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Intonation and its Effect in Directing The Meaning According to Al-Farra in his

book (Meanings of the Qur'an)
An applied analytical study of selected axampls from the Holy Qur'an
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Faculty of Arabic Language and Islamic Studies, Alasmarya Islamic University, Libya
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Abstract : Suprasegmental phonemes (secondary) are phonetic features that
accompany connected words or sentences ,performing a semantic function .Among the most
important of these features is intonation, which has been considered one of the important
phonetic features or phenomena that help in determining meaning .This research provides a
definition of this phoneme (intonation) ,its forms, and its function in our Arabic language. It
also shows its effect on guiding meaning in Al-Farra’s book (Meanings of the Qur'an), and
how Al-Farra adopted it as a phonetic style or method to interpret many grammatical issues
and to clarify the different meanings of the same syntactic structure through the diversity of

its intonational patterns and the method of its performance.

Keywords: Intonation— Rising tone— Falling tone- Grammatical function — Semantic

function— Guiding meaning.
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