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Factors of Shia spread in Africa: An Analytical Study
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Abstract:
Recent years have seen a noticeable surge in Shia influence in Africa, with Lebanese
Shia diaspora communities playing a significant role in expanding the sect's presence
on the continent, particularly in Senegal. Shia presence in the country began in
1969 with the arrival of Sheikh Abdul Mun'im Al-Zein from Lebanon, prompted
by Imam Musa al-Sadr to spread Shia doctrine in the region. Following the success
of the Iranian Revolution in 1979 and the fall of the Shah's regime, Iran was able to
play a prominent role in Africa, expanding its influence and presence on the
continent since the beginning of the twenty-first century. Various factors are
believed to have contributed to the spread of Shia Islam in Africa, including
economic and social conditions such as poverty, marginalization, and
unemployment, as well as ethnic, religious, and political conflicts. Additionally, the

weak role of Sunni religious institutions in promoting religious awareness in Africa
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adds to this phenomenon. This study aims to analyze in-depth these factors that
have contributed to the spread of Shiism on the African continent.
Keywords: Shia Islam in Africa, Iran in Africa, ethnic and political religious

conflicts, Sunni religious institutions in Africa.
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