughts into a clear
language to go parallel with them.

Questioning and posing problems
Formulating a problem is often more
important than solving it, which is simply a
skill. Asking new questions and possibilities
and pondering old problems from a new
angle requires creative imagination and
foreshadowing real progress.

Responding with astonishment and awe: The
most beautiful experience in the world is the
experience of mystery and opacity.

Flexibility: The flexible mind knows how to
move between positions, past, present and
future, between focusing on small things and
focusing on big things. This is true with
Plato's famous saying when he thinks the
mind is talking to himself.

Collect data using all senses : Always
monitor.




Struggling for accuracy: A person who
commits a mistake and does not fit it is
someone who has made another mistake.

Apply past knowledge to new situations: |
have not been wrong, | have learned from
past experiences.

Listen with understanding and empathy: Let
the wise listen and add to their learning and
let the people receive guidance.

Thinking Beyond Cognitive or Thinking
About Thinking: Give yourself a chance to
reflect on your experiences, your
experiences, ask yourself: what do you know
and what you do not know and what you
want to know.

Finding humor : Free your creative energies
using humor, humor and fun.

And that the strategy of teaching directly and indirectly affect the
further development of the habits of the mind or said it must be familiar
with the strategies and methods of teaching and modern methods through
which the further development of the habits of the mind of students and
these strategies is the strategy of concentration as one of the strategies of
serious innovation of the world Ador Dibono and know that The starting
point of any creative thinking session is to generate new ideas. Focus
Strategy requires thinking about the different phases of the situation that we

want to address or finding a solution. This strategy assumes that at every
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moment of the Focus what you want, or in other words, what we need to
draw our attention to so that we can generate new ideas. There are two

types of focus :

1. Broad (general) focus: focus on public areas, used when we do not know
the problem or goal, but simply look for ideas in a large range.

2. Purposeful focus: It is determined by the goal that it will achieve or the
problem that will be solved by some renewal (Abujadu, Muhammad, 2007:
471).

In the view of (Nofal, 2004) that the student who has the ability to focus
mentally is a perseverant person who does not lose his interest, and a
systematic position in his work, systematic and systematic, which makes the
realization of the work on time, and focuses on the task that engages in the
mental image is clear in his mind , And during the integration into the
activity, it is oriented towards the focus of things, and insist on the
completion of the task that preoccupied, and feel comfortable with the
process of problem solving, but students who suffer from lack of mental
focus, it shows a moderate ability to regulate the attention, and has a
tendency towards disorganization And procrastination in the work done by,
and T feelings of frustration as a result of declining ability to solve problems
(Novell 18: 2004).

The steps followed by the teacher in applying the focus strategy are:

1. The teacher starts by announcing the specific focus of the instructional task,
which the students will implement, by writing it on the blackboard, and the
focus is often understood.

2. Students are asked to make the focus they have focused on.
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3.

Instructing students to adjust or determine learning appropriate to the
learning-learning task, and at the same time appropriate to their learning

patterns.

4. Adjust the time needed to focus on a task, avoiding distraction.

previous studies :

Previous studies :

Study kenny (2003) :

"The impact of educational program in the creativity hard to upgrade

creative and reflective thinking "

Conducted this study in the United States the us : building a suggested
program on according to the theory of creativity hard, known as its effect
on reflective thinking , and thinking creative in the classroom.

Prepared researcher test to measure the thinking about the issues that
raises thier Interest in events this case and how to find the alternatives, and
ideas new her. Prepared researcher a test of scale creative thinking and
other to measure the reflective thinking , The researcher applied it at the
same formed from (100) students, choosed of students (college of nursing),
they been divided on two groups by about equal, and then proceeded
researcher the implementation of the program, at the end of the experiment,
dish researcher tools study, and after data processing using the means of
statistical, study showed:

- the effectiveness of the proposed program on according to the theory of
creativity hard to the achievement of the objectives of the study was in
raising reflective thinking and creative hard, the benefit of the
experimental group.

- there are no significant differences statistical between the performance
of the two groups in the variable sex.
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The recommended that the study importance to care in ask issues and
Issues that give rise to

think about the side, and reflective thinking when students, concluded
researcher the possibility of the development of thinking skills the side of
the road

training programs.
Research methodology and procedures:

It includes a presentation of the procedures that have been carried out to
achieve the research objectives, starting from the research methodology and
experimental design, defining the research community and its design, the
equivalence of the research groups (experimental and control), preparation of

the research requirements and tools :

First: experimental design of the research:
It includes an independent variable (concentration strategy), (normal
method), and a dependent variable (habits of mind). Therefore, the
researcher used experimental design with partial control of two equal groups,

one experimental and the other controlling.

Second: The research community and its design:
The current research community represents middle school students, all of
them in the secondary and intermediate schools of the General Directorate of
Education in Babil Governorate for the academic year (2018-2019), in which
the number of people is not less than two divisions. (A, B), the researcher
chose a (a) method of random drawing to represent the experimental group
and the number of students (32) students, which will study their students
according to (strategy focus) , And in the same way the researcher randomly

selected Division B to represent the group Armpits and the number of
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students (32 students), which will examine its students according to (the

usual way).

Third: The equivalence of the two research groups:
The researcher conducted a statistical equivalence between the experimental
and control groups in some variables that affect the results of the experiment.
Although the researcher chose the two groups in the random drawing
method, although the students of the research sample from the social and
economic center are very similar and study in one school, Perform the

equivalence of variables and obtained the following results:

Table (2)
The arithmetic mean, the standard deviation and the two values of the
variables (age, calculated in months, first grade, 1Q test) for the two

research groups

variable the group Sample | SMA standard | Degree | T value Statistical
size deviation | of significance
freedom
Calculated | Table

The Experimental | 32 168.357 | 12.153 0.927
chronological | Control 32 174.645 | 13.691
age IS
calculated in
months 68 2 Not
First  grade | Experimental | 32 55.677 | 16.710 0.178 functional
grades

Control 32 54.875 | 14.956
IQ test Experimental | 32 28.861 | 5.985 0.598

Control 32 27.353 | 6.277

Fourth: Control of Exotic Variables:
Although the researcher verified the equivalence of the two sets of research
in some variables that are believed to affect the course of the experiment, he
tried to avoid the effect of some variables extraneous in the course of the
experiment and some of these variables and how to control:
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1. Accidents Accompanying the Experiment: The experience in the research
has not been subjected to any emergency or accident that impairs its
progress.

2. EXPERIENCE EXPERIENCE: No interruption or transfer occurred for any
student throughout the experiment.

3. Sample selection: The two research groups were chosen by the method of
the intention and the two groups were checked.

4. Due to the fact that the duration of the experiment is uniform between the
two research groups as well as the age of the students in the two groups so
that the growth will return to the members of the two groups the same level,
so this factor has not affected the search.

5. Effect of experimental procedures: The researcher worked to limit the effect
of experimental procedures that may affect the dependent variable during

the course of the experiment.

Fifth: Preparation of research requirements:

The requirements of the research is one of the basic elements on which the
research is based on which the search procedures are implemented. These

requirements are as follows:

1. (Scientific content): The scientific material that the researcher has been
teaching has been determined for the students of the two research groups
during the period of the experiment (the second semester) of the academic
year (2018 - 2019). The scientific article included the last four chapters of
the scientific material for the preparatory stage.

2. Formulation of Behavioral Goals The researcher has formulated 130
behavioral goals based on general objectives and the content of the material

covered by the experiment, according to the Bloom classification in the
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field of knowledge distributed among the six levels of the Bloom
classification (knowledge, understanding, application, analysis, Calendar).
3. Teaching Plans: The researcher prepared a set of teaching plans for the
experimental and control groups in light of the content of the four chapters
(fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh) of the scientific material to be taught for
the academic year (2018 - 2019). The number of teaching plans (16) It is
taught according to the strategy of concentration and its like for the control

group which is taught according to the normal method.

Sixth: Research Tool: Steps have been developed for the research tool

(habits of mind) is as follows:

1. Determination of the purpose of the test: The purpose of the test is to
measure the development of the habits of mind for students in the
preparatory stage (information, skills and experiences) in the scientific
article of the last four chapters of the book, according to the behavioral
goals that were formulated from the scientific material.

2. Determination of the objectives of the test: After the purpose of the test
of the habits of the mind was determined the objectives of the test to
determine the extent of achievement and the researcher formulated a
number of behavioral goals.

3. Determination of the test paragraphs: The researcher determined the
number of paragraphs that constitute the test development of the habits
of the mind as the number of paragraphs of the test (40 paragraphs).

4. The researcher chose the type of test (multiple choice) which is one of
the best objective tests. The test consisted of (40) test paragraphs,
which were distributed at the levels of cognitive knowledge
(knowledge, understanding, application). , Analysis, composition,

calendar) and on the four subjects of the scientific subject.
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5. Test instructions: Specific instructions and instructions are written on
how to answer (choosing one correct alternative to the paragraph,
answering all paragraphs, answer time, typing the triple name, row and
division in the assigned space).

6. Correcting the test answers: After the test paragraphs were formulated
and the type of test was formulated, a standard was established to
correct the answers. It was put (one score for each correct test
paragraph) and zero for the wrong answer and the left paragraph that
the student did not answer. Selection) and therefore the final upper
score of the test development of mind habits is (40 degrees) and the
minimum score (zero).

7. The validity of the test showed that the veracity of the test and the
validity of the content was verified. The results showed that the
apparent honesty obtained 80% of the agreement by the arbitrators and
the specialists. As for the validity of the content, the results showed that
all the paragraphs of the mental habits test are statistically significant,
In measuring the understanding and comprehension of middle school

students.

Seventh: the application of the pilot to test the development of habits of

mind: including the following:

1. The first pilot application: The test of the development of habits of
mind in the first phase of the survey was applied to a group of students
in the preparatory stage without a research sample. The number of
students was 30 students. The purpose of this test was to know the
clarity of the instructions and the test instructions, The time required for
the test was that the researcher recorded the exit time for each student.
In calculating the arithmetic mean of time, it was found that the time
needed to answer all the test paragraphs was (43) minutes.
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2. The second test application: The test was applied to a sample of (100)
students from a non-research sample. The purpose of the test is to

analyze the test paragraphs statistically.

Eighth: Statistical analysis of the test paragraphs of the development of
habits of mind: The paragraphs of the test of the development of habits of

mind were analyzed as follows:

1. The difficulty of paragraph: The statistical analysis of the test
paragraphs of the development of habits of mind found that the
coefficient of difficulty of paragraphs ranged from (0.37 - 0.68) and
thus the paragraphs test the development of habits of mind all good and
difficult appropriate.

2. Discrimination of the paragraph: The important characteristics that
must be provided in the paragraphs of the test is the distinguishing
feature and means the possibility of items or paragraphs to identify the
individual differences of students and the test items are valid as the
coefficient of discrimination of items is (20.0) and above, (0.32 - 0.69).
Thus, the test paragraphs of the development of the habits of the mind
are considered to have a good and appropriate discrimination
coefficient.

3. The effectiveness of the wrong alternatives: The researcher conducted a
statistical analysis (highest 27% and lowest 27%) degree to find the
effectiveness of the wrong alternatives ranging from (-0.11 - 0.3 -) and
it turned out that the alternatives to test paragraphs to develop the habits

of the mind are all effective and thus all appropriate.

Ninth: The stability of the test: The stability coefficient of the test depends
on the relationship between each paragraph or between the paragraphs of
the test all, and this is evidenced by the stability of the degree and
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consistency of paragraphs, and can calculate the stability of the test using
the legal relationship between the units of the test, and the characteristics
of the good test to be consistent and true In order for the test paragraphs to
be clearly meaningful, they must be both true and consistent. Stability
indicates that the test scores are identical when they are returned again, ie,

indicates the balance and stability of the students' grades in the test.
Tenth: Methods of finding the stability of the test:

1. This method is one of the most widely used methods, due to the fact
that it avoids the defects of some other methods. In order to obtain two
equal images of the test, the researcher divided the test paragraphs into
individual and marital paragraphs. The coefficient of stability of the
fractions of the individual and marital parameters was obtained by the
coefficient of stability (0.78). Since the half-stability coefficient of the
test does not measure the total homogeneity of the test (because it is
only half stability) G (0.84) which is a good stability from the point of
view coefficient specialists.

2. The Koder-Richardson Method 20: The Koder-Richardson equation
was applied according to the students' scores. The researcher found that

the test stability value is 0.80.
Eleven: Search Tool Application:

The experimental and control groups were informed of the date of
application of the test of the development of the habits of the mind a week
before it was carried out after the completion of teaching the specific
material for the two research groups at one time, and supervised the

researcher on the process of applying the test.

Twelve: statistical means:

The researcher used the t - test equation for two independent samples to
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make the equivalence between the experimental and control groups in the
following variables: (the age of time calculated in months, the students'

scores in half the year in the scientific subject, the intelligence test.

Results

The students of the experimental group who studied according to the
strategy focused on the students of the control group who studied
according to the usual method in the test of the development of the habits
of the mind. This is in line with the studies that confirmed the superiority
of the experimental group that was studied according to the focus strategy
on the control group studied according to the normal method Such as the
study of Kenny (2003).

CONCLUSIONS:

1. 1. The strategy of concentration is a good strategy for students and
helps them acquire, store and retrieve information.

2. The focus strategy has contributed to and developed the development of
the mind habits of the experimental group in the preparatory stage.

3. Mind habits are essential because they help students achieve success

and deal with different situations.
Recommendations:

1. The need to pay attention to each of the variables of the current study
because of the role of each of them in the development of habits of
mind among students in the middle school.

2. The need to create workshops in which the practice and teaching of
thinking and creativity to develop and develop habits of mind among

students.

Proposals:
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1. Conducting studies targeting the focus strategy in different study stages
and other variables.
2. Conduct studies with other strategies with the habits of the mind to
learn about their development.
Sources :
1. Abu Jado, Saleh Mohammed Ali, and Muhammad Bakr Nofal (2007):

Teaching Thinking - Theory and Practice, Dar Al-Masirah Publishing and
Distribution, Amman.

Al-Asfour, Iman Hussein Mohamed, 2008, a proposed program for the
development of habits of mind and awareness of the female teachers of the
Department of Philosophy and Sociology, Journal of the Association of
Arab Studies for Social Studies.

Fathallah, Mandour Abdel Salam, 2007, The Effectiveness of the Learning
Dimensions Model of Mar Zanwa in the Development of the Conceptual
Absorption in Science and the Mind Habits of the Sixth Grade Students in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Distinguished.

Nofal, Mohammed Bakr (2004): "The impact of educational-learning
program based on the theory of serious creativity in the development of
mental motivation among university students with left brain control”
(unpublished doctoral thesis), Amman Arab University for Graduate
Studies, ,Amman.

Stanley, G. J. & Hopkins, K. D., (1972): Educational Psychology

Measurement and Evaluation, New Jersey: Prentice — Hill.
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Abstract

The study aimed to identify professors' opinions about the role of
continuous training to developing teacher’s competencies in modern
educational technologies. The study was applied to a sample of 68 male
and female professors, who were randomly selected from some schools in

M'sila city.
The study indicated the following results:

- Teachers do not receive sufficient continuing training programs in

modern educational technologies.

- Teachers have positive attitudes towards the necessity of continuous
training in modern educational technologies to apply them in the teaching

and learning processes.

- Continuous training - according to the teachers' opinion - contributes to

raising their competencies in modern educational technologies.

- There are statistically significant differences in professors' opinions about
effectiveness of continuous training to developing their competencies in
modern educational technologies due to teaching subject, but there are no
statistically significant differences in their opinions due professional

experience.

Keywords: continuous training - modern educational technologies —

competencies
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Abstract:

The current study aimed to reveal the reality of the faculty members’
awareness of using modern technology in teaching the various courses at
the University of Hail - including awareness of obstacles and stimuli and
the trend towards teaching using technology. The sample was chosen
randomly, as the questionnaire was sent electronically to more than (200)
faculty members, and (62) questionnaires were returned, (17) of them male
and (45) of them female, and the descriptive approach was used.
Technology is between high and very high and the arithmetic mean of the
stimuli (3.2488) as a whole is high; The results also revealed that the most
prominent obstacles to the use of technology in teaching are represented in
the need for technical skills that are not within the faculty member’s
preparation programs, and the arithmetic average of the obstacles reached
(2.8726) as a whole, a medium degree, and the study revealed statistically
significant differences in the incentives axis due to the effect of Gender in
favor of males, and in the axis of obstacles, there are no statistically
significant differences according to the gender variable, and the study
presented some proposals that could increase the effectiveness of the use of
technology in teaching, including training a faculty member to use the
Blackboard program in teaching, and the results of the study also showed
The attitudes of the faculty members were high and positive towards the

use of modern technology in teaching.
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