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Abstract:

This article tries to explore the political drivers of the tribal conflicts in Sudan with especial
emphasis on Darfur. It tries to answer a central question: Who is responsible for the tribal
conflicts in Sudan? It also discusses a hypothesis: the politicization of the tribe constitutes
one of the major reasons of the dramatic escalation of the bloody tribal conflicts in Sudan.
The article reviews key concepts such as dispute, conflicts and tribalism in general and
with special reference to Darfur. It provides figures and evidence-based analysis to verify
the hypothesis. It also deals with the politicization of the tribe in Sudan as a major cause
for igniting tribal conflicts besides other traditional reasons such as — dispute over water
resources, grazing areas, land tenure (Hawakeer), along with flow of weapons from the
neighboring countries notably Chad and Libya. The situation was aggravated with the
emergence of the armed movements in Darfur which were mainly formed on tribal basis
though the cause is one and general. They took arms against the central government as they
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believe that they are discriminated on ethno-regional and racial basis. The article calls upon
the ruling political elites to adopt a neutral approach towards the various components of
the society. The government should stop politicizing the tribe, should not intervene in the
tribes' internal affairs (the native administration), collect weapons hold unlawfully with the
citizens (or tribes men), reform the system of land acquisition (cancel the Hawakeer
tradition), and above all to achieve equitable and comprehensive development to put an
end to the lack of justice and grievances that trigger insurgency.

Key words: tribe, tribalism, tribal conflict, politicization of tribe, native administration,
Darfur, Sudan
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