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The Arab Short Story From Local to Global

" A Criticism Literary Study "
Maha Mohammed Ali Sharaf

ABSTRACT

The Arab short story is a literary art form with deep and branching roots, growing out of
popular storytelling and traditional narratives to become a mirror reflecting Arab social and
cultural realities. It began its journey in local circles, where it was told in councils and
markets, and with the development of printing and publishing in the 19th century, found its
way into newspapers and magazines, from where it launched towards the global stage.

The study aimed to:

Highlight the criteria and tasks that the writer or storyteller must follow to transition from the
local to the global.

Examine the critic's mission and role in moving the Arab story from the local to the global.
Explore the role of translation in transporting the Arab story from the local to the global.

Investigate the role of awards in realizing the Arab storyteller's aspirations, both locally and
globally.

Examine the role of publishing in moving the Arab story from the local to the global.

The study applied these concepts to analyze selected short stories, including "Al-Jabbar", "A
Word in the Night", and "Za'blaw1" from Naguib Mahfouz's story collection "God's World".
The study concluded that achieving global recognition requires connecting with the hearts of
the masses, being embraced by people and having one's words and name cited, as with
Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Success does not depend on a golden age, sales figures or magazine
publication, but on the quality of the literary prose and its ability to enrich the readers'
existential experience, opening windows for them to understand humanity through the tools
of creativity and artistic imagination.The study recommends further research.
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