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FRENOOR (e NNl DEMOCRACY:
THE INDONESIAN MODEL
LESSONS LEARNED

The current wave of Democratization
started in the late twentieth century, and
seems to offer better prospects for peace,
human rights, geopolitical stability, as well
as increased trade and  economic
development. About 60% of the countries in
the world-system now have democratic
procedures, compared to about 28% in 1950.
Institutional and public-opinion constraints
placed on political leaders force them to
respect peace as well as civil and human
rights, this resulted in the emergence of
democracy as an international norm. Even
skeptics find it hard to ignore the profound
consequences of preeminence of democracy

in a new era'.

John O'Loughlin. Michael D. Ward, Corey L. Lofdahl. Jordin S. Cohen, David
S.Brown, David Reilly, Kristian S. Gleditsch and Michael Shin, The Diffusion of
Democracy. 1946-1994, Annals of the Association of American Geographers. Vol.
88, No. 4 (Dec., 1998), p.546
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Democracy: The Indonesian Model Lessons Learned

Egypt and Indonesia

This paper raises the important question "Could the Indonesian
democratic experience be considered a model for Egypt? Would it
succeed if implemented in Egypt? Are there any similarities in both
countries that make it possible that Egypt would benefit from the
Indonesian experience? And what are the basic characteristics of the

Indonesian Model of democratization.

Actually, There was a tremendous amount of common factors
between Egypt during the reign of Hosni Mubarak and Indonesia
under Suharto, Indonesia has largest Muslim population in the world
and Egypt has the largest Arab population; both home to a Muslim
majority of the population with a significant minority of non-Muslims;
Both Mubarak and Suharto” came from the army and ascended to
power (with U.S. support); both use secular political systems and
aimed at manipuvlating power; both retained the support of the army
through political and financial intensives’, both labeled political
Islamists as enemies driving them to work underground; both acquired
control of the media, the opposition and all forms of dissent; both
collect fortunes while in power4; both prepared their sons to succeed

them in power; both had enjoyed the support the United States .

2 Terence Lee, The Armed Forces and Transitions from Authoritarian Rule :
Explaining the Role of the Military in 1986 Philippines and 1998, Comparative
Political Studies, SAGE Publications, Volume 42 Number 5, May 2009, p.641.

3Jon S.T. Quah, "Chapter 10 Indonesia", Jon S.T. Quah, in (ed.) Curbing Corruption
in Asian Countries: An Impossible Dream? (Rescarch in Public Policy Analysis and
Management, Volume 20), Emerald Group Publishing Limited. p. 342.

*1bid, p. 351.
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The course of revolution in both countries is almost the same,
external factors were the cause of the 1% spark of a revolution that
drove people to the streets in both countries, young people who
became fed up with the huge gap between political development and
economic growth (that returned significant benefits is just the class of
the elite surrounding the president), led the demonstrations in both
countries, that could not be ended by the harassment of demonstrators

or even killing them.

Social networks in both countries provided new spaces for people
(especially youth) to exchange views and information, and to build up
enough support to form a strong stream of public opinion against old

regimes in both countries.

Both presidents of the opposed regimes had "too little too late" to

offer which is pledging to refrain from running in the next elections.

And when faced with the inevitable choice between military use
violence to end the demonstrations, or driving his sons out of power

circle both leaders chose the second option in the end.

The most Ironic similarity between the two former head of states is
stepping down from power after two and a half weeks from

demonstrators taking to the streets.

Challenges facing Egypt after the revolution are very much similar
to those faced by Indonesia:- How to move the army back to their
barracks again? How will the reform of the constitution and the
electoral system allow a free and fair representation? How to facilitate
the emergence of political parties to ensure the representation of all

votes in elections in a short time? How to manage the balanced
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Democracy: The Indonesian Model Lessons Learned

process of integrating Muslim groups to acquire freedom and
democratic development? How to ensure freedom of the press is
which is also responsible and able to achieve or practice the important

role of accountability in light of the new democratic system?

As well as, the challenge of is interpretations democracy in a way
that captures the nuances of local understandings while at the same
time providing insight into broader questions such as how democratic
transitions come about and what their consequences are for other

aspects of economic, social, and political life’.

Additional reasons for studying the Indonesian model is simply
because it succeeded in achieving some of our current goals,
Indonesia was ranked in 2007, by "freedom House" organization as a
"free"® country moving from "a partly free country"’, and in 2010 the
organization considered Indonesia one of only a few Muslim majority
countries that fulfilled the most basic characteristics of an electoral

democracy®.
A Brief Description

Indonesia is a republic country with an elected legislature, its

capital Jakarta is located in Southeast Asia. Includes 18,108 islands,

> Anmn Frechette, Democracy and Democratization among Tibetans in Exile, The

Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 66, No. 1,Feb., 2007, p.97.

© http://www freedomhouse.org/country/indonesia

7 Sabri Ciftci, Modemization, Isiam, or Social Capital: What Explains Attitudes
Toward Democracy in the Muslim World?, Comparative Political Studies 43(11),
Sage Publications, 2010, p. 1449.

¥ Dirk Tomsa, Moderating Islamism in Indonesia : Tracing Patterns of Party Change
in the Prosperous Justice Party, Political Research Quarterly, sage publications,
2011, p.488.
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with a population of about 238 million people of different ethnic,
linguistic, religious and Javanese groupsg. Indonesia is the fourth
country in terms of population density, and the largest population in
the world of Muslims. After three and a half centuries of Dutch
colonialism, Indonesia gained independence after World War 1L
Troubled Indonesia has faced challenges imposed by natural disasters,
corruption, separatism and the democratization process, as well as

periods of rapid economic change.

In spite of the large population and densely populated areas,
Indonesia’s GDP of US$511 billion in 2008 makes it the fifth largest

economy in Asia after Japan, China, India, and South Korea'®, and
although Indonesia is rich in natural resources and has vast tracts of
land that support the world's second highest level of bio-diversity,

poverty is still so far widely spread in contemporary Indonesia.

The Importance of the Indonesian democratic experience comes
from its position as the world's biggest Muslim population, and it is
being undertaken in a time where there is great controversy about the
relationship between democracy and Islam. Questioning the ability of
Islamic countries to shift from deep rooted and inherited absolute
power to accommodate democratic experiences of the world and adopt
policies that promote justice and equality as well as the peaceful
transition of power through the ballot box during elections and not
through military coups, proving there is no contradiction between

democracy and Islam. One of the most obvious example for this shift

°Jon S.T. Quah, p.344
' Jon S.T. Quah. p.347
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in policy towards democratization is expressed by the PKS
(Prosperous Justice Party )which has abandoned its earlier opposition
to women leadership in official positions and it also no longer

categorically rejects cooperation with non- Muslims'".

Indonesia was able to achieve a democratically sound state by
reaching a formula of coexistence between various parties putting
principles and ethics of religion in a high profile, then turning quickly
to building economic, social and political institutions, working on the
basis of a civil servants to establish a reform experience that occurred
after the departure of former President Suharto and a model worthy of

study and evaluation.

A lesson to be learned here is that the democracy that is being
consolidated in Indonesia is a secular democracy in which Muslim
parties of all kinds take part in the political process sharing power

with secular partiesu.

Perhaps the Arab spring and other countries undergoing some
stages of transformation, will undoubtedly draw a new map of the
region, which will rule in the next phase in which it is expected face
great challenges, but will seek to achieve a model democratically

sound.

' bid, p.491.

12 Qaiful Mujani and R. William Liddle, Muslim Indonesia's Secular Democracy
Asian Survey. Vol. 49, No. 4 (July/August 2009), university of California press.
p.576.
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The Indonesian Democratic Experience and its prospects

A review of the Indonesian experience in the field of
democratization, political and constitutional reform and phases of this
experience, we find that it has faced many problems and obstacles,
especially in the time period 1998 - 2002. The experiment focused on
political and constitutional reform in various aspects namely complete
separation of powers, promoting democratic practices, respect for

human rights, shift to decentralization rather than centralization.

During the implementation of the Indonesian model respect for
freedom of opinion and expression of the citizens was stressed upon,
which allowed the political participation of all citizens. This was
clearly shown in the general election of 2009, where 48 political
parties participated in the elections', an election which was marked
by the formation of an independent judicial committee (General
Elections Commission KPU) which was originally formed in 1999,
and was composed of 53 representatives, one from each of the 48
election-contesting parties, and 5 government representatives, and
replaced in 2001, by a new body composed entirely of civil society
figures and academics)', an elected body by the Parliament, to
oversee the electoral process, to ensure the freedom, fairness and
transparency. And furthermore the government was urged to form a

special court to adjudicate cases of human rights violations.

' PAIGE JOHNSON TAN, Anti-Party Reaction in Indonesia: Causes and
Implications. Contemporary Southeast Asia, Volumc 24. Number 3. December
2002, p.485.

" Ibid, p.486.
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Indonesian political system development also included constricting
powers of the head of state, he cannot dissolve parliament. Parliament
can also dismiss the president, if enough evidence was drawn to prove
he violated the constitution or for any other legal or constitutional
reasons, by the formation of a supreme parliamentary committee
(members of the House of Representatives and the Senate nominate
members of this Committee). But in reality, the Indonesian experience
is based on a strong tradition to resolve differences through

"consultation, consensus and consolidation."

Respect for human rights and freedom of expression, as well as The
establishment of a multi-party system (although this achievement has
faced many challenges after the 1999 elections in a bid to revise
electoral and party laws decreasing the number of parties by putting
limits i.e.:- A requirement that parties should receive at least 2 per
cent of legislative seats and Parties must have leadership boards in
two-thirds of Indonesia’s provinces and two-thirds of the regencies
within those provinces'), constitutes the two main positive

characteristics of the Indonesian democratic model.

While issues of financial and political corruption related to fund
raising by political parties (in 1998, polls found parties among the
least trusted social/political institutions in Indonesia, due to
corruption, lack of attention to or ability to solve the nation's most

pressing problems)16, Misuse of freedom of expression within the

" Ibid, p.488.

1 PAIGE JOHNSON TAN. Indonesia Seven Years after Soeharto: Party System
Institutionalization in a New Democracy,

Contemporary Southeast Asia, Vol. 28, No. 1, Institute of Southeast Asian Studics .
April 2006, p.104.
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Indonesian society and the eruption of many demonstrations (which

led to a challenge to the Indonesian police in dealing with these new
developments), were the main negative aspects of the Indonesian
model, which are considered the basic challenges facing democracy in

Indonesia.

Yet the relationship with the armed forces remained the most
important problem facing Indonesia, when establishing the new
constitution  during democratic transformation, following the
resignation of Suharto, it has been important to determine that they
should follow the elected political leadership. because Indonesia has
seeking to adopted a political system which maintains the national
interest of the Indonesians in the first place, through the balance in the
relationship between the people and the armed forces, with emphasis
on non-interference of the armed forces in civilian life as well as the
requirement to resign from military office, in case of participation in

political life.

On the other hand, Separation of the three powers and the Supreme
Constitutional Court, is the main feature of the Indonesian model,
where the government relies on a balance between them. Parliament
monitors the executive branch, and the Supreme Constitutional Court
monitors all authorities, and rules on whether or not laws are

Constitutional.

Among the most important changes that took place in Indonesia, is
choosing a presidential political system, depending on a two term

(five-year) presidency, and the adoption of the first ever direct election
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of regional heads, governors, mayors, and regents in 2005-2006'".

Which resulted in a 500 electoral process every five years.

In short, the democratic transition in Indonesia, has been working
to establish and promote democratic practices, ensure political
participation in political life, parliamentary and presidential elections
are fair and transparent, parliament is the center of power, and
maintaining the independence of the judiciary through the role of the

Supreme Constitutional Court*'®,

It's worth mentioning that there are many Islamic religious parties
in parliament today, In 2009, the results of the Islamic parties
combined were almost 30% of total seats in parliament (560)19,
including PKS; Prosperous Justice Party(57 seats), PAN; National
Mandate Party (46 seats), PPP; United Development Party (38 seats),
PKB; National Awakening Party (28 seats)”’. While they had no
presence at all, before democratic and constitutional reform. They
have become key players in the Indonesian political life, but do not

monopolize it.

As for the situation of Women in the Indonesian democratic Model,
there is no quota or reserved seats for women in the parliament, but
each political party participating in the parliamentary elections must
nominate 30% of the candidates women, which is a constitutional

right guaranteed by the Indonesian Constitution (Constitutional

" Ibid. p.88.

'8 #The Supreme Constitutional Court consists of nine judges who choose the chief
judge among themselves through an election, 3 judges selected by the head of state,
3 judges selected by the Court of Cassation. 3 judges designated by Parliament.

' Dirk Tomsa, p.486.

“* Ibid, p.489
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Quota), in order to promote the participation of women in the political
process. The world's inter parliamentary union IPU puts Indonesia in
the 76 rank with regards to women participation as women clinched
104 (18.6%) parliamentary seats in 2009 (last elections), after only

acquiring 11.3% of seats in the previous elections in 2004~

This was the most important of the main features of the Indonesian
experience in the process of political and constitutional reform and
democratization, and the problems encountered intercepted by this
transformation, and how to overcome them, leading to a state of

political and security stability.

Lessons Learned

Can we in Egypt benefit from the experience of Indonesia,
especially in light of the presence of some similarities (as previously
explained) that preceded the democratization process, and to enter into
the stage political and constitutional reform, with confirmation of
many points of difference between the two countries, as well as to
confirm that each community its own characteristics and

circumstances.

The lesson learned here is what should matter in Egypt now is the
pursuit of peaceful transition of power towards democratization, that
should be achieved with security and political stability, driving the

country towards development.

The first generation of Indonesian Islamists generally understood

democracy as majority rule, thus, they thought that since Muslims are

! hitp://www.ipu.org/parline-c/reports/2 1 47 E.htm
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the majority, they can rule the country as they want, ignoring the
rights of minorities. And enthusiastically accepted democracy because
it can help them to access political power through the general election.
And if they won elections, they can control the parliament and thus to
change the constitution. This is the main reason that Islamic political

parties were ready to participate in the elections.

But this did not quite happen as they planned, In 1955, Islamic
parties combined only clinched 34 % of the votes, enough to control
the government, but not to control the parliament. According to the
law they must obtain at least two-thirds of the members in order to
change the constitution. Failure to achieve previous plans gave way to
acceptance of the status quo and thus participating in the political life

and they were forced to deal with other versions of democracy.

The lesson learned here is that winning partially helped Islamists in
Indonesia to learn how to cooperate with the other winners to form
government. Added to that, is the influence of what was called
"Suharto's new order"”, when Muslims were prevented from forming
Islamic parties, which forced them to join one of the three parties
accepted by the system, a Golkar Party, the Indonesian Democratic
Party (IDP), and Unity and Development Party. (PPP), Some scientists
believe that this period changed the political mentality among
Islamists in Indonesia as well as the genuine role of Muslim

intellectuals (through NGOs) in creating this change22 )

22 Baladas Ghoshal, Democratic Transition and Political Development in Post-
Socharto Indonesia, Contemporary Southeast Asia, Vol. 26, No. 3, Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies (December 2004), p.511.
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Another lesson to be learned, is that Indonesia was able to do both,
encouraging political development as well as maintaining the success
of its economic growth, reduce unemployment rate, reform of the
legal system, and building infrastructure. Since 1998, Indonesia has
seen three general elections, won by all parties secular (non-religious)
respectively: the Indonesian Democratic Party (1999), the Golkar
Party (2004), and the Democratic Party (2009).These three parties
have a big commitment to democracy and pluralism in Indonesia. On
the other hand, the Islamic political parties are decreasing and
according to a recent study published by the Indonesian Institute of
Public Opinion (ISL), the Indonesian Muslims will stay on their

preference for the secular parties in the next general election (2014).

Conclusion

There is no short cut to democracy, is also one of the main lessons
learned by observing the Indonesian experience, democracy needs to

be home-grown based on what could be called the gradual approach?.

Although the past 13 years of contemporary Indonesia have
witnessed great strides in becoming a stable, democratic country with
a strong civil society and independent media** There are still some
challenges facing Indonesian democracy, such as, corruption
(Indonesia is perceived to be the most corrupt of the Asian countries
participating in Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions

Index CPI from 1995 to 2000. From 2001 to 2010, its CPI rank

“ Ataul Huq Pramanik. Development and democratization from the perspective of
Islamic world view: The role of civil society versus state in the Arab world.
Humanomics, Vol. 28 Iss: 1, 2012, p.15-16.

24 http://www.hrw org/sites/default/files/related_material/indonesia_2012.pdf
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declined from 88th to 110th, but its CPI score increased from 1.9 to

25 . : .
2.8)", serious human rights concerns and intolerance.

The success of the Indonesian people and government in
overcoming these challenges, ensures a very high probability that this

country becomes a model for the democracy in the Muslim world.

xkk

* Jon S.T. Quah, p.343.
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LYY EFFECT OF

ARCHITECTURE IN INDONESIA
THROUGH CHRONICITY

Architecture is the witness of any civilization
and  Indonesia  is one of the largest
civilizations in the world and through the
greai buildings that built by the Ancestral we
can see how great and amazing they reach

and civilized they are .
History & Culture

The History of Indonesia was shaped by
its geographic position, its natural resources,
the series of human migrations, contacts,

economy and trade, conquests and politics.

Indonesia is an archipelagic country of
17,508 islands (6,000 inhabited) stretching

along the equator in South East Asia.

The country's strategic sea-lane position
fostered inter-island and international trade;
trade has since fundamentally shaped

Indonesian history.

The area of Indonesia is populated by

peoples of various migrations, creating a -
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diversity of cultures, ethnicities, and languages.

The archipelago's landforms and climate significantly influenced

agriculture and trade, and the formation of states.

Fossilized remains of Homo erectus and his tools,it popularly

known as the "Java Man",

Cultuer As early as the seventh century, powerful Buddhist and
Hindu empires challenged each other for supremacy in Indonesia: the
Buddhist Srivijaya were centered in Sumatra, while the Hindu
Mataram located their capital on Java. The rich architectural and
cultural legacy that remains from that time forms the basis for
Indonesia's national identity. In the thirteenth century, the Hindu
Majapahit of Java faced a strong challenge from Muslim forces, which
spread south from the Malay peninsula. Slowly losing ground, the

Hindus retreated to Bali, where they remain today.

The rest of the islands became Muslim, and various sultanates were

established.

The sixteenth century marked the arrival of the Portuguese, the first
Europeans in Indonesia. Although the Portuguese broke the Islamic
hold on Indonesia, they were eventually displaced in turn by the
Dutch, who named the area the Dutch East Indies. Although a revolt
led by Javanese Prince Diponegoro in 1825 briefly threatened
Holland's empire, Dutch rule continued until W.W.II and invasion by
the Japanese. The Indonesian revolutionary nationalist movement, led
by Sukarno, welcomed the Japanese as a potential force of liberation,
and at the war's end the movement embarked upon a bloody war of

independence against the restored Dutch rule. Although the war
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dragged on for four long years, from 1945-1949, the independence

movement was ultimately victorious.

Turmoil characterized the first decade of Indonesian independence,
until in 1957 Sukarno unified power in his own person. An attempted
coup against Sukarno in 1965 brought renewed turmoil; however, the
army led by General Suharto restored order and initiated a purge of
communists. Eventually Suharto eased Sukarno out of the presidency
and assumed office himself. Suharto's rule ushered in a period of

stability and economic development.

Indonesia's varied past has produced a remarkable array of vibrant
cultures,making it one of the world's most diverse and fascinating
travel destinations. Today, Indonesia is the fifth most populous nation
on Earth, with over 180 million citizens comprising over 300
ethnicities. Most Indonesians are of Malay or Polynesian descent,
though the country's history has produced minority populations from
India, China, Arabia, and Persia, as well as from European colonial

powers such as Portugal, Holland, Spain, and England.

Although primarily a Muslim nation, Indonesia is marked by wide
religious tolerance. Hinduism thrives on Bali, and Christianity has a
significant presence on Flores, Timor, and several other islands.
Indonesians speak numerous languages and dialects, but the common
language is Bahasa Indonesia. English and Dutch are also widely

spoke.

Unity in Diversity, the national motto of Indonesia, is a term that

strikes deep into the heart of this dynamic and attractive Southeast
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Asian nation. Few places offer such cultural variety and geographical

complexity as Indonesia, and no two journeys here are ever alike

The Architecture of Indonesia

The Architecture of Indonesia reflects the diversity of cultural,
historical and geographic influences that have shaped Indonesia as a
whole. Invaders, Colonizers, missionaries, merchants and traders
brought cultural changes that had a profound effect on building styles
and techniques. Traditionally, the most significant foreign influence
has been Indian. However, Chinese, Arab - and since the 18th and

19th centuries - European influences have been important.

"Architecture" are often perceived as cultural symbols and as work
of art. Also as Historical Civilizations are often identified with their

surviving architectural achievements.

"Indonesia" is a country in Southeas) Asia, which is crossed by the
equator and located between the continents of Asia and Australia as
well as between the Pacific and Indian Ocean. Also Indonesia consists
of various ethnic, linguistic and religious groups. Indonesia has a

tropical climate.

For centuries, the Indonesian vernacular architecture has shaped
settlements in Indonesia which commonly took form of timber

structures built on stilts dominated by large roof.

The most dominant foreign influences on Indonesian architecture
were Indian, although European influences have been particularly
strong since the 19th century and modern architecture in Indonesia is

international in scope As in much of South East Asia, traditional
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vernacular architecture in Indonesia are built on stilts, with the
significant exceptions of Java and Bali. Notable stilt houses are those
of the Dayak people in Borneo, the Rumah Gadang of the
Minangkabau people in western Sumatra, the Batak people in northern
Sumatra, and the Tongkonan of the Toraja people in Sulawesi.
Oversized saddle roofs with large eaves, such as the homes of the
Batak and the tongkonan of Toraja, are often bigger than the house
they shelter. The fronts of Torajan houses are frequently decorated
with buffalo horns, stacked one above another, as an indication of

status. The outside walls also frequently feature decorative reliefs.

The 8th-century Borobudur temple near Yogyakarta is the largest
Buddhist temple in the world, and is notable for incorporating about
2,672 relief panels and 504 Buddha statues into its structure, telling
the story of the life of the Buddha. As the visitor ascends through the
eight levels of the temple, the story unfolds, the final three levels
simply containing stupas and statues of the Buddha. The building is
said to incorporate a map of the Buddhist cosmos and is a masterful
fusion of the didactic narrative relief, spiritual symbolism,
monumental design and the serene meditative environs. The whole
monument itself resembles a giant stupa, but seen from above it forms

a mandala.

The nearby Sth-century temple complex at Prambanan contains
some of the best preserved examples of Hindu temple architecture in
Java. The temple complex comprises eight main shrines, surrounded
by 224 smaller shrines. The Indian influence on the site is clear, not

only in the style of the monument, but also in the reliefs featuring
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scenes from the Ramayana which adorn the outer walls of the main

temples, and in the votive statuary found within

between original indigenous customs and multiple foreign
influences. Indonesia is centrally-located along ancient trading routes
between the Far East and the Middle East, resulting in many cultural
practices being strongly influenced by a multitude of religions,
including Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Islam and Christianity,
all strong in the major trading cities. The result is a complex cultural

mixture very different from the original indigenous cultures.

Examples of cultural fusion include the fusion of Islam with Hindu
in Javanese Abangan belief, the fusion of Hinduism, Buddhism and
animism inBodha, and the fusion of Hinduism and animism in

Kaharingan; others could be cited.

Balinese dances have stories about ancient Buddhist and Hindu
kingdoms, while Islamic art forms and architecture are present in
Sumatra, especially in the Minangkabau and Aceh regions. Traditional
art, music and sport are combined in a martial art form called Pencak

Silat.

Western culture has greatly influenced Indonesia in science,
technology and modemn entertainment such as television shows, film
and music, as well as political system and issues. India has notably
influenced Indonesian songs and movies. A popular type of song is the
Indian-rhythmical dangdut, which is often mixed with Arab and

Malay folk music.

Despite the influences of foreign culture, some remote Indonesian

regions still preserve uniquely indigenous culture
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Examples of cultural fusion include the fusion of Islam with Hindu

in Javanese Abangan belief, the fusion of Hinduism, Buddhism and
animism inBodha, and the fusion of Hinduism and animism in

Kaharingan; others could be cited.

Balinese dances have stories about ancient Buddhist and Hindu
kingdoms, while Islamic art forms and architecture are present in
Sumatra, especially in the Minangkabau and Aceh regions. Traditional
art, music and sport are combined in a martial art form called Pencak

Silat.

Western culture has greatly influenced Indonesia in science,
technology and modern entertainment such as television shows, film
and music, as well as political system and issues. India has notably
influenced Indonesian songs and movies. A popular type of song is the
Indian-rhythmical dangdut, which is often mixed with Arab and

Malay folk music.

Despite the influences of foreign culture, some remote Indonesian

regions still preserve uniquely indigenous culture.

Indigenous ethnic groupsMentawai, Asmat, Dani, Dayak, Toraja
and many others are still practicing their ethnic rituals, customs and

wearing traditional clothes

Religion

The early indigenous Indonesians were animists who worshiped
spirits in nature as well as the spirits of their ancestors. The traditional
rules and mores gradually developed over a period of time into a

behavior code known as adat. Throughout the centuries, the influence
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of Hinduism and Buddhism increased, and those two Indian religions

became intertwined with local religious beliefs and cultural practices.
1. Hinduism

one of the most complex religions in the world, evolved from the
practices of Aryan people who came to what is now India roughly
1500 BCE. The Vedas, the religious writings of those people, were the
foundation of what became the Hindu religion. Of particular
importance in Indian tradition are the epics the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, which are tremendously important as both religious
works and as literature. The stories contained in them have become

part of Indonesian culture over the centuries.

Hinduism is often viewed as a polytheistic religion, since there are
innumerable deities in Hinduism that people choose to worship based
on their family tradition and personal characteristics. In another way,
however, Hinduism can be viewed as monotheistic, since all Hindu
deities are aspects of Brahman, the divine. The wordbrahman comes
from Brahma, the name of the supreme deity in the Indian pantheon.
In other words, each deity can be viewed as a different doorway

leading to the same place: the divine.
2. Buddhism

Like Hinduism, is Indian in origin, and it has become much more
influential in countries such as China, Japan, Tibet, and Vietnam than
it was for long in the country in which it was developed. Shakyamuni
Buddha [Siddhartha Gautama], the historical Buddha and founder of
Buddhism, was an Indian of royal birth who gave up his birthright and

became a wandering ascetic, practicing meditation and all manner of

-172 -



a¥e
C;.{\ N g{@ us

Astiop Ale Aglns Alae

cl

austerities in order to become enlightened. Ultimately, however, he
became enlightened after breaking a fast, and afterward he taught what
he called the Middle Way, the path between austerity and indulgence.
According to the Buddha, the suffering that people experience in life
is caused by desire, and if desire is removed, suffering is also
removed. Buddhism effectively died out in India, where Hinduism and
Islam are the primary religions, but it has spread throughout Asia, and

in recent years it has taken hold in Western countries as well.

Both Hindus and Buddhists believe in reincamation, and that may
be one reason that the animist Indonesians found it easy to adopt
Hindu and Buddhist beliefs and practices. Hinduism in particular
tended to be spread in Indonesia by kings, who used the Sanskrit
language and cultural practices of India to hold their kingdoms in

place.

Yet it is Islam that has become the primary religion of Indonesia.
~ Islam, a monotheistic religion that shares traditions with Judaism and
Christianity, and reveres figures such as Moses and Jesus, was
founded by Muhammad (c. 570-632), to whom God revealed the
teachings contained in the Islamic holy book the Quran. The Arabic
word islam means submission, and Islam teaches its adherents to be

wholly submissive to God.

In spite of the fact that roughly 90 percent of the population of
Indonesia is Muslim, Indonesian culture remains an amalgam of
animism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam. Even in the modern era,

when adherents of various religions have become politically active
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and sometimes violent, Indonesian culture remains an unusual

amalgam of many infl

Architectural heritage influenced by religious are commonly found
in Java. The beginning are Hindu - Buddhist kingdoms between the
8th and 14th centuries. The earliest surviving Hindu temples in Java
are at the Dieng Plateau. Thought to have originally numbered as
many as 400, only 8 remain today. just 100 years later the second
Kingdom of Mataram built the Prambanan complex near Jogjakarta;
considered the largest and finest example of Hindu architecture in

Java.

The 16th and 17th centuries saw the arrival of European powers in
Indonesia who used masonry for much of their construction.
Previously timber and its by-products had been almost exclusively
used in Indonesia, with the exception of some major religious and
palace architecture. One of the first major Dutch settlements was

Batavia (later named Jakarta) which

in the 17th and 18th centuries was a fortified brick and masonry

city.

Although row houses, canals and enclosed solid walls were first
thought as protection against tropical diseases coming from tropical
air, years later the Dutch learnt to adapt their architectural style with
local building features (long eaves, verandahs, porticos, large

windows and ventilation openings).

The Indo-European hybrid villa of the 19th century were among the
first colonial buildings to incorporate Indonesian architectural

clements and attempt adapting to the climate. The basic form, such as
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the longitudinal organisation of spaces and use of joglo and limasan

roof structures, was Javanese, but it incorporated European decorative

elements such as neo-classical columns around deep verandahs.

Whereas the Indo-European homes were essentially Indonesian
houses with European trim, by the early 20th century, the trend was
for modernist influences—such as art-deco—being expressed in
essentially European buildings with Indonesian trim (such as the
pictured home's high-pitched roofs with Javan ridge details). Practical
measures carried over from the earlier Indo-European hybrids, which
responded to the Indonesian climate, included overhanging eaves,

larger windows and ventilation in the walls

At the end of the 19th century, great changes were happening
across much of colonial Indonesia, particularly Java. Significant
improvements to technology, communications and transportation had

brought new wealth to Java's cities and private

enterprise was reaching the countryside. Modernistic buildings
required for such development appeared in great numbers, and were
heavily influenced by international styles. These newbuildings
included train stations, business hotels, factories and office blocks,

hospitals and education institutions.

The largest stock of colonial era buildings are in the large cities of
Java, such as Bandung, Jakarta, Semarang, and Surabaya, Medan In

North Susi-atra and makassar in south Sulawesi

The lack of development due to the Great Depression, the turmoil

of the Second World War and Indonesia's independence struggle of
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the 1940s, and economic stagnation during the politically turbulent
1950s and 60s,

meant that much colonial architecture has been preserved through
to recent decades. Although colonial homes were almost always the
preserve of the wealthy Dutch, Indonesian and Chinese elites, and
colonial buildings in general are unavoidably linked with the human
suffering of colonialism, the styles were often rich and creative
combinations of two cultures, so much so that the homes remain

sought after into 21st century.

Native architecture was arguably more influenced by the new
European ideas than colonial architecture was influenced by
Indonesian styles; and these Western elements continue to be a

dominant influence on Indonesia's built environment today.

Early twentieth century modernisms are still very evident across
much of Indonesia, again mostly in Java. The 1930s world depression
was devastating to Java, and was followed by another decade of war,
revolution and struggle, which restricted the development of the built
environment. Further, the Javanese art-deco style from the 1920s
became the root for the first Indonesian national style in the 1950s.
The politically turbulent 1950s meant that the new but bruised
Indonesia was neither able to afford or focussed to follow the new
international movements such as modernist brutalism. Continuity from
the 1920s and 30s through to the 1950s was further supported
Indonesian planners who had been colleagues of the Dutch Karsten,

and they continued many of his principles.
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Despite the new country's economic woes, government-funded
major projects were undertaken in the modemnist style, particularly in

the capital Jakarta.

Reflecting President Sukarno's political views, the architecture is
openly nationalistic and strives to show the new nation’s pride in

itself.

As its says architecture is the reflections of any nation development

and the witness of its heritage through ages
That why architecture is very important scale to any civilization

As we saw how great heritage, culture and architecture it has like
other great civilizations like one of the oldest civilization in the world
Egypt civilization that intersect with Indonesian culture in too many

places ,which confirm the deep relations between them.

*kk
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LNEDEIO AN DELUSIONS OF

GRANDEUR IN KAZUO
ISHIGURO’S NOVEL
“THE REMAINS OF THE DAY”

Abstract

In this paper I try to analyze one of the
most common psychological syndrome
which a considerable number of humans all
over the world are suffering from. It’s called
“the God-Bug Syndrome” and its effects on
one’s decisions and choices in life. It’s where
a smart educated person is pestered by two
contradictory feelings, first that he is “as
special creature as nature has yet produced
and second that he’s not very special at all.”
These twin feelings lead a person to the
following conclusion: while he thinks that he
is perhaps great, being trapped with a brain
that really isn’t big enough for his purposes,
perhaps trapped in a corner of an academic
discipline, a research field or in some other
small place as we will see the hero of the

novel under analysis, trapped by his -
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Delusions of Grandeur in Kazuo Ishiguro’s Novel “The Remains of The Day”

creatureliness, and trapped by life’s very smallness.

This mix of reasonable self-pride and reasonable self-pity collides
with existential reality, produces people who look confident one
moment and defeated the next, motivated one moment and apathetic
the next, sober and hard-working one moment and self-indulgent and
addicted the next. How can a person brim over with life energy and
big plans one moment and feel suicidal the next? He can cycle exactly

that way because of the God-Bug syndrome. It’s startling that the-

same person can feel so grand and also so small. Yet we see that
picture all the time as evidenced by the chronic sadness, mood swings
and secret self-soothing vices that so many smart people manifest. The
hero in the novel is a butler who can’t be out-argued but has ballooned
to three hundred bounds which is known as the God-Bug syndrome in

action or delusions of grandeur.

Through analyzing the plot of The Remains of the Day, we clearly
discover that dignity & greatness are the main themes of the novel as
they pervade the hero’s thoughts from the very beginning. His pursuit
of grandeur in his professional life completely takes over his personal
life as well. By suppressing his individuality and his basic needs as a
human being, he never achieves true intimacy with another person.
We will see that Stevens, the hero, has wanted great things, but has
gone about attaining them the wrong way. As the story goes on, it
becomes clear that his crying and breaking down at the end of the
novel was about wasting his whole life in pursuing a delusion of

grandeur. The tone deepens into regret as he lost the only woman he
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felt attached to and reevaluates his past actions and decisions, then

finds them unwise.

Natural Psychology proposes a way out of this dilemma, or at least
if unavoidable, a way to deal with it. Throughout the novel, we will
trace how many chances Stevens had lost to compromise between his
overwhelming sense of greatness and his human calls for love and
socializing. By regarding one’s accomplishments and disappointments
as natural account for one’s picture of value-based meaning, one can
get off his high horse and can also get up from the dirt. In other words,
by taking responsibility of one’s construction of meaning, one can
maintain a steady balanced identity which combines both modesty and

strength.
Discussion

In this paper I try to tackle in analysis a type of well-educated
persons who exceed the border of the inspiring ambitions and dreams
of self-success to another level which is considered hazardous not
only for one’s decisions and choices in life, but also the way they lead
life. It’s the level of pursuing delusions of grandeur. People who are
against this view depend on what Maltz stated in his book
“Psychocybernetics” that it helps to envision yourself as having
accomplished anything before you actually start the process. In other
words, one of the main tenants to success is to visualize in your mind
in advance. Also they are suggesting that we can’t charge people with
the label of ‘delusions of grandeur’ for envisioning themselves in high
places. They regard it not as a disorder, but rather an advantage for

people who will go in the future to do great things.
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Here, it’s not that we randomly label others with delusions of
grandeur seekers, because we need to be careful enough to
differentiate between those who have self-esteem, self-confidence and
strength of character and those who have this character disorder. It’s
where “a smart educated person is pestered by two contradictory
feelings. First that he is as special a creature as nature has yet
produced and second that he’s not very special at all. The first feeling
inflates him and makes him like a braggart, while the second makes
him want to crawl in a hole and act carelessly”*® These twin
contradictory feelings lead a person to the following conclusion: that
while he is perhaps quite smart he is nevertheless rather like an ant,
trapped with a brain that really isn’t big enough for his purposes,
perhaps trapped in a corner of an academic discipline, a research field,
a literary genre or trapped by his creatureliness or even by life’s few

chances to offer.

Psychologists think that this view reflects two ways to look at life,
as effectively special and as pitiably worthless; that both views, while
they clash, are entirely real and appropriate; and that a person can
cycle between these two views almost minute by minute, second
feeling equal to life and up to life’s challenges and the other
pathetically inept and unequal to even thinking about making dinner
the next. This mix of reasonable self-pride and reasonable self-pity,
where what may be a completely healthy attachment to one’s own
specialness collides with existential reality, produces people who look

confident one moment and ineffectual the next, motivated one

26 Heider, F. (1958). The psychology of interpersonal relationships. New York:
Wiley.
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moment and apathetic the next, sober and hard-working one moment
and self-indulgent and addicted the next? When there are moments for
a person he can brim over with life energy and big plans one moment

and feel suicidal the next, that’s typically the god-bug syndrome.

Psychologists have considered this tension a disorder and have
coined phrases like “delusions of grandeur” and “inferiority
complexes” to try to capture something of this “pathological”
dynamic. Actually, what is stated here is not pathology but an intense
contradictory knowing that anyone could pass through such feelings.
In the past this syndrome has been pathologized in the language of
Adler, a disciple of Freud’s, “what we are looking at is a superiority
complex driven by a hidden inferiority complex or an inferiority
complex driven by a hidden superiority complex.” * Adler puts it this
way: “We should not be astonished if in the cases where we see an
inferiority complex we find a superiority complex more or less
hidden. On the other hand, if we inquire into a superiority complex
and study its continuity, we can always find a more or less hidden

> 28

inferiority complex’ Adler’s god-bug is made up of two

complexes.

In natural psychology, it is regardedas a phenomenon more than a
mental illness. The self-inflation that Adler called superiority complex
or the idealization of the self and the self-deflation or as Adler called
the inferiority complex is located both in walled-off “unconscious”

place that puts the person out of touch. Natural psychology also

%7 Adler, Alfred. 1970. Superiority and social interest; a collection of later writings.
Northwestern University Press.
** Adler, Alfred. 1970. Supcriority and social interest; a collection of later writings.
Northwestern University Press.
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proposes a way out of this dilemma or at least how to deal with it. If
one constructs an idea of meaning that takes these very matters into
account, so that “both your next accomplishment and your next
disappointment are accounted for in your personal picture of value-
based meaning- making, you can get off your high horse and you can
also get up from the dirt.” * By taking charge of your construction of
meaning, you can maintain a steady identity, one characterized by a

new modesty and a new strength.

When we try to understand how the God-Bug Syndrome works, we
need to know at first its connection with the mechanism of the brain.
The human brain can conceptualize ideas as abstract as the
relationship between energy and matter; it can produce strings of
words and strings of musical notes that evoke tremendous feeling; it
can place itself in the vast universe and see itself living and dying. It
can imagine, calculate, remember and more. It has to feel special. At
the same time it knows perfectly well all about its limitations and its
feeling nature. This God-bug syndrome is completely natural and
exactly what you would expect a creature like us to experience. Now

we must deal with it.

By careful analysis to the story, we find that the hero is deeply
impacted with the god-bug syndrome which controls his choices in his
life. Ishguro’s novel The Remains of the Day is told in the first-person
narration of an English butler named Stevens. In July 1956, Stevens
decides to take a six-day road trip to the West Country of England-a

region to the West of Darlington Hall, the house in which Stevens

2 Adler, Alfred. 1924. The Practice and Theory of Individual Psychology. Harcourt,
Brace & Company.
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resides and has worked as a butler for thirty-four years. Though the
house was previously owned by the now-deceased Lord Darlington,
by 1956, it has come under the ownership of Mr. Farraday, an
American gentleman. Stevens likes Mr. Farraday, but fails to interact
well with him socially: Stevens is a circumspect, serious person and is
not comfortable joking around in the manner Mr. Farraday prefers.
Stevens terms this skill of causal conversation “bantering”; several
times throughout the novel and proclaims his desire to improve his

bantering skill so that he can better please his current employer.

The purpose of Stevens’s road trip to visit Miss Kenton, the former
housekeeper of Darlington Hall who left twenty years earlier to get
married. Stevens has received a letter from Miss Kenton, and believes
that her letter hints that her marriage is falling and that she might like
to return to her post as a housekeeper. Ever since World War II has
ended, it has been difficult enough for people to staff large manor
houses such as Darlington Hall. Much of the narrative is comprised of
Stevens’ memories of his work as a butler during and just after world
war II. He describes the large, elaborate dinner parties and elegant,
prominent personages who come to dine and stay at Darlington Hall in
those times. It is gradually revealed through other characters’
interactions with Stevens, that Lord Darlington, due to his mistaken
impression of the German agenda prior to World War II, sympathized
with the Nazis. Darlington even arranged and hosted dinner parties
between the German and British heads of state to help both sides come
to a peaceful understanding. Stevens always maintains that Lord

Darlington was a perfect gentleman, and that it is a shame that his
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reputation has been spoiled simply because he misunderstood the

Nazis’ true aims.

During the trip, Stevens also recounts stories of his contemporaries;
butlers in other houses with whom he struck up friendship. Stevens’
most notable relationship by far, however, is his long-term working
relationship with Miss Kenton. Though Stevens never says so
outright, it appears that he harbors repressed romantic feelings for
Miss Kenton. Despite the fact that the two frequently disagree over
various household affairs when they work together, the disagreement
are childish in nature and mainly serve to illustrate the fact that the
two care for each other. At the end of the novel, Miss Kenton admits
to Stevens that her life may have turned out better if she had married
him. After hearing these words, Stevens is extremely upset, as he

never confesses what he really feels for her

It was said that “The Remains of the Day is a story both beautiful
and cruel. It is a story primarily about regret: throughout his life,
Stevens puts his absolute trust and devotion in a man who makes
drastic mistakes. In the totality of his professional commitment,
Stevens fails to pursue the one woman with whom he could have had
a fulfilling and loving relationship. His prim mask of formality cuts

him off from intimacy, companionship and understanding.” 30

The main character in the novel, Stevens, the head butler at
Darlington Hall, is the protagonist and narrator of the remains of the

Day. He is a mercilessly precise man and his relentless pursuit of

3 Ekelund, Bo G. 2005. —Misrecognizing History: Complicitous Genres in Kazuo
Ishiguro‘s The Remains of the Dayl in International Fiction Review 32 (1-2): 70-91

- 186 -



&
S

St ulll

cl

“dignity” leads him to constantly deny his own feelings throughout the
novel. For Stevens, “dignity” involves donning a mask of professional
poise at all times. Although there is a merit in the ideas of decorum
and loyalty, Stevens takes these concepts to an extreme. He never tells
anyone what he is truly feeling, and he gives his absolute trust to Lord
Darlington- a man who himself makes some very poor choices in his
life. Although throughout much of the story it seems that Stevens is
quite content to have served Lord Darlington- believing that
Darlington was doing noble things at the time; Stevens expresses deep
regret at the end of the story for failing to cultivate both intimate

relationships and his own personal viewpoints and experiences.

Stevens is strongly influenced by his father. He constantly speaks
of his father as though the older man perfectly exemplifies the quality
of dignity, telling stories of his father’s brilliantly self-effacing
execution of his duties as a butler. It is clear that Stevens wishes to be
like his father, and indeed, he succeeds very well. Though Stevens is
clearly a very competent butler who is always gracious and precise,
his inheritance of his father’s impossibly formal interactions with
other people ends up limiting his personal growth and relationships.
The interactions between Stevens and his father are, for the most part,
completely devoid of any sign of familial warmth. If Stevens’s
relationship with even a family member is so distant, we can easily
imagine how difficult it is for him to break away from codes of

repressed formality.

With Stevens, Ishguro uses two levels of narrative voice in one

character; Stevens is alternatively a narrator who is superior to the
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story he tells, and also a narrator who is a part of, or within, the story
he tells. “Stevens at once displays himself as both a paragon of virtue
and a victim of historical or cultural circumstances beyond his own
control. In this second role, he manages to cultivate our sympathy. His
extra narrative role crumbles at the end of the story when he realizes
that the facade he has cultivated is a false one.” 31 Ishguro subtly
increases the amount of doubt that Stevens expresses about his past
actions, so that by the end of the story, a fuller picture of Stevens’s

regret and sadness has emerged.

Miss Kenton is the former head housekeeper of Darlington Hall;
she and Stevens’s father were hired at the same time. Miss Kenton is
Stevens’s equal in efficiency and intelligence, but she has a warmth
and personality that Stevens never displays. When Miss Kenton first
starts working at Darlington Hall, for example, she brings flowers into
Stevens’s austere room to try to brighten it up. Stevens summarily
rejects Miss Kenton’s attempts to introduce flowers. Indeed, the two
disagree over household affairs with great frequency. Initially, these
battles of wits only seem to highlight the affection of the two feel for
one another, but as the years progress, Miss Kenton grows
increasingly tired of Stevens’ nagging and hisunwillingness to admit
any more personal feelings, even though this is the only way he knows
how to communicate with her. She finally leaves Darlington Hall to
marry someone else when it becomes clear that Stevens will never be
able to let himself express his feelings for her. Miss Kenton, unlike

Stevens, does not substitute Lord Darlington’s values for her own; she

3! White, Hayden. 1995. —The Question of Narrative in Contemporary Historical
Theoryl in Metafiction, Mark Currie (ed.). London: Longman Group Limited
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makes decisions based on her own thoughts and beliefs. In this sense,
she displays more dignity and personal integrity than Stevens ever

does.

Lord Darlington is the former owner of Darlington Hall. He dies
three years before the present day of Stevens’s narrative. Darlington is
an old-fashioned English gentleman who feels regret and guilt about
the harshness of England’s treatment of Germany in the Treaty of
Versailles at the end of the World War 1. This guilt is compounded by
the fact that a close friend of Darlington’s, Herr Bremann, commits
suicide after World War 1. This event, in conjunction with the dire
economic situation Lord Darlington witnesses on his visits to
Germany, inspires him to take action. In the early 1920s, he organizes
conferences at Darlington Hall to allow prominent Europeans to meet
and discuss ways to revise the Treaty of Versailles; later, he invites
British and German heads of state to Darlington Hall in an attempt to
peacefully prevent the Second World War. All the while, however,
Darlington, never understands the true agenda of the Nazis, who use
him to further Nazi aims in Britain. After World War Il, Darlington is
labeled a Nazi sympathizer and a traitor, which ruins his reputation
and leaves him a broken disillusioned old man at his death. Stevens
always speaks highly of Darlington throughout the novel; he says it is
a shame that people came to have such a terribly mistaken view of

such a noble man.

The qualities of dignity and greatness pervade the hero’s thoughts
throughout the story. Early in the novel, Stevens discusses the

qualities that make a butler “great”, claiming that “dignity” is the
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essential ingredient of greatness. He illustrates the concept with a
number of examples, finally concluding that dignity “has to do
crucially with a butler’s ability not to abandon the professional being
he inhabits.” ** Stevens develops this exclusively professional mindset
only too well. His pursuit of dignity in his professional life completely
takes over his personal life as well. By suppressing his individuality in
this manner, he never achieves true intimacy with another person. The
fact that his view of dignity is so misguided is sad; we can tell that
Stevens has wanted great things, but that he has gone about attaining

them the wrong way.

Although Stevens never overtly discusses what he thinks “regret”
may mean, it becomes clearwhen he breaks down and cries at the end
of the novel, that he wishes he had acted differently with regard to
Miss Kenton and Lord Darlington. “The tone of the novel is often
wistful or nostalgic for the past; as the story goes on, the tone deepens
into one of regret as Stevens reeviluates his past actions and

« . . .5 33
decisions, and finds them unwise.”

Miss Kenton also openly says at
the end of the novel that she often regrets the choices she has made in
her own life. The overwhelming sadness of the ending is only slightly
lifted by Stevens’s resolve to perfect the art of bantering which seems
a kind of consolation considering the irreparable losses he has

experienced in life.

32 Qu, John. 2002. —Refiguring National Character: The Remains of the British
Estate Novell in Modern Fiction Studies Vol. 48 (3): 552-580

3% ames. David. 2009. —Aurtifice and Absorption: The Modesty of The Remains of
the Dayl in Kazuo Ishiguro: Contemporary Critical Perspectives, Scan Matthews
and Sebastian Groes (eds.). London: Continuum International Publishing: 54-66
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Literal and figurative loss abounds for almost every character in
The Remains of the Day. Stevens loses his father, Miss Kenton, and
eventually his hope of convincing Miss Kenton to work again
atDarlignton Hall. Miss Kenton loses her aunt, her only relative; and
loses Stevens when she leaves to marry a man she does not love. Lord
Darligton loses two friends, Herr Bremann and Sir David Cardinal,
and his godson, Reginald Cardinal, when they die. Furthermore,
Darlighton loses his reputation and some degree of his own sanity by
the end of his life. Reginald Cardinal loses his father and his
godfather, Lord Darligton, to Nazi Brainwashing. There are both

literal and figurative deaths of dreams and ideals.

What was so evocative as he travels through the country, stopping
along the way in quaint inns and small villages, Stevens looks back
over his life and performs what we today would refer to as a life
review. He is completely obsessed with the question of what makes
one a “great” butler, a topic he returns to over and over throughout the
book, and he spends a great deal of time thinking about the quality of
dignity and examining his life and his service at Darlington Hall for
the signs of greatness he hopes to have achieved. Though he begins
each chapter with a short discussion of where he is on his trip, Stevens
reliably digresses into reflection, telling us stories of both his
moments of glory and the mistakes he wishes he could take back and

do over, and this fills the book with a sense of nostalgia and longing.

As he travels to meet with Miss Kenton, Stevens looks back on his
time working with her and fills us with the details of a relationship he

insists to be purely platonic and professional ... but it always seems
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that there is something else lying just beneath the surface. We get the
impression that throughout his career, Stevens has been so focused on
being; not just pretending to be or acting as a butler at all times that he
has never allowed himself to let down his guard, form meaningful

relationships, or express his true thoughts and feelings.

Stevens’s encounters along the way are interesting and provide him
with nice segues into his stories about butlering and life at Darlington
Hall, which upon reflection, may not seem to be quite as grand or
honorable as he once thought, but their real purpose is to build toward
the moment when Stevens will meet with Miss Kenton to discuss her
recent letter. Stevens makes much of this letter throughout the book
and spends several pages explaining to us exactly which phrases gave
him to think Miss Kenton might be interested in returning, but he is
never quite convincing enough, and we begin to understand that he is
engaged in some pretty powerful wishful thinking. When the two are

reunited, we hold our breath waiting to see what will happen.

Stevens is the narrator of his own story, and his smart butler’s style
of speaking can be contagious! That a writer born in Nagasaki in 1954
should have written a novel that so brilliantly captures the voice of a
middle-aged English butler in the summer of 1956 reflecting on times
past is remarkable. Ishiguro has lived in England since 1960, which
makes him almost as English as Stevens, because Stevens has tailored
his life to produce a complete fagade. What makes his narrative so
poignant as well as funny, its pathos and satire evenly matchedand the
sincerity with which the fagade has been cultivated. As he travels

Westward, taking in the scenery, Stevens’s mindis more on the past
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than on the landscape. Yet, because he is hardly the sort of person
who would launch into any activity as personal- and hence, improper-
as recounting his own history, his story begins as a meditation on the
“greatness” of the British landscape, which in his view, consists in its
quiet, self-confident lack of conspicuous greatness. This leads him on
to consider the “greatness” of Great Britain and greatness in general —
which leads, in turn, to the burning question, what constitutes a great
butler? For Stevens, the answer is contained in the word “dignity”, a
concept that means something different to him than it does to most

other people:

“Dignity” explains Stevens, “has to do ... with a butler’s ability not
to abandon the professional being he inhabits. Lesser butlers will
abandon their professional being for the private one at the least
provocation... The great butlers are great by virtue of their ability to
inhabit their professional role... to the utmost; they will not be shaken
out by external events, a decent gentleman will wear his suit: he will

not let ruffians or circumstances tear it off him in the public gaze...”
34

What we can see in the story is a man destroyed by the ideas upon
which he has built his life. Stevens is much preoccupied by
“greatness”, which, for him, means something very like restraint. The
greatness of the British landscapes, he believes, in its lack of the
“unseemly demonstrativeness” of African and American scenery. It
was his father, also a butler, who epitomized this idea of greatness; yet

it was just this notion which stood between father and son, breeding

34 Ishiguro. Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
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deep resentments and an inarticulacy of the emotions that destroyed

their love.

In Steven’s view, greatness in a butler “has to do crucially with the
butler’s ability not to abandonthe professional being he inhabits”. This
is linked to Englishness. Continentals and Celts don’t make good
butlers because of their tendency to “run about screaming” at the
slightest provocation. Yet it’sStevens’s longing for this kind of
“greatness’” that has wrecked his one chance of finding romantic love.
Hiding within his role, he long ago drove Miss Kenton away into the
arms of another man. “Why, why, why do you always have to

5

pretend?” ** she asks him in despair, revealing his greatness to be a

mask, a cowardice, a lie.

Stevens’s greatest defeat is the consequence of his most profound
conviction- that his master is working for the good of humanity, and
that his own glory lies in serving him. But Lord Darlighton is, and is
finally disgraced as, a Nazi collaborator and dupe. Stevens, a cut-price
St Peter, denies him at least twice, but feels forever tainted by his
master’s fall. Darlington, like Stevens, is destroyed by a personal code
of ethics. His disapproval of the ungentlemanly harshness towards the
Germans of the Treaty of Versailles is what propels him towards his
collaborationist doom. Ideals, Ishiguro shows us, can corrupt as

thoroughly as cynicism.

Ishiguro’s novel reflects a portrait of the British aristocracy’s
flirtation with Nazism untinged by sentiment. In such a way, Stevens

is an unreliable narrator, making excuses for his lordship- “Lord

33 Ishiguro, Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
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Darlington wasn’t a bad man. He wasn’t a bad man at all” *® but the
reader is allowed to see more clearly than the butler, and can’t make
any such excuse. At least Lord Darlington chose his own path. “I
cannot even claim that,” Stevens mourns. “You see, I trusted ... |
can’t even say 1 made my own mistakes. Really, one has to ask
oneself, what dignity is there in that?”*’ His whole life has been a
foolish mistake, and his only defence against the horror of this
knowledge is the same capacity for self- deception which proved his
undoing. It’s a cruel and beautiful conclusion to a story both beautiful

and cruel.

In the early part of his story, the strait-laced Stevens plays perfectly
the role of model butler as obliging narrator. Attentive to detail,
solicitous of others, eager to serve, he primly sketches the history and
current state of affairs at the great house and points out the agreeable
features of the landscape as he moves slowly from Salisbury to
Taunton, Tavistock and Little Compton in Cornwall. Much of this is
dryly, deliciously funny, not so much because Stevens is witty or
notably perceptive (he is neither) but because in his impassive
formality he is so breathtakingly true to type, so very much the
familiar product of the suppressive and anachronistic social system

that has produced him and to which he is so intensely loyal.

With The Remains of the Day, Ishiguro turned away from the
Japanese settings of his first two novels and revealed that his
sensibility was not rooted in any one place, but capable of travel and

metamorphosis. “By the time I started to write The Remains of the

* Ishiguro, Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
*" Ishiguro, Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
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Day,” he told the Paris Review, “I realized that the essence doesn’t lie
in the setting.” Where, then, might that essence lie? “Without
psychoanalyzing myself, I can’t say ... you should never believe an

author if he tells you why he has certain recurring themes.”*®

As going through the details of the story, we easily realize that the
character of Mr. Stevens has flaws as all good characters do. The hero
here changes his mind about certain topics several times throughout
the book. One of Ishiguro’s brilliant storytelling talent is that he gives
us a normal man, not too much likeable or exciting, but a man we
struggle to understand, first because we think there is nothing
important to comprehendabout him, but then later because we realize
he has a hidden character with a complex emotional and intellectual

past.

Stevens is a butler, serving an English Lord before and during
World War II and an American gentleman during the days afterward.
The fact that he is a butler shows Ishiguro’s interest in exposing the
heart of a man working in a profession which is dying out and which

is not often described in detail or depth in literature.

Stevens colors the character of Miss Kenton through various events
that occurred during the years they spent working together. His
feelings for this faithful housekeeper are revealed gradually through
the book, but only if we can reach into his mind and read the thoughts

he won’t speak aloud. When Miss Kenton, the heroine of the story,

3% Shaffer. Brian W. and Cynthia F. Wong, eds. 2003. Conversations with Kazuo
Ishiguro. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi
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pops in and out of the book, but only if we can reach into his mind and

read the thoughts he won’t speak aloud.

When Miss Kenton first came to Darlington Hall, Stevens tells us
that he and she clashed somewhat over various household issues and
jurisdiction. As the two leaders of the numerous staff at the hall, both
Mr. Stevens and Miss Kenton must learn to work together in order for
the household to run smoothly. As the years went by, they grew in
their respect for one another. We read of the evening chats they would
have over hot cocoa after the day’s work was over. Stevens describes
these talks as being of a professional nature, but we can safely gather
that they also bear the weight of friendship and perhaps the possibility

of something more.

As the present narrative rolls on, we know that Miss Kenton is now
a Mrs. Benn who resides a few days’ journey away from the Hall, and
that Mr. Stevens is going to see her in the hopes of hiring her back on
the staff of Darlington Hall after receiving a letter from her which told
of the separation between her and her husband. At least, that is the
motivation of which Stevens tells us. But we soon realize that there

are perhaps other reasons he wishes to see her.

Dignity is a key theme in The Remains of the Day. Stevens often
talks about it as though it is the ultimate virtue of a butler. The holding
of this trait means the attainment of greatness in his world. He seeks
this dignity with such fervor that he comes across as a rather hardened
and emotionless man. Stevens has a serious nature, and he recalls
many incidents in which we see him acting truly dignified, even when

caught in extremely emotional situations. When his father dies in the
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midst of an important political dinner, Stevens goes about his work

with an exterior that is so calm and emotionless, it’s almost shocking.

This dignified demeanor appears to be an ugly look at a man
without a heart, without any feelings. But we learn as we read that this
calm composure is not indeed the absence of emotion, but rather the
masking of it. Behind the mask is a man with complicated emotions,
suppressed feelings, and a self-imposed duty to put work before
allelse. This man has grown old and he rambles as he considers
whether he has lived up to his own standards. But the dignity is

always there.

The last chapter of the book is by far the most emotional and most
revealing. As Stevens reaches the end of the journey, he finds himself
in the company of Miss Kenton, now Mrs. Benn, enjoying a private
conversation with her on a rainy afternoon. They find each other much
the same as always, only older. Stever:s learns that in the days since
Miss Kenton’s letter detailing her separation, she has returned to her
husband’s house. They have a married daughter who is expecting a
child. Stevens and Miss Kenton talk mostly of the happy memories
they share, from the glory days of twenty years ago. Much has

changed since then, but still they remember the good days.

As their time together is ending, Stevens asks what has been on his
heart the entire journey — not about Miss Kenton returning to the staff
of Darlington Hall, but about her unhappiness which seemed to be
apparent in her letter. Miss Kenton replies that although she has
regrets — regrets about what could have been with Mr. Stevens — She

is not entirely unhappy. She has moments when life seems dismal, but
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the days go on and one can’t turn back the clock. They agree that yes,

they can turn back the clock, and they must continue on as they have
always done. Mr. Stevens encourages Miss Kenton to enjoy herself
and her husband, to make the most of the life she is given. And then
she leaves on the bus in the rain, and Stevens is left with his own
regrets, and a heart that is broken now that he truly realizes the
possibilities that he gave up. But through it all, he covers himself with
the dignity that he has always prized.

At the end of the story, Stevens is at the beginning of the dusk of
his life, and he contemplates his past, weighing his actions on the
scales of dignity and purpose. Were his many years spent at
Darlington Hall all for nothing? He sacrificed every hour of every day
working in the house of another man. He gave up his only chance at
happiness with Miss Kenton. He spent the prime of his life serving a

man who in the end was labeled a failure. What was it all for?

Stevens talks of how he thinks that butler’s duty is to serve a good
gentleman faithfully, without questioning the actions of this
gentleman. But later, as the world changes, he doubts whether this was
the best course after all. He questions whether there is any dignity in
not making his own mistakes, in leaving the living up to Lord

Darlington while merely working behind the scenes of importance.

As the remains of The day sink beneath the horizon, Stevens sits on

a bench waiting for the light to fade. “I gave my best to Lord
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Darlington. I gave him the very best I had to give, and now — well — I

find I do not have a great deal more left to give.”>

There is an elderly man sitting beside him on the bench. The man
says, “You’ve got to enjoy yourself. The evening’s the best part of the
day. You’ve done your day’s work. Now you can put your feet up and
enjoy it”* We leave Stevens in the dying light of an age, as he
determines to practice his bantering technique and gets back to work

at Darlington Hall.

What is so prominent is his subdued musings on the past, Stevens
offers formulations of immemorial English attitudes that are likely to
strike many contemporary readers. Obsessed with notions of
greatness, his proclaims that the English landscape is the most deeply
satisfying in the world because of “the very lack of obvious drama or
spectacle”. As he puts it, “The sorts of sights offered in such places as
Africa and America, though undoubtecly very exciting, would, I am
sure, strike the objective viewer as inferior on account of their

s ")41
unseemly demonstrativeness.

Similarly, Stevens provides a long, solemn, yet unwittingly brilliant
disquisition on the question of what makes a great butler, a topic that
has provoked “much debate in our profession over the years” and
continues to obsess him throughout his narrative. The key, he
confidently insists, is dignity, which has to do with a butler’s ability to

“inhabit” his role “to the utmost™*?

*? Ishiguro, Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
40 Ishiguro, Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
“! Ishiguro, Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
** Ishiguro, Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
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“Lesser butlers” Stevens muses, “will abandon their professional
being for the private one at the least provocation. For such persons,
being a butler is like playing some phantomime role; a small push, a
slight stumble, and the fagade will drop off to reveal the actor
underneath. The great butlers are great by virtue of their ability to
inhabit their professional role and inhabit it to the utmost; they will
not be shaken out by external events, however surprising, alarming or
vexing. They wear their professionalism as a descent gentleman will
wear his suit: he will not let ruffians or circumstances tear it off him in
the public gaze; he will discard it when he wills to do so, and this will
invariably be when he is entirely alone. It’s a matter of dignity.”*
“Mr. Ishiguro’s command of Stevens’ corseted idiom is masterly, and
nowhere more tellingly so than in the way he controls the progressive
revelation of unintended ironic meaning. Underneath what Stevens
says, something else is being said, and the something else eventually
turns out to be a moving series of chilly revelations of the butler’s
buried life — and, by implication, a powerful critique of the social
machine in which he is a cog. As we move westward with Stevens in
Farraday’s vintage Ford, we learn more and more about the price he

has paid in striving for his lofty ideal of professional greatness.

The pattern of progressively more ironic revelations begins to take
shape on the first moming of the butler’s holiday. AtSalisbury, we
start hearing about the complex fate of the nobleman to whom Stevens
had so singularly devoted his long life of service. Lord Darlington was

a sincere, well-meaning man, eager to further what he believed to be

s Ishiguro, Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
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the common good of humanity. In the years just after World War [, he
tried in unofficial meetings to persuade English and European
statesmen to amend the Treaty of Versailles because he felt it was too

harsh on the Germans.

Much of what Stevens tells us in the middle sections of the novel is
about the man he once thought was the epitome of moral worth.
Although he is too honest not to provide all the incriminating facts
about Darlington, Stevens is still so caught up in his own dream of
serving a gentleman of international renown that he keeps trying to
paint away the blemishes in his Lordship’s portrait. This pattern of
simultaneous admission and denial, revelation and concealment,

emerges as the defining feature of the butler’s personality.

As he pompously recollects some of his triumphs in service, he also
describes incidents that allow us to glimpse layers of guilt and a
capacity for self-questioning. On two occasions he tells anecdotes
about recent encounters during which he went so far as to deny that he
had worked for Lord Darlington. He also confesses of having made
some serious errors in his daily rounds, slips caused by age but also, a
reader has to feel, by some subterranean feelings of doubt about the

course of his life.

Most troubling are his accounts of the death of his father, the
dismissal of the Jewish housemaids and his relationship with the high-
spirited Miss Kenton, who tried to get him to respond to her affection.
In all these instances, Stevens had suppressed his feelings; he has
retreated from the unruly forces of death, politics and love by claiming

to be following a principle of order higher than that of narrow
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individualism. In the last section of the novel, Stevens does have two

very brief and extraordinarily moving moments of self-recognition:
one when Miss Kenton confesses that she wishes she had married him,
and he speaks for the first time of sorrow and heartbreak; and the
other when, in a conversation with a stranger on the pier at
Weymouth, he is again stirred to talk about his attachment to Lord

Darlington:

“Lord Darlington wasn’t a bad man. He wasn’t a bad man at all.
And at least he had the privilege of being able to say at the end of his
life that he made his own mistakes... He chose a certain path in life, it
proved to be a misguided one, but there, he chose it, he can say that at
least. As for myself, 1 cannot even claim that. You see, 1 trusted. 1
trusted in his lordship’s wisdom. All those years I served him, 1
trusted that I was doing something worthwhile. T can’t even say I
made my own mistakes. Really, one has to ask oneself, what dignity is

there in that?”*

Yest, even though the shivery pathos of Stevens’ recognition of his
misguided idealism and barren life, the wry comedy remains. With so
long a history of self-deception, the butler can only respond to this
impasse by deftly creating another innocent fiction that will allow him
to suppress feelings and knowledge in pursuit of a newly revised ideal
of service. At the very close of narration, thinking of his imminent
return to Mr. Farraday and Darlington Hall, Stevens reflects on the

jovial American’s habit of exchanging playful and teasing remarks,

* Ishiguro. Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
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and he decides to sharpen his little-used skills at bantering so that he

might better relate to his new, more egalitarian master.

Kazu Ishiguro’s tonal control of Stevens’ repressive yet continually
reverberating first-person voice is dazzling. So is his ability to present
the butler from every point on the compass: with affectionate humor,
tart irony, criticism, compassion and understanding. It is remarkable,
too, that as we read along in this strikingly original novel, we continue
to think not only about the old butler, but about his country, its politics

and its culture.

Although Mr. Ishiguro was born in Japan in 1954, he has lived in
England since 1960. In his first novel, “A Pale View of Hills”, he
portrayed stricken life in Nagasaki during the 1950’s without ever
mentioning the atom bomb. In his second book, “An artist of the
Floating World”, he gracefully yet tough-mindedly explored the
conflicts between tradition and change in modern Japan by charting
the rambling reminiscenes of an eminent old painter troubled in the
late 40’s by the consequences of his earlier allegiance to imperial
designs. Now, what remains of the butler’s “day” occurs in July 1956,
the month in which President Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt
nationalized the Suez Canal, a turning point in contemporary British
history. Stevens doesn’t mention that either. But a reader is likely to
keep thinking about many of the larger issues raised by the butler’s

plangent story, and for a long time.

“Lord Darlington, 1 should say, had actually witnessed my father’s
fall of a week or so earlier. His lordship had been entertaining two

guests, a young lady and gentleman, in the summerhouse, and had
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watched my father’s approach across the lawn bearing a much
welcome tray of refreshments. The lawn climbs a slope several yards
in front of the summerhouse, and in those days, as today, four
flagstones embedded into the grass served as steps by which to
negotiate this climb. It was in the vicinity of these steps that my father
fell, scattering the load on his tray — teapot, cups, saucers, sandwiches,
cakes — across the area of grass at the top of the steps. By the time [
had received the alarm and gone out, his lordship and his guests had
laid my father on his side, a cushion and a rug from the summerhouse
serving as pillow and blanket. My father was unconscious and his face
looked an addly grey color. Dr. Meredith had already been sent for,

but his lordship was of the view that my father should be moved.”*

When Kazu Ishiguro’s parents brought their 6 year old son to
England in 1960, they thought they would soon return to Japan and
prepared him carefully to resume life in a different world. But they
ended up staying, and Mr. Ishiguro grew up straddling two societies,

the Japan and his parents and his adopted England.

In his first two novels, Mr. Ishiguro evoked a Japan struggling to
rebuild and come to terms with a tarnished past. In “The Remains of
the Day”, he turns his eye on another myth-shrouded society, that of
Britain in the last days of empire. Although each of his novels is set at
an important historical moment, Mr. Ishiguro says he is more
interested in examining the way people, and by extension societies,
come to face truths about themselves. Ishiguro tended to focus on

elderly charaters out of his concern about how members of his

** Ishiguro, Kazuo. 1988. The Remains of the Day. New York: Vintage
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generation would account for themselves in the years to come. He said
“I tend to write out of a projected fear of what would happen. To
combat complacency, I suppose I’'m always trying to remind myself in
my writing that while we may be very pleased with ourselves, we may
look back with different perspective, and we see we may have acted

out of cowardice and failure of vision.” %

“What I'm interested in is not the actual fact that my characters
have done things they later regret”, Mr. Ishiguro said. “I'm interested
in how they come to terms with it. On the one hand there is a need for
honesty, on the other hand a need to deceive themselves — to preserve
a sense of dignity, some sort of self-respect. What I want to suggest is
that some sort of dignity and self-respect does come from that sort of

honesty.”47

K skook

%6 Lang, James.2000. —Public Memory, Private History: Kazuo Ishiguro®s The
Remains of the Dayl in Clio Vol. 29 (2): 143-165

47 Shaffer, Brian W. and Cynthia F. Wong, eds. 2008. Conversations with Kazuo
Ishiguro. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi
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Les déshérités de la société
égyptienne d’avant 52
D’aprés
"Ceux qui souffrent sur terre
de Taha Hussein
Et
"Les Hommes oubliés de Dieu

"d’> Albert Cossery
(Etude critique , narratologique
et comparative)

"

Maints écrivains de  nationalités
différentes , puisent leurs idées en Egypte ;
un pays qui embrasse plusieurs cultures et
suscite leur imagination soit par des
événements grandioses et admirables soit par
des événements catastrophiques Deux
écrivains égyptiens ont retrace 1'état de leur

pays avant la Révolution de 1952 .

Les premiéres nouvelles de " Ceux qui
souffrent sur Terre "ou”Al Mul‘adabin fi
al’ard " brossent un tableau de la campagne
¢gyptienne , le berceau de Taha Hussein , ou
il a passé son enfance. A linverse , ses
articles battent en bréche I'insouciance du

gouvernement pour amoindrir le fossé entre-
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riches et pauvres . Quant a Albert Cossery , il a tendance a découvrir
dans" Les Hommes oubliés de Dieu " les ruelles cairottes et a
contempler les habitants de ces régions . Malgré I'état décadent des
habitants , I'humour corrosif et la dérision s'échappent des écrits de cet

Egyptien francophone.

Les années quarante ont témoigné de la gouvernance du roi Farouk
I qui succéda & son pére Fouad I¥ | le 28 avril 1936.“Y) La Seconde
Guerre Mondiale jeta ses ombres sur le monde entier incluant
L'Egypte ,alors soumise a I'occupation anglaise ; 'Angleterre étant l'un

des piliers des Alliés .

La situation politique restait encore chaude et ou le pouvoir était
partagé entre les Anglais , représentés par Le Haut-Commissaire
britanique , le palais royal et le gouvernement égyptien . Nous avons ,
en outre , maints partis qui jouissent d'un poids lourd sur la plateforme
politique comme " Le Wafd " . Et parmi les autres événements
remarquables , citons la fondation de I'Etat Hébreu en 1948 et le
déclenchement de la premiere guerre israélo-arabe (mai 1948-

juin1949).49

L’Egypte demeure donc un puits inépuisable de récits pleins de
merveilles et de misere qui nous fascinent et nous €émeuvent . Ses
villes et villages , ses avenues et ruelles suscitent I’esprit de quiconque
écrivain pour esquisser un tableau des us et coutumes .La société
égyptienne a maintes fois été abordée par des écrivains tantot

égyptiens , tantdt francais , tantot francophones; parmi lesquels , nous

(48) . i
(49 Cf : Lugan(Bernard) , Histoire de L."Egypte des origines & nes jours , Editions du Rocher ,Paris, 2002, p.223
)
Cf: Ibid , p.p.236, 239
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avons choisi deux Egyptiens , Taha Hussein, " Doyen de la littérature

arabe" , et Albert Cossery , un écrivain francophone.

Pour le corpus , nous avons opté pour “Ceux qui souffrent sur
terre” recueil composé de six récits issus des souvenirs d’enfance de
Taha Hussein , tels que : "Saleh" , "Qassem" , Hadig-a" , "Al-
Mu’tazila" , " Rafiq" ou Compagnon" ," Safd" et cinq articles issus
des premiers fastes de [’Islam, critiquant [’insouciance du
gouvernement face aux crises de la société tels que : "Danger ou Hatar
", "Solidarité¢ ou Tadadmun ", "Le poids de richesse Tiqal al gind ", "
Générosité ou Sahd' " et "L’Egypte malade ou Misr marid-a ". Taha
Hussein a dicté son oeuvre en 1947 | mais elle fut saisie par le
gouvernement de maniere que “Ceux qui souffrent sur terre” fut

publié¢ au Liban en 1949, puis republié aprés la révolution des

Officiers Libres.

Quant au second recueil , “Les Hommes Oubliés de Dieu” | la
premiere oeuvre d’Albert Cossery , il peint I’Egypte des années
trente, plus précisément, les ruelles cairottes et ses habitants dans cinq
nouvelles: " Le facteur se venge" , " La jeune fille et le haschache" ,
"Le coiffeur a tué sa femme" , "Danger de la fantaisie" et " Les
affameés ne révent que de pain" . Cette oeuvre fut publiée pour la
premiére fois en 1941 dans La Semaine Egyptienne™, puis introduite
aux Etats-Unis grace a I’écrivain Henry Miller. 1I faut noter qu'Albert

Cossery a seulement rédigé cing nouvelles.

% Kober (Marc) , Fengolio (Iréne ) , Langon ( Danicl) . Entre Nil et sable :
écrivains d'Egypte d'expression frangaise (1920-1960) .Centre national de
documentation pédagogique . Paris . 1999, p.113
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La nouvelle n'est qu'un récit conté , de maniére que nous pouvons
1'étudier en tant que le roman . Pourtant , le roman s'oppose a la nouvelle
, puisqu’il se caractérise par la multiplicité des pages , des personnages,
de centres d'intérét et d'intrigues . Conséquemment , nous pouvons
considérer les récits de Taha Hussein comme des nouvelles , €tant
donné qu’elles sont caractérisées par la simplicité de la construction

dramatique:

«la nouvelle |, limite le nombre des personnages, des
événements , des données spatio-temporelles : un ou deux lieux ,
par exemple, considérés dans la logique d’une seule séquence

temporelle. »°V

Les deux oeuvres abordent 1’écosystéme social égyptien avant la
révolution de 1952 ; donc c’est presque la méme période. “Les
Hommes Oubliés de Dieu” et “Ceux qui souffrent sur terre” se
joignent par une vision convergente retragant l'état lamentable du
paria égyptien en voyant dans les horizons les indices d'une prochaine

révolution.

Mais, chaque écrivain s'exprime différemment: un jeune é€crivain
francophone, de 27 ou 28 ans, mal connu dans les sphéres culturelles
arabes , mais célébre dans les sphéres francophones, face a Taha
Hussein, "Doyen de la littérature arabe". Les deux auteurs ont vécu
avec les déshérités soit a la campagne, soit a la ville. Ils peignent un
mosaique de la vie ruinée des marginaux en braquant la lumiére sur

leurs portraits, leurs comportements et leurs attitudes pour survivre.

1 Grojnowski (Daniel) , Lire la nouvelle , Dunod , Paris ,.1993 , p.11
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Un jeune bohémien vit dans les ruelles cairotes dégoutantes, face a
un sociologue, journaliste, ministre dont le patrimoine culturel est
inéluctable . Premiére oeuvre pour le jeune écrivain rédigée en
frangais , alors que l'autre rédigée en arabe soutenue . En outre ,
Cossery n'a rédigé tout au long de sa vie que huit oeuvres comparé a

son homologue qui a enrichi la littérature arabe .

La différence de générations et de cultures entre les deux auteurs
suscite la curiosité pour s'interroger : Comment Taha Hussein et
Albert Cossery ont-ils abordé cette période soit a la ville , soit a la
campagne ? Et cela dans des circonstances sont tellement pires que
tous les intellectuels ont sonné le glas pour sauver les démunis sévis

par le paupérisme et la miseére.

De plus , nous trouvons que l'étude comparative de ces deux
oeuvres flatte I'esprit , car I'une est dominée par le sérieux , tandis que
l'autre est dominée par l'ironie : le sérieux de Taha Hussein avec sa
densité et sa concentration sémantique face a l'ironie d'Albert Cossery
avec sa légérete, son audace et sa spontanéité .Cela met en question le
fonctionnement de ces deux postures dans la littérature pour remédier

aux maux de la sociéte.

Le sérieux de Taha Hussein est issu de son éducation azhariste
ainsi que de l'influence de la tragédie classique francaise d’une
maniére qui nous pousse a penser a l'avenir et a nous sensibiliser aux
défis de l'époque . La vie bohémienne de Cossery , lui donne
l'occasion d’ironiser le réel en touchant les problémes épineux de son
alentour . Effectivement , l'ironie n'est ni la tromperie , ni le mensonge

, mais c'est une attitude morale pour une quéte de vérité et une forme
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critique qui porte sur la réalité vécue et qui refuse l'effectivité du

monde .

L'ironie de Cossery différe de 1'ironie de Voltaire par exemple dans
, "Candide" ou "L'ingénu " ; ’auteur égyptien ne prend pas pour cible
le naif ou I'étranger, mais ses protaginistes sont intelligents , malgré

leur paupérisme :

« Ce n’'est pas la possession de biens qui peut satisfaire un
homme intelligent , qui a compris dans quel monde il vit .
Parce que c’est cela , l'intelligence : comprendre dans quel

monde on vit | »°P

Cossery a subi linfluence de lironie modeme fondée par
Baudelaire avec Les Fleurs du mal dont les qualités littéraires
fondamentales sont : le surnaturalisme et l'ironie.®” La modernité

existe dans la légéreté , la rapidité et la brieveté .

Pourtant , nous avons d'autres formes d'ironies comme : l'ironie
romantique , l'ironie classique et l'ironie tragique . La premiére a
commencé avec M™ de Staél , par des expressions nouvelles : ironie

du sort , ironie des faits ou ironie de 'Histoire®? -

« F.Schlegel a défini l'ironie romantique par le jeu de
l'objectivité et de la subjectivité( la Claire conscience de

l'agilité éternelle , du total chaos infini ), qui s‘oppose a toute

52 Mitrani (Michel) , Conversation avec Albert Cossery , Editions Joglle Losfeld .
Paris ,1995 . p-9
(53 ¢f - Hamon (Philippe) . L'ironie littéraire Essai sur les formes de I'écriture

obligue ., Hachette , Paris , 1996 , p.49
Y Cf : Ibid , p.132
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synthése harmonieuse des contraires et privilégie les formes

d'expression " ouvertes" ( essai , paradoxe , fragment) . »°>

L'ironie classique , nous avons celle de Pascal , de La Bruyére , de
Montesquieu et de Voltaire . D'aprés Philippe Hamon , nous pouvons
appeler ironie classique quand les cinq actants de la scéne ironique :
l'ironisant , la cible , le complice et les gardiens de la loi sont
identifiables et incarnés dans les personnages individuels ou dans les
instances de narration séparées , tout en restant stables en cours de
textes.*® Quant a l'ironie tragique , elle « est issue , chez les Grecs
de l'ironie du sort , elle marque 'opposition entre la connaissance que
le spectateur a de la situation , et l'ignorance dans laquelle se trouve le

personnage (OEdipe) »*”

Par ailleurs , la nouvelle correspond a notre mode de vie et a notre
civilisation télévisée . En tant que genre littéraire , elle jouit d'une
figure noble dans la littérature , puisqu'un bon nombre d'écrivains
illustres ont enrichi ce genre , citons entre autres : Maupassant , Kafka
, Sartre , Joyce , etc...

L'Egypte a également connu la nouvelle avec : Mahmid Taymdr ,

Yasuf Idris , Yahya Haqqi , Yasuf al Chardni , etc...®%

(55)

Dictionnaire historique , thématique , et technigue des Littératures )

littératures francaise et étrangéres , Anciennes et modrenes . Librairie Larousse .
1985, p.772

9 Cf ; L'ironie littéraire Essai sur les formes de I'écriture oblique , p.125
“? Dictionnaire historique , thématique , et technique des Littératures ,

littératures francaise et étrangéres , Anciennes et modrenes . Librairie Larousse .
Paris , 1984 , p.772

“® Cf : Tomiche (Nada) . La littérature arabe contemporaine . Editions
Maisonneuve & Larose . Paris , 1980 p.p.42-44
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De prime abord , le role de la littérature est de transmettre la réalité
sociale . Effectivement , la littérature archive le passé , prescrit le

présent et éclaire I’avenir. Selon Jean-Yves Tadié :

« La société existe avant l’'oeuvre , parce que l’écrivain est
conditionné par elle , la refléte , I'exprime , cherche a la
transformer ; elle existe dans I'ceuvre , ou ['on retrouve sa
trace , et sa description ; elle existe apres ['oeuvre , parcequ’il

ya une sociologie de la lecture , du public.... »)

Un autre probléme se manifeste : la différenciation de la
personnalité des deux écrivains et leur appartenance aux origines
sociales différentes ; Cossery est issu d’une famille de la bourgeoisie
chrétienne aisée, il a recu une éducation frangaise laique , alors que
Taha Hussein est issu du petit village égyptien ; il a regu une

éducation azhariste , puis a continué ses études en France .

De plus , “Les Hommes Oubliés de Dieu” est rédigé en francais ,
tandis que “Ceux qui souffrent sur terre” est rédigé en arabe classique
soutenue . Devant cette divergence , il nous faudra étudier le texte
source de Taha Hussein en arabe, puisque les textes traduits posent

parfois de multiples problémes .

La problématique de la traduction dans I’étude comparative est tres

ambigle et controversee :

« 1l existe des travaux portant sur le processus méme de la

traduction, ainsi que de trés nombreuses études ponctuelles

©9 Tadié ( Jean-Yves) ,_La critigue littéraire au XXe si¢cle , Belfond , Paris, 1987
,p-15
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sur telle ou telle traduction. Ces recherches , dans leur
majorité , mettent ['accent sur [’écart, entendu comme une
déperdition entre ['original et la traduction, contribuant ainsi
a renforcer l'opinion qu'un texte traduit n'est qu’un pisaller

indigne de toute étude littéraire » "

Normalement , la littérature comparée est une science qui étudie la
relation entre deux ou plusieurs oeuvres , écrivains , événements
historiques et civilisations qui appartiennent aux divers pays et aux
différentes langues ayant pour objet de mettre en cause deux
perspectives : divergences et convergences sur tous les échelons

linguistiques , historiques , sociaux , etc. ..

Dans cette these , 1'étude comparative s'établit entre deux écrivains
égyptiens qui parlent d'un méme sujet . Aussi , yaura-t-il quelques
critiques qui s'élévent contre ce choix . Néanmoins , il se manifeste
actuellement une nouvelle orientation qui invite a étudier des oeuvres
ayant un relief d'homogénéité comme : la langue, le pays et la culture.
Yves Chevrel a expliqué cette complexité disant que ce genre de
littérature est une littérature régionale , il a présenté l'exemple de
certains pays a l'instar de la Belgique , le Canada , I'Inde et la Suisse

qui sont des Etats multilingues.

En outre , Henri Mitterand a établi une étude comparative entre
Emile Zola et Guy de Maupassant en examinant leur écriture du Midi
dans Nais Micoulin nouvelle de Zola et Uwne vie . roman de

Maupassant .

““> Brunel ( Pierre) , Chevrel (Yves) . Précis de Littérature comparée . Puf . 1989
,p-211
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1l a justifié son choix :

« De méme qu'il existe un comparatisme externe qui , sous le
nom de littérature comparée , confronte les unes aux autres les
littératures nationales, étudiant par exemple les variations
dun méme théme courant d'idées par-dela les frontiers
linguistiques et culturelles , on peut concevoir un
comparatisme interne : celui-ci placera cote a cote deux
écrivains appartenant a un méme champ culturel , pour
caractériser chacun d'eux de maniére plus précise et plus
pertinente , grdce au repérage de leurs analogie et de leurs

différences . »°V

Soulignons qu’en raison de la langue arabe soutenue de Taha
Hussein , nous avons traduit les parties les plus significatives , puisque
"Le Doyen" a eu recours a répéter ou a étaler certains dialogues ou
détails expliquant le milieu rural.Corséquemment , nous sommes
obligée d'expliquer le sens général de certaines pages de l'oeuvre afin

d'éviter I'ennui ou la répétition .

La présente étude comparative est en méme temps et d’abord une
approche narratologique et critique basée sur I’analyse thématique qui
exige une étude sociocritique et narratologique , puisque le théme
traite le statut des déshérités de la société égyptienne .Or , nous avons
besoin d’étudier les personnages , le cadre chronotopique et les

conditions sociales avant la révolution des Officiers Libres.6?

@) Mitterand ( Henri) . Le Roman 2 l'oeuvre , Genése et valeurs , Puf , 1°° édition
Paris , 1998 , p.140

62) _*instabilité politique et sociale ainsi que la défaite des armées arabes contre
I’Etat hébreu en 1948 ont poussé un groupe de jeunes officiers de I'armée
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Notons que la ligne narrative suivie ne se fond pas seulement sur la

notion génettienne:

« Les travaux de Gérard Genette sur les relations entre le
“récit” , le “discours” et la ‘“diégeése” ne permettent pas
d’établir des liens entre la structure narrative et la structure
sociale , étant donné qu’ils négligent le fond sémantique du
récit. Il va sans dire qu’il est impossible [ ... ] de transporter les
concepts de la méthodologie formelle dans le domaine de la

. R ey . 63
sociologie littéraire »O

En outre , Vincent Jouve a trouvé que les études littéraires opérées
par le formalisme et le structuralisme a permis de reconsidérer une
notion jusque la assez indéterminée et tombée en desuetude.®® Pour la
sociocritique , elle est enrichie de toute épaisseur historique , de
méthodologie diverse en rendant compte du rapport de I’homme a la
SOciete

«Llle s’identifie a la sociologie du texte , c’est-a-dire qu'au
lieu de s’intéresser aux théemes el aux idées de [l'oeuvre
comme d’autres branches de la sociologie de la littérature |
elle s’intéresse a la question de savoir comment des problémes

sociaux el des intéréts de groupe sont articulés sur les plans

égyptienne 4 se révolter contre le régime pour renverser la monarchie et libérer
L’Egypte de I’occupation anglaise en 1952. Dirigé par Gamal abd el Nasser ., Le
comité des officiers libres a déclenché un coup d’Etat ; il s’est emparé du palais
royal sans effusion du sang . Les officiers ont obligé le roi Farouk ler a s’exiler . le
genéral Mohammed Neguib a tenu le pouvoir , puisqu’il était le plus 4gé . En 1953 ,
s’était la proclamation officielle de la République et la fin de la monarchie.

(%) Zima ( Pierre V.) , Manuel de sociocritique . Harmattan , Paris . 2000, p.120
(°**) Cf : Jouve ( Vincent) ,_L’effet-personnage dans le roman. Puf . Paris . 2008,
p.8
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sémantiques , syntaxiques et narratifs . Ell ne renonce ni au

commentaire critique ni au jugement de valeur »6)

&%k

() Tadié ( Jean-Yves) .. La critique littéraire au XXe siécle , Op.cit, p.177
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