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Abstract

This study represents an attempt to explore the role of social media
in the electoral campaigns for Iraq’s 2023 provincial councils. The
research relied on a random sample of 437 citizens from the Iraqi
society. A validated questionnaire was used, comprising a set of
questions addressing the contributions of social media in the provincial
council elections. The data was analyzed using well-known statistical
methods, and the results showed that most of the items related to social
media contributions had average means. The findings also revealed that
the most prominent benefit of social media in elections was its role in
mobilization, organization, and advocacy, with a mean score of 2.66.

The sample participants believed that one of Facebook's positives
was that it provided comprehensive coverage of news related to the
Iraqi provincial council elections without censorship or distortion, with a
mean score of 2.87. However, among its negatives was that it
presented topics that negatively affected the course of the elections,
with a mean score of 2.38. Regarding the contribution of social media
to the electoral campaigns for the provincial councils, the results
indicated that election propaganda on these platforms significantly
contributed to the success of candidates, with a mean score of 2.39.
Overall, the findings showed that social media, particularly Facebook,

played a significant role in the elections.
Keywords: Social media, electoral campaigns, Facebook platform.
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