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Open Science: a utopia of equal opportunities for the production and
dissemination of knowledge between the north and south of the world
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Abstract:

The concept of open science is highly esteemed, despite its recent emergence.
Its underlying principles, initiatives and endeavors have not fully evolved yet. The
concept's allure refers to historical inequities that countries in the Global South
experienced in generating knowledge during earlier openness initiatives, endorsed by
international bodies as UNESCO. In this paper we aim to explore the historical context
of openness movement by examining past perceptions, initiatives, and projects. These
elements are integral in shaping the modern concept of open science. Additionally,
our study provides a geographic perspective on the evolution of global knowledge
production processes. A key area of focus is the emerging field of research known as
the geopolitics of knowledge production. Maps developed by scholars, notably led by
Leslie Chan, who offer valuable insights into the knowledge and digital disparities
between Northern and Southern countries. Such visual representations are expected
to play a significant role in ongoing discussions about open science.

Keywords: knowledge gap; knowledge production; openness movement; open
science.
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