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ABSTRACT:

In light of the compound violence and discrimination that
women in general, and women with disabilities, in particular,
suffer in the Gaza Strip because of their gender and/or their
disabilities, it was necessary to address the reality of
discrimination practiced against the battered women and
women with disabilities, especially pursuant to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the two international
covenants and other relevant international declarations that
emphasized non-discrimination and the realization of the rights
of all individuals, as well as the International Convention for
the Protection of Rights of people with disabilities, which
stressed the importance of the rights of this group of people,
especially as it is one of the marginalized and the most
vulnerable to violence groups.
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Therefore, the study sought to explore the conditions of abused
women and women with disabilities in the Gaza Strip and to
identify forms of violence, (verbal, psychological, sexual,
social, and economic), against women and women with
disabilities in the Gaza Strip and its sources, and to shed light
on the responses of the abused women and women with
disabilities towards this violence against them. The study also
tries to identify the most important difficulties and challenges
that face the abused women and women with disabilities in the
Gaza Strip and to examine their effects in order to come up
with a set of recommendations that would enable the abused
women and women with disabilities in the Gaza Strip to get
their rights and an access to justice in society.

The study adopted the methodology of presentation and
analytical description, using previous studies, reports, and
articles related to the current study, in addition to organizing
two focus groups in order to enhance the methodology of
participation and reach a semi-collective perception of the
phenomenon and its interactions, as well as organizing seven
in-depth interviews with experts, specialists, and feminist
activists who have knowledge and experiences in women's life
and who interact with their conditions to form a perception of
the phenomenon and the methods of intervention and
appropriate treatment to reduce it.

The study concluded significant results which include that
many women and women with disabilities who have been
subjected to violence are ignorant of their rights, which
prompted them to refrain from filing complaints or lawsuits
before the judiciary or the competent authorities, in addition to
the firm conviction of many abused women and women with
disabilities that it is useless to report cases of gender-based
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violence and the depriving them of their rights. The
deteriorating economic status, the COVID-19 pandemic, and
the recent Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip also contributed
directly and indirectly to the escalation of violence against
women and women with disabilities in the Gaza Strip and
resulted in negative psychological effects on them.

The study came up with a set of recommendations, the most
important of which include: the necessity of having laws that
protect women and women with disabilities from violence
against them and putting them into effect, and the necessity of
providing free legal advice to the battered women and women
with disabilities, and urging the government to change its
concerns and policies and respond to the reported emergencies
in order to encourage women to report their cases and help
them get their rights.
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