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ABSTRACT

Today, the world is on the verge of a new era, namely return to the multipolar system due
to the emergence of new international powers that aim at regaining their international position.
Everyone is in a hurry to capture the multiple sources of energy and wealth in the Arab region.
Russia, therefore, has been one of the first powers that has returned to the areas of its historical
influence and relations. It has seized the opportunity of the crises that have hit the Arab region
to return to it and interfere in its affairs, especially in Syria, Libya. To achieve that, it has
employed its media and propaganda machines to justify these interferences and to establish
communication with the Arab governments and peoples. RT Arabic is one of its most prominent
media to give the Russian viewpoint regarding the crises in the Arab region. It makes use of the
technological development in communication, the huge merging of the mass media and the
characteristics of this development that allows for the unlimited accessibility to the Arab masses
and for spreading the Russian propaganda discourse. This study, therefore, aims at identifying
the nature of the Russian propaganda discourse addressed to the Arab region, pinpointing the
most prominent crises RT Arabic highlighted, identifying the characteristics and roles of the
active powers and finding the means of proof and frame of reference adopted in this discourse.
The study also aims at revealing the propaganda methods used in this site by applying the survey
methods, content-analysis tools and tools of analyzing the discourse.

The problem of this study comes from posing the question: What is the Russian
propaganda discourse regarding the crises of the Arab region in the electronic sites?

RT Arabic has been chosen for this study. The researcher used the comprehensive
restriction method for all the contents published by the site for three months: from 1 Oct. 2019 to
31 Dec. 2019. The contents were about the crises that took place in Syria and Libya where
Russia was an active participant.

The study has reached a number of conclusions, the most important of which are the
following:

1. The study results revealed that the official Russian stand did not support the Turkish military
operation in Syria. The discourse producer, moreover, emphasized the international stands
that agreed with it in opposing the interference. He explained the consequences of that crisis
on the human condition and the violations committed by the pro-Turkish factions during the
operation.

2. The discourse producer of RT Arabic highlighted the Russian and Syrian Army efforts in
combatting terrorism in Syria. He clarified the danger of the terrorist organizations on civil
security and peace. He also highlighted the Russian stand regarding the American ambitions
in the Syrian fortunes. He, moreover, revealed that the external support for the terrorist
organizations was to blame for the continuity and escalation of the crisis.
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3. As for the crisis of the military and security cooperation agreement between Turkey and the
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Reconciliation Government in Libya, the discourse producer concentrated on highlighting the
stands that opposed the agreement and agreed with the official Russian stand that aspired to

increasing its influence in Libya and which considered that agreement an obstacle in front of
that influence.
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