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Diminutivein Bouth English
and Arabic Languages
MLACAL- Shawa®

e

Inirodociion

In English, it b uncontreversial W view sHageve-ll mndole - as
derivatznal suffises, becauss dimingtive Somation &5 ol part of any
general, syntacteally driven paradign. Cre pood argsent Tor this
wiew i that e syniachic rule of English needs 1o make reference 1o
e property *~diminunive”, Bur the reverss (3 the case in wome ather
languages (Hawghson, ML1%900Thue we compare dintliutive in
Eglsh withy that of Ambic in which dimizuive Fnmatica 15 based
att fised patteres and folipwsd cenain mies

It s ned sy b precict whesher infleetional or Gerivarional
will be naed o signal a pariiculsr concepd as “diminutive”, therefore
wo must remain skepiical abour semamically based criteria Sor
separating tnflechion fom derivaliog,

English Depariment, Cellege of Educagion  -Seiyvun,

Hedramout Lniversity, Yemen

*Patten Diminutive In both Eoglish and Arabic,

English has a few conunon diminutives. such as”
kitey"™, sonay™," dinelle"{small dining oom), diskelle (a Oeppy
dizk). However, Erglish makes particular vse of o v /e, cite, the
marpheme let occuss when the resuliant meaning endings

(Langlay, et all, 1982), ANDSIMILAR FORME have been noted

® Foggiish L pastmany, College of Arts, Al- Musiscziah Lslvasiy,

e ]



Riminative fo Both English MDA Shawl

o several oier langoages, such as Japanese -
xolitlyakexi-g In Spanish, nost nougs and adjectives have
dimimuiive forns, which is
eguivalent o modifiteg 2 oward  with  litie  -ito cilo
{ dedito,camioncite) Latin diminutive such s gladinkus (a soall
sward} "-chen” i used more in Morth and “lei” is used mare in
Scuthern Gerrmary. Many people across wald, when speiking fo
children, adjust their speech o express endearment, affection, and
smallness. One way of emphasizing these connotations involves
the use of diminutive derivations as in beddy ar patty

The pragmaiic and semantic features of dimingtives
seams o be untversal (Fohaston, 19733 which would lead one to
expect that the frequency of diminutives in children speech
should be similar across Languages.

English dimioutives can be derived only $om 2 vty
limited numiber of proper and animare nouns, along with 3 few
child specific -items such as blankets, pacifiers, ard beds, which
paves ubvious constraints on the frequency of diminuiives TEETTSS
Arubic dimimstives, take a Laaguage on the other extreme of (his
continuu, are hiphly productive and can be derived fom
concrete nouns, thus providing mere structural epporiunities for
thetr usage.

Ye would like o argue that, in some languages such
28 English and Acable, diminutive decivarions have facilitating

privpecties, which may simplify certain espect of morphology,
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IE this is tue ther (he monriogical citgsls of

thrinutivatation con act as modulalive svardabies

Ii: this paper, we compare the frequency of diminutives the two languages
, English ard Arabic, in which diminutives can be derived om any
proper fnams English make particular use of

{ie, efte tet} encings. Arabic has some morpho-phonotogical
modifications those are ransparent for a mujorizy of pouns

The MNruter Diminative

Diter: @xpress endearment neatness, or tendemess

tngoage of Cermany) and -chen and -lein denote neuter
diminctive nouns, The suffixes -chen and-tein from neyter
diminutive nours of any geader

~chen is connate with -kin in lanibkin of Erglish, -chen is

szl more in Morth and -lein i wsed more in southern

Germany (Harold Eddleman, ph, D, president INDIANA
BICH.AB, 14045 Huff St, Palmyra In 47164}

EES
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Diminutive {a foro nof vsed in Enplish)

The diminutive is frequentdy used is Brazifin is usually
wsed o shaw 2 small version of something, bt depending on Lh-:
conies, it is Also used fur emphasizing, expressing. aTection,
irony and even in idiomatic expression It i partenlarly used
usually whes one ralks te small children or refers to their things
Goie linguists believe that gllomorply and  ambiguily are
developments i the diminutive,

Argbiz Diminutive

Arzbic CEminclive s of three forms Cvee-, Cweves
Cwves {the most comumon forms for wnderived nouns) has a
bisyllabic {four - mora), patlers CuCaiC- For four -mora aovns
CvCOVC the diminutive pattern is the five -mora-trisyliabic
CulaiCic, and five -mora nouns of the form CvCOVE, the
diminutive is the six -hora pattern CuCaiCic Thus, the daca

presenss (e set:

Bass [Xminutive . Exitinples N
_-cwc “doy’” | Cucaic Kalb. [kulait]
Efccvc "n'.ﬂ:!:]}i Cucaicie | Masjid-[musaijid] |
.l_ifw:w'-'l; “suiltan” Clucaiciic SurTaan [sulaiTrin]

]
10 the data oftered only these forms, we would have (o
corchude that the diminutive is formed according to & regular
charge or consisls i aregular propaction Between in put and oue

put ratker than being based on a fxed oul pur patsern, This

2B
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prapartion might e charucterized i terms of 4 get of nules
acding the soquencs “ai” ufles the firs hewvy sylishie of the
ngat, and changing the vawel, of the G syllable 1o °U7 (A
third eule maght
he needed to aceownt for the "iWl)”, lor the vowel al
the third syllable of forms with three syllable. Bui since (i 18 thi
rarmal quality of fhe epenthetic vowel, we might sty ASELmE
that this is supplied by default (McCarthy, 1979, 1081}
Dimirutive Formation Rule
oo T [aimm)-
el T
However, in order to sccount for the diminutive
patterns of two- Mora neuns el six-Mora nouns, because n
lhese cases extra seaments are added or deleted, respactively Lo
brirg the outputs into eonformity with the patterns of the four-
mora diminutive patlers, respestively
Dhrninadive of “over-shorl” and “over-long " Nous
Cwvess pugaly 7aX=> MUxaiy “brother” Cveovowes=
Cucsicic Cankabuut- > Cunaikib-"Spider” Most inserestingly,
same four-fivora nouns, hotably those with three consonants and a
long wowel in the firs: sylible, evveve, and nouns whose G
mard is supplhed by a trans parcnt prefix have alternative four-
mara (cyelie-} and fve-momn {cucaicic) diminutive patters The
fiye -mora pattem is more common in Arabic and is the only
productive patsert i madern written Arabic, However, reaical

four-mira panern for some of these nouns is wse cited in the

2R3



Hhmiiative mBetn Foylish MULAL- Sl

medieval grammatical sources, Some exumples, cited B EWelght,

1837 p.232-3)

Hise minutive

e e |

| Haarith MHawaisith

“rlowman"=={Huraith)

Haamid>2 (Humaidy Huwaimid “seur- .

i Taf> (Culwf)

muCatT3f {* coel”)

|?'_aswadf*:~ {suwasid} fisniwid “black"

The words that are in parsntheses zre resigual
diminutive pettermns,

I'e variation has arisen because speakers have, on
lhe bascs of the same formal data, derived a differen: procedure
for forming the diminutive. 1F speakers assume that diminutive is
formed by en infixation mle, then proportional analogy would
give the pattern Cuwaicic as in:

Rile: Infixation af -aice> au s(mm)

<kal=h>>  <kul>ai-b>> kulajb
Duse
< eEgnl == rug=ai-lTee nugail

-:IIna}-r-ith == cHuarai-nith  >=Huwairith
Extensivos =miC Taf == <mul=ai-Til==muCulif
| “haCwid we <hul=ai- buCaid

If spealers sssume that the dimiaubre i's_f-&nnr.:d ofa

fixed partern, then segmental matsrial must be deleted fo fit G-

284

fzsme Ko, 070 Wo, 430 Doe 2008 oo Jourmal Of BadisEeat Slverelcy

W it enta @ fow-mon ouipat peitern (Baten, 1986 Heath

¥ad]

Rule 2: Mapping (stem consonant valy) to patiem cueaic

Buse El!!ﬂﬂ!iﬂtl_ ' ]

Tarith [c'}'c!il:} = Tluraith , gacic => curaie |
Rular b Cutaie |MECtafosmuCaitif

Ciccpe<<cucaic

Histerically, the sequence of development leading to
this siluation mighl lave been as follows:

o epil with the Gntecial dinsinutive was otigivally
rastricted 1o vnderived, threesmora nouns. 1 have no evidence for
this case of the dimimulive bul this seems, from compargtive
evidence | o have been the range of the intermal plural { see
Fouteliffe, B R, 1 992,p.59-62)

2 The intermal diminutive was then extended o four-
Mo,

3. Womns, gecording Lo an cutput-based analogy es in
(rule 2) yvielding the four-morm cucaic diminutive putterns which
are siElL attested for some of these nouns in Ambic,

4. The strategy of forming a diminutive of these
nouns eecording to 2 eyelie patiom is unsalisfaclory, however,
because 3t requires loss of a significant phonetics material,
possibly obscurng the connection between the dimimative and the

sowrce word. Hemcg, 4 new stralepy besed on proporional

285
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mimimiARve 0 Goih Engiiss

anslopy 25 i (rulel) iy employed too croate & mew set of
diminiitive patrerns for four-mets oound

Yep, what 1y perlaps sucpesay is that the four-imora
diminurive has alzo virually disappeased as a possiniliny for the
reflewes of theea-mora and smaller noums,

In briel, the dimratve of Ristodcaly  thres-mora
peuns formed on the Bve-morn pattern; witl defauk segments
added 1o fill out the patlerns. The extra segment is either a
ponsonent, which provides the onser of the fnal syllable, or a
stable vowel, which provides the nucleus of syllable. The defaolt
censonant in this case 15 either ¥ or a copy of the second stem

consonant [Rafcliffe, BB, L990p, 12

CONCLUSION
In the Lght of the findings amived at 0 this study, it
could be said that the pupose of the study has been filfitled in

the following points:

I, The frequency of diminutive in Enghish 35 very
limited.

2, There are o large number of dimimtives in Arabic.

3, [Mminutives can be derived from any conerete an
animate of inanirate NoUNS or &Ny Proper Dame,

4, English makes particular use of an e, -lel,

endings.

?

js=ue Ko, 17 Vo (31 Bec. 2004 — oo Joaral T Hadbramesat Uinlversity

Arabie haz some morpho-plonological medification:,

winch are trasspareat Tor a magonty of nouns
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Absirpct:

A prebiendnary seely was underinkes s examing (he
cifects ef leaves of gab residues oo zemninstion and
prosih of pioe. This sy was conducted on 11th of
Miv, 2002 4 the department of Blafogy ‘Collsge of

* Reduplication in Afroasiatic” in BSOAS. 296.31 ).
e Whght W (1996} A GRAMMAR OF THE

ARABIC LANGUAGE, 3rd ediion _ London:
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Eduration’ — Mukalla, by the application of gal loaves
resichies al raizs af G5, 10, 15, aml 20 pmipol oo ok
sepds. The prelimicacy trial was aranged in g

completely ramdomized design with four replicstions.
Then, zeveral morphalogssal and phvsiolegical plant
raits wers monitered,  The Fedults inidicars
sigrd Frebnt positive 2fTects op the parameters monboned
compazed o the contral, of which mtes of 1) pmipal
show 1he highesteffect.  In cenilusion, ihis
préfiminary stady shows that reatment of 10 gmipal
el b recontmerced 25 n goed indicator 1o be ased
oo such fvpe of shudy. Flowever, fariber investigntions
wire nesded

(1989) ¢+ ape s e o gl b pags 23 sl otia »

P TR

Inteaduetion:

The term allzlopathy may be applizd o the phenomenon
of biochemical interaction among plants, The term also refers 1o
e effect of plant on others through rteleasing chemical
enmpounds, These eflects include positive as well as negulive
effects { Rice 1984, Saied 1990 ).

The allelopathy is @ process by which a plant releases several
chemical compounds into the envirenment which inhibit the
growth of ancther plant in the same or reighboring habital [Rice
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