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Social networks and their impact on marital disputes among Saudi families in Taif

Abstract: The study aimed to identify the impact of social networks on marital relations and the social roles that lead to
marital disputes in the Saudi family in Taif. The researcher used the descriptive approach. The tool consisted of a
questionnaire of 41 words applied on a sample of 150 individuals (84) males and 66 females. Using the statistical program
(SPSS), the study reached the following results:

- The first aspect: the effect of the social networks on the relationship between the spouses, had the highest average (2.50 of
3) followed by the second aspect; the impact of networks on social roles between the spouses, an average of 2.48, while the
third aspect; the possible means to reduce the negative effects of social networks on the relationship between the spouses
with an average of 2.31. The results of the study showed that 68.7% of the sample believe that the impact of social networks
on the Saudi family is very effective, while 24% believe that the networks are fairly effective and 60.7% are completely
satisfied with the control developed by the government to deal with social networks, while the ratio of (34.7%) are satisfied
to some extent, and a percentage of (4.7%) is not quite satisfied. Also, the results show that 31.3% of the sample use
networks less than two hours per day, 30.7% use networks 2-4 hours, 22.7% use them 4-6 hours, and 15.3% use the
networks (6) hours or more per day. The results showed that 42% of respondents use Twitter, 26.7% followed by Facebook,
17.3%, and 14% use Snapchat.

- The results of the study showed that there were no statistically significant differences at the level of (0L = 0.05) between the
responses of the sample members of the study on the effect of social networks on marital conflicts according to variables
(gender, marital status, age, occupation, educational level, income level). The general level of expressions in the three
aspects of the study.

In the light of the results of the study, a number of recommendations were presented to limit the negative impact of social
networks on family life and to use them to strengthen marital relationships and to raise social awareness.

Keywords: trace. Social networks. Marital disputes. Family of Saudi Arabia. City of Taif
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The Role of Woman’s Shelters in Rehabilitation of Battered Women

(An Study Applied in the Social Protection Institution in Jeddah)

Abstract: This study aimed to identify the dimensions of the phenomenon of domestic violence and to reveal the role of
social protection (both the committee and the house) in the face of violence against women and to reveal the reality of the
abuses after they left the social protection home. The study applied the case study approach, where the study used the
interviews as a study tool. The sample of the study was 10 cases of women in the social protection house or those who were
discharged from the social protection house. The most important results of the study were non-stop violence at the
economic or educational level and the lack of programs that provide the classified works, the lack of social protection, lack
of follow-up care efforts, and lack of cooperation between the state agencies concerned with combating violence. The most
important recommendations were the intensification of courses for those working in this field, and providing women who
were subject to violence to education and rehabilitation programs, as well as increasing the awareness of the members of

the community and work on supporting efforts between the organs of the state concerned.

Keywords: role, community protection, abuse adjustment familiarly, Jeddah city
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- Oselly, K. (2015). Social Ladder in a confrontation of Organize Violence. Journal of Social Sciences.
Vol. (18), No. (3): 412 — 431.

- Hunis, ). et. al. (2017). Degree Availability of Social Ladder components — Singapore. Conference on

Social Peace in East Asian States, 13-14/ May/ 2017.

Perception Level of Social Ladder’s Concept and Significance among University Students

Abstract: This study aimed at identifying the perception level of social ladder’s concept and significance among university
students. In order to achieve the study objectives, the researcher adopted both the descriptive-analytical. The researcher
also developed a questionnaire to measure the perception level of social ladder’s concept and significance among university
students. The questionnaire was applied on a stratified random sample consisting of (315) male and female students, of
which (266) questionnaires were retrieved representing a response rate of (84.44%).

The study results indicated that the perception level of social ladder’s concept and significance among university students
was average. Furthermore, there were no differences in the perception level attributable to the following variables
(academic specialization, marital status, and university level).

The study recommended adopting all objectives of the suggested proposal along with its activities and programs.
Additionally, for the purpose of reinforcing social ladder’s concept and elements, further studies on social ladder topic

should be conducted and illustrative seminars and scientific conferences should be convened.

Keywords: university students, social ladder.
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Modern concepts in innovation and their impact on the policy of shaping innovation

from the European perspective

Abstract: The ambition of the paper is to examine the dominant and the recently emerging new concepts of innovation and
indicate their impacts on the innovation policy formation. The definition of innovation policy depends on the theoretical
foundations of innovation. This means that all choices policy makers take in elaborating innovation policies have their more
or less direct theoretical implications. In order to understand innovation policies in Europe at different (European and
national) levels, we have to understand the theoretical choices and assumptions that are implicitly or explicitly made. We
can sketch two stylized approaches to innovation policies. In the paper we will briefly present these two approaches and
complement this by the explanation of some basic notions of innovation theory. After summarizing the various
characteristics of the narrow and broad innovation approaches the authors illustrate the growing role of the Employee

Driven Innovation (EDI) in the innovation activity.

Keywords: theoretical framework of innovation, broad and narrow approach of innovation, characteristics of innovation

approaches, employees driven innovation.
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(18)Pawlak, Patryk , “conflict in Syria trigger factors and the EU response”, EPRS\European Parliamentary Research Service,
available on:http://www. europarl. europa. eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573924/EPRS_BRI(2016)573924 EN.
pdf, p55.

(19) -« EU Institutions and Council of Europe’s reactions to migration in the Mediterranean »,(Migration Crisis: Political
analysis of EU Institutions and Council of Europe’s reactions|),Caritas Europa, Vienna, 18 September 2015, available
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The policies adopted by the international community to absorb refugees

Abstract: It is crucial to point out to the refugee’s crisis worldwide. The refugee question should be raised and treated at an
international level since it doesn’t only concern the hosting countries or the countries of origins, it has a considerable impact
on the neighbouring states. The coming of the refugees to the developed and safe countries is not without a consequence,
as they affect the hosting countries in so many ways. Furthermore, the alarming conditions of refugees worldwide lead to
alarming health issues mainly affecting women and children. The refugee crisis needs effective solutions at a social,
economic and political level within the hosting countries along with the countries of origins taking into consideration the

human rights norms.

Keywords: refugee crisis ; hosting countries ; law restrictions ; international involvement ; human rights.
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ABSTRACT: This study investigates the effects of using social media communication on family relationships in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. A quantitative methodology with a descriptive design was used to determine the relationship between the
independent variable (family relationships) and the dependent variable (social media communication). There were 499
participants involved in this research survey, and their ages ranged from 20-50 years up for both males and females. The
research shows that there is no significant social media communication effect on relationships between family members,
including husband and wife and parent-children, in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The finding shows that participants do not
agree that social media influences relationships with married partners and family members. Even though the usage of social
media has become a phenomenon in recent days, Saudi Arabian families are still keeping their strong and traditional

relationships.

Keywords: social media effects, family relationship, usage of social media communications, effects of social media

communications on family relationship, marriage and social media

CHAPTERIINTRODUCTION

Are social media networks attacking our relationships? The new social media communication known
as social media networks has become a phenomena in recent days. Danah and Nicole (2007) defined social
media or social networks as web-based services that facilitates people’s interaction and build their profile in
specific system. Also, it allows people to communicate and share different things via this system. In addition,
Messaoudene and Alaeed (2012) defined social media communication as a group of global social networks
that connected a huge number of devices around the world that creates a vast connection. These networks
have a high speed of information exchange by developmental technology.

Since social media communication technologies have appeared, they have been affected by human
behavior, thought, relationship, and life styles. These social networks attracted people around the world
because it gives them a chance to communicate with other people. Also, it is the best source to follow news,
give an opinion, share moments, and meet new friends, provide entertainment and more. These factors have
shifted the societal dynamics in terms of social interaction. According to Albayan Magazine (2010), “social

media makes the world as a small village in terms of easiness of communication and exchange of information
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and experiences.” Consequently, social media has been an important tool. As stated above, people can benefit

from social media to communicate with others, listen to news or events, and participate in social activities.

Statement of the Study Issue

For the past 10 years, it has become apparent that there has been a more rapid increase in the use of
social media communication in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (K.S.A). Saudi’s society has become more
interested in the usage of social media networks, which have been become a real phenomenon. According to
the website Semoicast (2012), Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia, ranks 10th worldwide for the amount of
tweets posted in Twitter. Moreover, people in the K.S.A. use social media networks to discuss social issues,
share pictures, post daily events, meet new friends, share knowledge, communicate with other people, and
have fun. As a result, people in the K.S.A. have spent most of their time sitting and using their devices,
especially since smart phones and tablet devices were invented.

In the K. S. A, smart phones and tablet devices help increase the number of social media websites.
Also, these websites developed more applications that allow people to communicate by voice or chatting.
They connect people from different nations. On the other side of the issue, the increased usage of
communication using social media networks has contributed to increasing gaps between family members,
specifically inter- relationships, and between other relationships as well, generally intra-relationships. There
are many factors that influence individuals spending significant time using social media communication,
which in turn influence their social life. Social networks dominate people’s time because they spent most of
their time behind their phone or computer. This is because of the absent of family connection and social
interaction (Messaoudene & Alaeed, 2012). In fact, since many people spend their time using social media,
weakness will be the communication between spouses or between parents with their children.

Additionally, the absence of family interactions affect couples in Saudi Arabia. Social media
communication is playing a role in causes of divorce in Saudi’s family today. It is one factor that has been an
issue in recently divorced Saudi’s couple. As a consequence, all family members would be affected by this
issue. This study focuses on the impact of using social media networks on family’s relationships in Saudi

Arabia.

Purpose of the Study
This study intends to investigate the effects of using social media communication between family
members in the KSA. For example, it examines the degree to which social networks impact family

relationships in Saudi Arabia. In addition, this study addresses factors that contribute to reasons why Saudi
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families communicate using social media networks and how to alleviate this problem for the future in the
Saudi society.

Also, it discovers possible reasons for, factors of, and solutions to social media’s impact on
relationships in the Saudi family. This study detects whether social media communication has an impact on

the family interactions between husband and wife and parents with their children.

Research Questions

The research questions of the study were as follows:

R1: Is there a statistical relationship between the influence of social media communication
technologies and the relationship between married couples in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia?

R2: Is there a statistical relationship between the influence of social media communication

technologies and family relationships in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia?

Hypotheses

H1: There is no statistical relationship between the influence of social media communication
technologies and the relationship among married couples in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

H2: There is no statistical relationship between the influence of social media communication

technologies and family relationships in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Significance of the Study

This study attempts to recognize the impact of social communication on family relationships. Also,
the present study helps understand how familial relationships have changed after the emergence of social
networking. In addition, this study demonstrates how social media networks affect the relationships among
families in Saudi Arabia.

Lastly, this study helps families be knowledgeable and aware about the impact of using social media

networks between familial relationships.

Summary
In this chapter, the present study introduced how the social media networks in Saudi Arabia become a
phenomena. The study’s main idea is the impact of social media communication between family relationships

in the K.S.A.
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CHAPTER Il REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The proliferation of social media technologies and the accessibility and portability of the internet
through mobile phones and tablets has brought about worldwide connectivity. One country in the Middle
East, The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (K.S.A)) has, in recent years, continued to increase its internet activities.
According to a report by We Are Social, the data for average number of hours per day spent on the internet in
K.S.A. is five hours from a laptop or desktop device and three hours if it is accessed through a mobile device.
As for time spent on social media, data from We Are Social (2014) tells us that K.S.As average number of
hours spent on social media is 2.8 hours (Kemp, 2014). The paper attempts to investigate whether the
prevalence of social media sites affect the most important social group in the K.S.A. which is the family (North
& Tripp, 2009).

Family relationships are at the heart of human lives (Salmon & Shackelford, 2007). Since families in
the K.S.A. are more self-contained, and there are several generations living under one roof, questions arise
about the influence that social media brings to these families, and its effects on the fabric of life in that
country. We shall take a look at various theoretical perspectives and build upon a framework to further

understand the perspective of social media communication and familial relationships in Saudi Arabia.
Historical Perspective

Communication is the main way that we engage our family members.

Researchers on family and communication generally see a pattern of change over the past two
decades on the values and behaviors that affect family structures. According to Koerner and Fitzpatrick
(2000), communication plays a central role in the family.

According to anthropologist Edward T. Hall, cultural norms impact communication (Adler, Rosenfeld
& Proctor, 2012). Koerner and Fitzpatrick (2000), attempted to define the family communication
environment. In their explanation of family communication patterns, they mentioned research on two beliefs
that families have on communication: centrality of conversation and conformity orientation (Koerner &
Fitzpatrick, 2000). The first belief of family communication is conversation orientation, which is the degree to
which families create an atmosphere where everyone is encouraged to participate in unrestrained interaction
on a wide spectrum of topics.

Families on the high end of conversation orientation spend a lot of time interacting with each other;
they share their individual activities, thoughts, and feelings with other family members. Family decisions,
plans, and activities are discussed with everyone. However, families on the low end of the conversation

orientation spectrum interact less frequently with each other and only a few topics are discussed openly to
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each other and not everyone’s input is sought for family decisions (Koerner & Fitzpatrick, 2000). The
underlying implication of a high conversation orientation is the belief that frequent and open communication
is essential to an enjoyable and rewarding family life. Those families that fall on the low end of the spectrum
believe otherwise. The second belief about family communication is conformity orientation. This refers to the
extent towhich families stress an atmosphere of homogeneity of attitudes, values, and beliefs. Families on the
high end of this dimension exemplify a unified stance on attitudes, values, and beliefs. Their family
interactions typically focus on harmony, conflict avoidance, and the interdependence of family members.
Families on the low end of this spectrum are characterized by family members having independent beliefs,
and they may have differing attitudes or beliefs towards certain things. High conformity orientations are
typically those families with a traditional family structure wherein the structure is cohesive and hierarchical.
This means that family members will always choose their family over external relationships. Also, resources
are shared by family members. They should also subordinate their personal interests and prioritize family
decisions. Parents generally make the decision in this type of family. Families with low conformity orientation
respect individual schedules, and they do not conform to the traditional family structure. They believe in a less
cohesive unit, independence of the family, and value personal space (Koerner & Fitzpatrick, 2000).

The advent of social media has changed these communication paradigms of centrality of
conversation and conformity orientation within families. In 2012, Porter et al. mentioned in their paper
another study that looked at how social media affects relationships, and the conclusion was Internet use did
not affect interpersonal relationships and closeness at all (Pollet et al., 2011 cited in Porter, et al., 2012).

However, the frequency of children nowadays being online may change that conclusion. According to
Cloninger and Strembicki (2013), a study on media influence done by the Kaiser Family Foundation showed
that parents often feel that technology is taking over their lives.

According to O'Keefe and Clarke-Pearson (2011), many parents today use technology well and feel
comfortable and capable with the programs and online venues their children and adolescents are using.
However, there are also some parents who are finding it difficult to relate to their digitally-savvy children
because some of parents these lack a basic understanding of these novel forms of socialization, integral part of
their children’s lives. Parents often do not have either the technical abilities or time to keep pace with their
children in the ever-evolving online landscape. Additionally, parents need to understand that their children’s
online lives are an extension of their offline activities. These conceptual and technical gaps may create
relational gaps between parents and their children (O’Keefe & Clarke-Pearson, 2011). In a her study on social
media’s effects on family relationships, Glomb (2013) concluded that the greatest number of responses

regarding positive effects on family relationships cited the ability to communicate with family at a distance.
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A study conducted by Alsharkh (2012) surveyed 617 students from the University of Dammam.
These students, aged 18 to 24 years old, were asked about the effect of social media on their families. The
results showed that social media networks have made the children more independent when it comes to
decision-making processes, unlike before when they have to consult for everything. Furthermore, it enhanced
their ability to accept opposing opinions. Alsharkh discusses the positive as well as the negative effects of
social media on Saudi families. Some of the positive effects are many Saudis realize that other people’s points
of view must be respected. Being closed-off and brought up in a cloistered environment, it is only with their
exposure to social media that Saudis are being exposed to differing views and opinions of people from the
outside world and discovering that they are many different kinds of people in the world today.

Because of social media, females have become more open minded and more aware of the wider
characteristics of men within their society (Al Saggaf, 2004 cited in Alsharkh, 2012). Furthermore, hierarchy is
so significant in Saudi culture, and younger people are always expected not to publicly express themselves
and their ideas. Children in families are always reminded not to talk in the presence of elders. However, social
media has given Saudi families the confidence to express themselves online and stand respect others’
opinions. Some negative effects on social media for Saudi families are that there are cases when it causes
infidelity in marriages since it is easy to maintain casual relationships in social media. Some respondents
admitted to neglecting their family commitments because they are too busy on social media. The amount of
family bonding, recreation, and physical conversations significantly decreased because of social media.
“Taking into account that family ties and relationships with relatives, according to religion, are very important,
participation in online forums could be a danger to the fabric of the family structure” (Al Saggaf, 2004 cited in
Alsharkh, 2012). The findings led Alsharkh (2012) to conclude that social media has the potential to change
Saudi Arabian family values, but the family structure is not changing significantly and the youth are still

holding on to traditional family values despite the proliferation of social media.

Social Media Communication Technologies

Since we have established that communication is important among families, we shall seek to
investigate what is fast becoming the mode of communication people today, especially children who were
born into this world without knowing anything else. We are talking about social media communication. It is
indeed a fact that globalization has turned the world into one global village. “Members of every nation are
connected by communication technology” (Adler, Rosenfeld & Proctor, 2012). Social media communication
has radically changed the way we interact with each other. We define social network sites as web-based

services that allow individuals to (1) construct a public or semi-public profile within a bounded system, (2)
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articulate a list of other users with whom they share a connection, and (3) view and traverse their list of
connections and those made by others within the system (Boyd & Ellison, 2007).

Social media’s effect on our ability to interact and communicate is evident through all areas of society
and has great impact on interpersonal communication (Keller, 2013). Keller (2013) further states that
according to Professor Paul Booth, of DePaul University Chicago, “There has been a shift in the way we
communicate; rather than face to face interaction, we're tending to prefer mediated communication...we’d
rather e-mail than meet; we’d rather text than talk on the phone” (p.10). Certainly, social media has affected
how we communicate and engage with one another across all venues and ages.

Booth further mentions that studies have evidenced that people are becoming more and more social
and more interactive with each other, just on a different platform (Keller, 2013).

The style of communication has changed so that we are not meeting face-to-face as often as we used
to. Since modalities are changing, the things that are happening online now with children will more than likely
happen offline also. Keller (2013) says that there are three key issues that are now surfacing when it comes to
people’s communication styles as a result of the prevalence of social media: first, in communicating by social
media, we tend to trust people on the other end of the communication just as we do when we are face-to-face,
so we tend to be more open.

Second, our social connections are not strengthened as much through social media — they still remain
within the status quo despite the constant communication. Third, we tend to only follow and interact with
people who share our own points of view, so we are not getting various angles, as we tend to have during
face-to-face communication.

Especially among preadolescents and adolescents, much of their interaction occurs via smartphones
or on social networking sites including Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. There are several benefits to social
networking outlined by Bauchner (2011) such as enhanced communication with family and friends,
opportunities for community engagement, and the collaboration and exchange of ideas. However, the risks far
outweigh the benefits in this case. The risks, are, cyberbullying, online harassment, sexting, Facebook
depression and Internet addiction, exposure to inappropriate content, privacy concerns, and a compromised
reputation via digital footprint. Dr. Bauchner (2011) advises parents to talk to their children about their use of
social media, encourage regular family meetings to discuss online issues, and supervise online activities.

The prevalence of social media in Saudi Arabia is evidenced by the following statistics from The Social
Clinic (2013). In 2013, 7.8 million Saudis were on Facebook, and 5 million of these users accessed it via
mobile device. Facebook’s mobile users were increased more than 150% in Saudi Arabia in 2013. Seventy-

four percent of these were men, while 26% were women. The largest age group who accessed Facebook are

A STUDY OF THE INFLUENCE OF (113)

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATION Alanazi



Journal of humanities and Social Sciences — AJSRP — Issue (8), Vol. (2) — November 2018

between the ages of 26 to 34 year olds, while the second largest age group was between 18 to 25 years old. As
for Twitter users in Saudi Arabia, there are also more than 5 million users who are active on Twitter. Seventy-
three percent of Twitter users in the country access it via mobile, and there are 150 million tweets per month
on the average. In fact, Twitter penetration of internet users in K.S.A. is the highest in the world at 40%.

Incidentally, Saudi Arabia also has the world’s highest YouTube use per capita with 90 million views
per day (Black, 2013). It may seem surprising that an absolute monarchy with no political parties, enforced
gender segregation, and very strict morality codes should have such a phenomenally huge and popular social
media world. Saudis are not allowed to tweet highly controversial or anti-Islamic messages — at the risk of
imprisonment or even death. Saudis tweet in their millions to exchange clean jokes, talk about their jobs, and
air out political views (Black, 2013). Furthermore, according to Black (2013), social media usage is monitored
strictly by authorities and can be silenced anytime when deemed too subversive. There have been arrests
because of Twitter messages sent promoted what was regarded as undermining the government.

The explanation of social media’s phenomenal growth in Saudi Arabia, according to Black (2013) is
that their mainstream media only shows dreary state-run television programs and safe international TV
programs, since it is government-controlled; the sheer boredom of a country where 70% is under 30, where
majority can afford smartphones, religious police patrol public spaces and there are virtually nonexistent
cinemas, bars or clubs. Educationalist Fawziah al-Bakr says, Twitter and YouTube replace the real world for
many Saudis. Here there are no restrictions. They need these things to escape. With the increasing usage of
social media in Saudi Arabia, the Saudis are empowered to communicate and express their sentiments in
online communities. This is something that has not happened before — online communities have no physical
and gender segregation based on the norms of religion. Despite the limitations of gender segregation and
political silence — Saudis have become the most active users of social media in the Middle East.

Social media will continue to become increasingly integrated into the normal human experience,
even in such a restricted Islamic nation as Saudi Arabia. Other communications technologies that preceded
social media have been integrated, so in the near future it will be totally integrated as part and parcel of
everyday life. The changes that result from social media communication is doing and the impact that it has for

the future certainly has a huge impact on our relationships, particularly family relationships.

Family Relationships in Saudi Arabia

The most important social group in Saudi Arabia is the family. Extended families with three to four
generations live under one roof, usually in sprawling houses with high walls. Because of the oil boom, families
of the Arab and Islamic nation of Saudi Arabia are generally well-off and the children are well-provided for

and tend to be indulged (North & Tripp, 2009). Since 1932, the House of Saud has maintained tight control as
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monarchs over this oil-rich desert land of the Arabian Peninsula, but their power is shared in an unwritten
agreement with the powerful Islamic clerics who are the guardians of Wahhabism, a branch of Sunni Islam.
Since this is a strict and prohibitive Islamic State with laws based upon the tenets of Islam, the Shaira law,
families, especially women, just stay at home and their lives revolve around the extended family and close
friends. The oldest male, of course, is the head of the family. Family identity was tied to the father, since the
children are considered to belong to him and not the mother. Saudi Arabia defines its families through
patrilineal descent.

According to North and Tripp (2009), the ideal home for a Saudi is a self- contained villa where
neighbors cannot peer into what is happening within. They prefer houses with high walls, and within those
walls houses extended families are connected to each other in what can be described as a walled estate. There
is much social activity happening among the houses of relatives, but Saudis, especially women, rarely go
beyond their circles. Traditionally, Saudi families have a tendency to be intimately involved with each other’s
affairs, and children stay in the home until adulthood.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is characterized by a collectivistic culture, in which loyalties and
obligations are to the in-group and the extended family. Families all share corporate identity and the esteem
and honor of the family are held in high regard, and family members should constantly live up to that honor.
Islamic values such as generosity, selflessness, and hospitality, and a willingness to support other family and
assume responsibility for their errors are valued more highly than the rest (Adler, Rosenfeld & Proctor, 2012).

Saudi children, growing up indulged within the loving care of the women in the family, also grew up
with religious instruction as the core curriculum. Therefore, young people in Saudi are generally respectful,
faithful in their religious duties and maintain strong family ties. Children tend to find their amusements inside
the home instead of going out or hanging out, as they say in the West. Since girls are not allowed to go out,
only Saudi boys gather with their friends at malls, where behavior codes are fairly relaxed (North & Tripp,
2009).

Most families in Saudi Arabia only have one single breadwinner that is the father, since women are
not permitted to work. Within the home, people familiar with the workings of Saudi families may claim that
women may wield more influence than appears apparent from a Westerner’s viewpoint. But mostly, the role
of women is subsidiary (North & Tripp, 2009).

Furthermore, Alsharkh (2012) says that Saudi Arabia’s rich cultural customs and traditions limit
interaction and communication within its society, especially when it

comes to young people’s say on certain issues. Decisions are most often than not relegated to the

male elders in the community.
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Afrocentric Perspective

The family value system and culture of Saudi Arabia may be compared to some relevant concepts of
the Afrocentric perspective, as | see parallels of what was discussed in this particular perspective with that of
the Saudi family experience. Even if Afrocentricity in itself is typically ascribed to people of African descent, the
theoretical underpinnings of Afrocentrism should not be relegated to just one culture. According to Ince
(2009), to subscribe to Afrocentricity does not exclude other theoretical frameworks, or suggest that other
groups do not have the right to define their world. Schiele (2000, cited in Ince, 2009) defined the Afrocentric
worldview as a set of philosophical assumptions that are believed to have emanated from common cultural
themes of traditional Africa and have survived the effects of European and Arab colonization and imperialism.
The set of philosophical assumptions in Afrocentrism that | deem to be connected to Saudi Arabia’s family and
cultural dynamics, especially connected to communication are discussed here.

To quote President Obama (2007, cited in Ince, 2009), it is essential not to become trapped in
cynicism or despair or be robbed of our agency. Retaining agency means that the Afrocentric perspective also
involved liberation from colonialism and cultural oppression (Nobles, 1986 & Swignoski, 1996 cited in Ince,
2009). Though Saudis were not physically chained and shackled and were not physical slaves, many Saudis
feel culturally oppressed just the same, especially the women. For many, the chains that bound Saudis are
mental, emotional, and social chains that permeated their thought processes and culture for years and years.

According to Molefi Kete Asante, the communal cognitive will is “the overwhelming power of a group
of people thinking in the same direction.” It is not unity in the traditional sense of a group of people coming
together to achieve a single purpose; it is a full spiritual and intellectual commitment to a vision which
constitutes the communal cognitive imperative (Modupe, n.d.). Many Saudis, for the longest time, have
adhered to a communal cognitive will brought about by centuries of Islamic adherence to rules and
regulations. What some traditionalists are aiming to do is to preserve that overwhelming power of a group of
people thinking in the same direction. However with social media, more and more Saudis, especially the youth
and women, are getting ideas that are not part of the communal cognitive will.

The Afrocentric perspective places emphasis on ancient African customs and traditions embedded in
the consciousness of people and directly connected to rituals. The Saudi culture also gives a lot of importance
to customs and traditions, and they are embedded within the moral fabric of society. Similarly, these customs
and traditions that are highly regarded by the Saudi culture manifest themselves in religious rituals to which
every citizen of Saudi Arabia must adhere. Religious police are employed to specifically monitor any

misdemeanors with regards to noncompliance to tradition.
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Some Afrocentric theorists on the other hand, such as Covin (1991, cited in Socha & Diggs, 2009)
featured as one of his constructs in his Afrocentric framework, “resistance to the assault upon traditional
values by Europeans” (p.13-14). For Saudis, we can say that there is an assault on their traditional values with
the proliferation of social media that opened up their world considerably and allowed them to see the greater
world beyond their cloistered families, religion, and culture. As for resistance to that assault, we can view this
as Saudis trying to preserve their values and traditions while embracing social media. Following an Afrocentric
perspective, it is important to understand that family communication is complex and should be understood
from the point of view of their ethnic cultural heritage. For instance, within a given cultural group, a family
may hold different orientations to different dimensions of their ethnic culture which results in variations in the

content and patterns of their communication with each other (Socha & Diggs, 2009).

Theoretical Framework

The family, being an important and significant parcel of Saudi society, is the focus first and foremost
for the influences that social media might have. Since the family is the most basic unit, and a significant unit at
that, when it starts to break down it is likely that like dominoes all other societal forces will break down as
well. Looking at a family systems theory that emphasizes the complexity as well as the inevitable
connectedness of a family will help us better understand family dynamics and relationships.

The family systems theory views the family as an emotional unit and utilizes systems thinking to
describe the complex interactions within the family emotional unit. A system, is a set of objects, that have
attributes and are linked together in a network, through which there are flows (Hazell, 2006). It is inherent for
every family and all its members to be inter-connected, most especially on an emotional level. Whether we
admit or not, family members significantly affect each other’s thought processes, emotional make-up, and
actions. This connectedness that is inherently felt therefore require family functioning to be interdependent
(Hazell, 2006).

According to Fife and Schrager (2012), like the inside of a well-oiled machine, when one family
member does not function, the whole interdependence dynamic is put into the test. Everyone in the family is
bounded by a set of interlaced elements. The elements of the system are each member of the family. Each
individual member of the family unit should not be viewed in isolation but rather as part of the interactions,
transitions, and relationships within the family. A main key tenet of the family systems theory is the major
belief that what affects an individual affects everyone else in the family.

According to Morgaine (2001), families also interact in patterns that can easily be detected. These
patterns emerge in a family system, and are cycles that keep on repeating. Families also have boundaries, and

they are either open or closed boundary systems. The closed boundary system, that isolates members from the
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environment and are self-contained, seem to characterize Saudi families very well. But with the advent of
social media and its phenomenal rise in K.S.A,, this might gradually evolve into an open boundary system
which allows elements and situations outside the family to influence it. In a way Saudi families are already
allowing elements outside the family, like social media sites, to influence them.

Fife and Schrager (2012) also reminds us that it is essential to take note that the family system is
merely a sub-system, a part of a bigger system, which is the community, and this community is a place that
they interact with and also influence them. The family system, in turn, is also capable of influencing the
community and contribute to the maintenance of certain behavioral patterns which is part of the norm and
belief system of the community.

According to Hazell (2006), it is also important to remember that family systems, have certain
properties. These properties are boundaries, sub-systems contained with the family system, causality
distribution, openness or closeness, which was discussed earlier, and mirroring or simultaneity.

In sum, with the recognition that familial relationships and communication is important, we have
come to know that there are several dimensions of communication for each family. These dimensions may be
defined within centrality of conversation and conformity orientation within families. Family communication
dynamics are rapidly changing with the advent of social media. There is an identified technology gap that
affects both parents’ and children’s relationship due to differences in perspective on how to deal, use, and
react to social media.

Social media’s effect on ability to interact and communicate is evident through all areas of society and
has great impact on interpersonal communication between and among family members. In the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, there is a phenomenal growth of social media users, one of the highest in the entire world. They
heavily subscribe to, use, and share via Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, LinkedIn, and other social media sites.

The staggering numbers of their tweets in 2013 account for the fact that despite the restrictive Islamic
country, Saudis tweet and use social media because that is a way of expressing themselves, something that
they were not allowed to do, as a collective culture for the longest time.

Saudi Arabia’s familial framework is very patriarchal, traditional, and values- based. Their family
relationships are close, and several generations and extended family may live in one compound or close to
each other. For Saudis, family togetherness and observances of religious customs hold much importance.

Those Saudis who have been exposed to social media admit that the positive effects of social media
are that they have learned to express themselves and to respect each other’s points of view and accept the
differences in others. On the other hand, there are also some negative effects from too much social media

networking among Saudis such as cyberbullying, sexting, and online harassment.
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One of the main theories of Afrocentric perspective that could be applied to the relationship of social
media on Saudi family relationships is their view on the communal collective will. Similarly, all families,
according to the Family Systems Theory, are all interconnected and operate as one single unit, though with
different functioning members. It is essential to be able to be familiar with all the elements discussed to lay the

groundwork and answer the underlying question of this study.

CHAPTER Il METHODOLOGY

Chapter Ill objectives are to provide the methodology and research design strategies. These strategies
are a research design, description of the site, sample and population, instrumentation and measure, treatment
of data, and limitation of the study. This section rationalizes the means by which the research was sustained
and provides support to strengthen its purpose to be analytical and truthful. All these support the

interpretation of the data and the conclusions.

Research Design

The chosen research design was a quantitative research. Explanatory methods featured the variables
where the facts, data, and situations gathered were discussed, explored, and correlated with other data. This
approach is particularly functional when performing a research wherein the data are intangible like, thoughts,
feelings, and belief. Moreover, the study focused on the set conditions and the nature of surrounding data and
does not concentrate on the collected facts’ correlations which made the study descriptive.

The purpose of the study is to discover the influence of using social media communication between
family relationships in Saudi Arabia. In this case we need to describe what extended that social media
influence family relationship. Moreover, we need to investigate if there is an impact of social media among
couple in Saudi Arabia.

Social media communication and family relationships are two variables that are measured. A
descriptive research design is an appropriate method to describe the correlation among the variables.
Descriptive research designs identify the link between variables. With descriptive design we can determine
whether there is relationship between the independent variable (family relationships) and the dependent
variable (social media communication). Furthermore, it provides more explanation about the variable features

and function in analyzes and detect relationships between the variables.

Description of the Site

The research was conducted in the Middle Eastern country of Saudi Arabia.
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According the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, Saudi Arabia is one of biggest country in the Arabian
countries, and it is located in in west Asia. Saudi Arabia is known as a home of Islam because it has two holy
cities called Mecca and Alma Dinah. The capital of Saudi Arabia named Riyadh City and Arabic language used
by citizen of Saudi Arabia as a mine language. Saudi’s population estimated as 27 million and 90% are

Muslims.

Sample and Population

The study was conducted in Saudi Arabia. Participants were from both genders, male and female,
ages 20 to 50 and up. The sample was purposive nonprobability and 499 participants completed the surveys.
The researcher employed purposive sampling to select respondents. The participants were carefully selected
with the goal of having subjects who each has demographics and characteristics that when integrated
together, represented the entire population. Apparently, it is not only the participants, were represented, but
the entire community and population. Therefore, selection of the participants was based on their
characteristics and demographics. The researcher chose specific ways such as Facebook, Twitter, and email to

reach the sample, and that is why the researcher used purposive sampling.

Instrumentation

Electronic surveys have been used because of the distance of the sample since all the sample was
from Saudi Arabia. Survey Monkey software was sent to the sample by email, Facebook, and Twitter to reach a
499 subjects. Surveys were distributed in two languages: Arabic and English. The Arabic language was
dominantly used because most of sample spoke Arabic as a native language. Questions were multiple choice
and questions closed ended. In addition, questions divided to two sections. The first section indicated
demographic information such as gender, martial status, group age, education, information about family
members, and annual income. The second section addressed the frequency of agreement with specific
statements and was designed for the purpose of answering the research questions.

The questionnaires were administered by making three online pages. The questionnaires were
electronically distributed to the subjects. The researcher believes this was much better and cheaper than other
approaches of data gathering. Also, the benefit of utilizing surveys is that the participants have enough time to
think about their answers which could lessened the rate of errors. At the same time, they could carefully
answer critical parts of the survey and feel more comfortable completing the surveys since they were not
required to discuss their answers to other people in order to provide data. The researcher received approval by

the Institutional Review Board (IRB) at Clark Atlanta University before the surveys were distributed.
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Participants were recruited by sending a survey’s links vie email and use of social media sites such as Twitter

and Facebook.

Treatment of Data

To ensure the correct interpretation of the data, the researcher employed the accurate and correct
approach for data analysis. The research method of data interpretation were chosen for this descriptive study
by categorically grouping the answers by social-stratification, then the researcher was able to collate, tabulate,
and examine percentages. Tables were employed to clearly present the results so that the tabulated raw data
and the classifications of each participant and their answers to the others were available. Therefore, basic
statistics were applied and employed, which made it easier to identify how the participants reacted to the
research topic. When the completed survey questionnaires had been gathered, the statistical software package
called SPSS was employed for statistical analysis of the collected data.

The tool for data gathering was structured survey questionnaires that were based on the Likert Scale.
A Likert Scale was used in order to rate the scales that needed to be answered by the respondents which
indicated their level of disagreement or agreement with a statement. Through rating scales, the researcher
gauged opinions on the said research topic (e.g., the level to which a subject has a specific view on a range to
measure dislike or like and the importance of some attributes integrated to other attributes). This is equal to
the answers and weights below:

Range Interpretation

4.00  Strongly Agree
3.00  Agree

2.00 Disagree

1.00  Strongly Disagree

Limitation of the Study

There were different issues that limited the study. First of all, there were limited literatures about the
impact of social media technologies on Saudi families. On other hand, as stated in the methodology, the
research is a quantitative research design which probability sampling was not used for gathering the data. As a
result, the findings are not generalizable but the information is still useful in establishing trends among the

population.
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CHAPTER IV PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS

This chapter presents the finding of the study. An electronic questionnaire was randomly distribute to
male and female from Saudi Arabia. The purpose of the study is to identify the influence of using social media
communication between family relationships in Saudi Arabia. The researched divided the finding in to

sections: demographic data, research questions, and hypotheses.

Demographic Data

The demographic data section provides a profile of the study participants and includes gender, marital
status, age group, education level, family members, and annual income. Four hundred ninety-nine participants
contributed to the study and they were 169 female and 330 male from Saudi Arabia. Two hundred fifty-seven
of participants were married, 208 single, 20 engaged, 9 divorced, 3 separated, and 2 widowed. Three hundred
forty-five participants were between the ages of 20-29, 136 were 30-39 years of age, 13 were 40-49 years of
age and 5 were 50 or older. Educational levels among participants ware 24 diplomas, 50 have high school
degree, 216 participants have bachelor’s degree, and 209 were higher education. The participants family
members are 29 (none), 155 (1- 3), 144 (4-6), 105 (7-9), and 66 (10 and up). The participant annual income
are 160 (under $20,000), 107 ($20,000 — 29,999), 93 ($30,000 — 39,999), 54 ($40,000 — 49,999), 39
($50,000 — 59, 999), and 46 ($60, 000 & up).

Table (1) Demographic Profile of Study Respondents (N = 499)

Variable Frequency Percent

Gender

Female 169 33.87

Male 330 66.13

Marital Status

Married 257 51.50
Never Married 208 41.68
Engaged 20 4.01
Divorced 9 1.80
Separated 3 0.60
Widowed 2 0.40
Age Group
29-20 345 69.14
39-30 136 27.25
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Variable Frequency Percent
49-40 13 2.61
and older 50 5 1.00
Education
Diploma 24 4.81
High School Degree 50 10.02
Bachelor’s Degree 216 43.29
Higher Education 209 41.88

Family Members

None 29 5.81
3-1 155 31.06
6-4 144 28.86
9-7 105 21.04
oreor m 10 66 13.23

Annual Income

Under $20,000 160 32.06
29,999 — 20,000% 107 21.44
39,999 — 30,000% 93 18.64
49,999 — 40,000% 54 10.82
59,999 — 50,000% 39 7.82

up & 60,000% 46 9.22

Table 1 presents the demographic information for the participant. Typical responses in this table is
married male between ages of 20-29 years who has a bachelor degree, 1-3 family members, and annual

income under $20,000.

Table (2) 1use social media communication to express my feelings to my wife/husband

Value Frequency centPer
Disagree 202 40.5

Agree 297 59.5

Total 499 100.0
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Table 2 is frequency distribution of 499 participants. The table indicates that 59.5% of the participants

agreed that they are using social media communication to express feeling to their partners.

Table (3) My feelings towards my partner changed negatively after | started using social media

Frequency

Percent

Disagree 202 40.5
Agree 297 59.5
Total 499 100.0

Table 3 shows that 59.0% of 499 participants agree that their feeling changed negatively after the use

of social media technology towered partner.

Table (4) My feel that social media communication makes my partner not to care about me

Value

Frequency

Percent

Disagree 350 50.1
Agree 249 49.9
Total 499 100.0

Table 4 is frequency distribution of 499 participants. The table indicates that the social media
communication makes the partner not care about the other partner. The table shows that 50% of participants

disagree that their partner does not care about them.

Table (5) Ilose special moments with my partner because of social media communication

Frequency Percent
Disagree 205 40.5
Agree 294 59.5
Total 499 100.0

Table 5 indicates the majority of participants of 59.5% agree that they lost special moments with their

partner because of social media communication.
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Table (6) Social media technologies have broken life privacy between me and my partner

Frequency Percent
Disagree 297 59.5
Agree 202 40.5
Total 499 100.0

The higher present in Table 6 indicates that 59.5% of participants disagree that social media
communications broke the life privacy between married couple in Saudi Arabia. On the other hand, 40.5% of
participants agree that life privacy between them and their partner was broken because of social media

communications.

Table(7) I feel (suspect) my partners have other relationships because of the social media

Frequency Percent
Disagree 366 73.3
Agree 133 26.7
Total 499 100.0

Table 7 shows that the majority of participants 73.3% disagree that they suspect their partner have

other relationship because of the social media.

Table (8) 1use social media communication more when sitting with my family

Frequency Percent
Disagree 321 64.3
Agree 178 35.7
Total 499 100.0

Table 8 represents 64.3% of participants disagree that they use social media communications more

when they are sitting with their family.
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Table (9) Iget entertained more when using social media than by sitting with my family

Val ue Frequency Percent
Disagree 345 69.1

Agree 154 30.9

alTot 499 100.0

Table 9 shows the majority of participants 69.1% disagree that they were entertained more when
using social media communications than by siting with their family.
However, 30.9% of participants agree that they were entertained using social media communications

than by siting with their family.

Table (10) When | eat food with my family I check my social media network account

Value Frequency Percent
Disagree 315 63.1

Agree 184 36.9

Total 499 100.0

Table 10 represents 63.1% of participants disagree that they check their social media network

account while eating their food with family, in contrast 36.9% of participants who agree.

Table (11) When | go back home my priority will be to use social media communication

Frequency Percent
greeDisa 299 59.9
Agree 200 40.1
Total 499 100.0

Table 11 indicates that 59.9% of participants disagree that their priority when they go back home will
be to use social media communications. Following by 40.1% of participants agree that social media

communications is their priority when they go back home.
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Table (12) 1 have problems with my family because of the time | spend using social media

Frequency

Percent

Disagree 320 64.1
Agree 179 359
Total 499 100.0

Table 12 shows 64.1% of participants disagree that they have problems with their family because of

time spent using social media technologies.

Table (13) I have missed family gathering because of my usage of the social media network

Value Frequency Percent
Disagree 434 87.0

Agree 65 13.0

talTo 499 100.0

Table 13 present 87.0% of participants disagree that they have missed family gathering because of

the usage of social media technologies.

Table (14) Social media increases face to face communication between my family members

Value

Frequency

Percent

Disagree 333 66.7
Agree 166 333
Total 499 100.0

According to Table 14, 66.7% of the participants disagree that social media increases face to face

communication between their family members.

Table (15) Social media communication decreases the attention on children

Frequency

Percent

Disagree

133

26.7
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Frequency Percent
Agree 366 73.3
Total 499 100.0

Table 15 indicates that 73.3% of participants agree that social media communication decreases the
attention on children.

Table (16) Social media communication decreases my interaction with my family

Value Frequency Percent
Disagree 175 35.1

Agree 324 64.9

Total 499 100.0

Table 16 shows that 64.9% of participants, which is the majority, agree that social media

communication decreases their interaction with family.

Table (17) Computed Variable: Influence of social media on the Kingdome of Saudi Arabia

Value Frequency Percent
Disagree 405 81.2

Agree 94 18.8

Total 499 100.0

Table 17 shows that 81.2% participants disagree that there is an influence of social media
communication on family relationships in Saudi Arabia.

Table (18) Computed Variable: The influence of social media on married partner relationships

Value Frequency Percent
Disagree 413 82.8

Agree 86 17.2

Total 499 100.0
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Table 18 indicated that 82.8% of participants disagree that social media communication influences

their relationship with their married partner.

Table (19) Computed Variable: The influence of social media on family relationships

Frequency Percent
Disagree 449 90.0
Agree 50 10.0
Total 499 100.0

Table 19 indicated that 90.0% of participants disagree that social media communication influences

their relationship with family members.

Research Questions and Hypotheses
Research Question 1: Is there a statistical relationship between the influence of social media
communication technologies and the relationship between married couples in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia?
Hypothesis 1: There is no statistical relationship between the influence of social media
communication technologies and the relationship among married couples in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Research Question 2: Is there a statistical relationship between the influence of social media
communication technologies and family relationships in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia?
Hypothesis 2: There is no statistical relationship between the influence of social media

communication technologies and family relationships in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Table (20) Cross-Tabulation: Social Media by Married Partner Relationships

Social Media
Disagree Agree Total
# % # % # %

Married Partner Relationship

Disagree 363 72.7 50 10.0 413 82.8
Agree 42 8.4 44 8.8 86 17.2
Total 405 81.2 94 18.8 499 100.0

000. = Square-Chi 1 df
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As indicated in Table 20, the chi-square statistical test for significance was applied and was not
accepted (.000), indicating that there was a statistically significant relationship between the two variables of
social media communication and married couple relationship at the .05 level of probability. Of the 499
participants, 363 (72.7%) of them reported that they disagree that social media communication influences
their relationship with their married partner.

Table (21) Cross Tabulation: Social Media by Family Relationships

Social Media
Disagree Agree Total
# % # % # %
Family Relationship
Disagree 380 76.2 69 13.8 449 90.0
Agree 25 5.0 25 5.0 50 10.0
Total 405 81.2 94 18.8 499 100.0

Square =. 000-Chi df1

As indicated in Table 21, the chi-square statistical test for significance was applied and was not
accepted (.000), indicating that there was a statistically significant relationship between the two variables of
social media communication and family relationship at the .05 level of probability. Of the 499 participants,
380 (76.2%) of them reported that they disagree that social media communication influence their relationship

with their family members.

CHAPTER V DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

This chapter is a recap the main purpose of the paper, which is to investigate the effects of the prolific
usage of social media communication among family members in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It recalls the
research questions presented in the paper, as well as highlights the literature reviewed in relation to the
research questions and the result of the data analysis. It also discusses how the results answer the main
question that the paper proposed, about the effects of using social media on families in Saudi Arabia.
Recommendations on topics for further investigation, and courses of actions that could be taken based on the

results of the study are also presented.
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Summary of the Study

The overarching question that this paper investigated was what are the various effects of using social
media communication among family members in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. This included identifying
degree to which social network has an impact on family relationships, factors that contribute to Saudi’s prolific
use of social media networks, and way to solve the negative effects, if there is any, of social media in Saudi
society. It also looks at the future impact on Saudi society.

The two questions that were placed under empirical scrutiny, in the light of the overarching
investigations, are (1) is there a statistical relationship between the influence of social media communication
technologies and relationship between married couples in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia? and (2) is there a
statistical relationship between the influence of social media communication technologies and family
relationships in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia?

The review of literature tells us that this study is significant because out of all the countries in the
Middle East, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (K.S.A.) has, in recent years, continued to increase its internet
activities. A report by We are Social (2014) tells us that the average number of hours per day spent on the
internet in K.S.A. is 5 hours from a laptop or desktop device and 3 hours if it is accessed through a mobile
device, and time spent on social media is at an average of 2.8 hours. In fact, Twitter usage in K.SA. is the
highest in the world at 40%. This phenomenon has spawned several studies, including one from the
University of Dammam, in which students are interviewed about the effects of social media on their families
(Alsharkh, 2012). The results showed that children have become more independent when it comes to decision
making and that they have become more open in respecting different opinions of people. This is significant in
Saudi culture because younger people are always expected not to publicly express themselves and their ideas.
Children in families are always reminded not to talk in the presence of elders.

However, social media has given Saudi families the confidence to express themselves online and
stand respect others’ opinions. Some respondents admitted to neglecting their family commitments because
they are too busy on social media. The amount of family bonding, recreation, and physical conversations
significantly decreased because of social media. “Taking into account that family ties and relationships with
relatives, according to religion, are very important, participation in online forums could be a danger to the
fabric of the family structure” (Al Saggaf, 2004 cited in Alsharkh, 2012, p. 28). The findings led Alsharkh
(2012) to conclude that social media has the potential to change Saudi Arabian family values. However, the
family structure is not changing significantly, and the youth are still holding on to traditional family values

despite the proliferation of social media.
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For this paper, the results for the first question, determining a statistical relationship between the
influence of social media communication technologies and the relationship between married couples in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, shows that 72.7% do not agree that social media communication influences their
relationship with their married partner. There is no statistically significant relationship between the two
variables of social media communication and married couple relationship at the .05 level of probability. The
results for the second question, determining whether there is a statistically relationship between the influence
of social media communication technologies and family relationships in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, is that
76.2% of respondents reported that they do not agree that social media communication influence their
relationship with their family members. There is no statistical significant relationship between the two
variables of social media communication and family relationship at the .05 level of probability.

Based on the results, the answer to the main question that was presented in this paper is that there is
no significant effect on the relationship among family members, including husband and wife and parent-
children relationships, and social media communication in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. A significant
percentage, more than 70% of the respondents, said that they do not agree that social media influences
relationships with married partners and family members. Other factors that respondents all agree that
influence family relationships with regards to the use of social media are the following: the first one is the
decrease of Saudi parents’ attention to their children; the second one is the decrease of face-to-face
communication among Saudi family members. Also, another factor is that people also missed out on the all-
important family gathering because of social media usage. However, the following family activities have not
been affected by social media usage: priorities of familial duty at home, eating with their families, usage of
social media when sitting with family members, and suspicion of extramarital relationships. With this in mind,
the close-knit family relationships are affected in Saudi’s face-to-face interaction with their spouses and
children. However, respondents were still aware of what they should prioritize and their cultural and religious
values are still strong because they still agree that spending time with family and not having extra-marital
relationships are most important. For Saudis, close-knit family relationships are still at the top of their priority
list more than spending time with social media. Being able to protect these values by constantly reminding
families of their importance will preserve the cultural future of Saudi society.

The findings in this paper agree with the previous researches cited in the review of literature. Case in
point, the findings of Alsharkh (2012) concluded that social media has the potential to change Saudi Arabian
family values, but the family structure is not changing significantly and the youth are still holding on to
traditional family values despite the proliferation of social media. The conclusion of Alsharkh corroborates the

conclusions of this research. Saudis, particularly the youth, still hold on to traditional family values despite the
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prolific use of social media in the country. The review of literature also mentioned that the points of view of
younger Saudi citizens, and even some adults, especially women, are changing because of exposure to social
media. Yes, they are indeed being exposed to cultures and beliefs other than what their religious upbringing
espouses, and there might be slight shifts in thinking which affect what they have been taught. In accordance
to the review and the results of this study, these non- traditional ideas have the potential to germinate and
probably cause changes in ways of thinking of Saudi families. It is inevitable that these ideas that are not
traditionally espoused in the country might influence families” ways of thinking in the long run. An example is
of anonymous tweets on Twitter from young Saudis expressing their frustrations about the country’s

repressive nature.

Implications for Social Work

Social workers in Saudi Arabia who work with children and families must be able to fully understand
the cultural and social implications of the phenomena of the proliferation of social media in the country.
While it is recommended to have a regulated policy on the access of social media for young people, to ensure
age-appropriate decisions for the younger population, much in the same way that one does it in democratic
countries such as the United States, the role of the social worker should serve as a guide for impressionable
young minds with the goal of preserving Saudi Arabia’s cultural identity. Social workers must also be able to
monitor whether parents are able to regulate what their children can access online. Social workers’ role, aside
from guiding and assisting young people and consequently, families, to preserve the country’s cultural
identity, is also to make sure that the personal development of children is doing well, and that family
relationships are healthy and thriving.

Family time should also be preserved by having government-led programs that would maximize
family togetherness while being involved in social media. Social workers could spearhead facilitation of
suggested activities such as competitions that would require families to join or forums that would encourage
open but anonymous communication between children and parents. They can just harmlessly open up topics
concerning family issues, not just limited to social media but covering different topics as well. The topics could
be started or suggested by social workers who act as moderators. The moderators will facilitate the discussion,
and synthesize, and give recommendations for courses of action to be taken with the goal of further

understanding of family members.
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Abstract: The overwhelming use of social networks amongst the new generation and their spectacular growth enables EFL
students to use the language outside the classroom and in everyday life routines. Since traditional language learning has its flaws
and limitations in improving EFL students, as it decreases the chances of using the language outside the classroom, itis crucial to
adopt an up-to-date methodology which enables EFL students to use the language outside the classroom. The main concern of
this study was to shed light on the usefulness of

social networking sites to improve EFL students. The study was conducted using a sample of 45 randomly

chosen female EFL university students, at Salman Bin AbdulAziz University in Alkharj, Saudi Arabia. All the

participants, whose ages ranged from 18 to 24 years, subscribed to a minimum of one social network. Data was

collected through a 23 questions questionnaire. Students showed a positive attitude towards using social

networks in language learning. The study verified that social networks are meaningful means which can

improve the students’ language and promote their academic knowledge and skills.

key words: social networks ,EFL, language learning .

1.Introduction

Nowadays, the internet has become one of the most powerful avenues for disseminating information.
The everyday use of the internet has played a major role in the improvement of students’ English language
and has brought about significant changes in the way students find, manage and use information. The
internet has been designed to meet an array of quite different purposes, some of which are certainly
educational. In the absence of face-to-face contact, the internet supports the international networks formed
around shared interests either political, religious, medical, or academic. Regardless to the subject matter of
these communities, some are considered as self-educating communities.

In such a digital world, wireless networks are widely deployed through mobile devices such as mobile
phones, iPods, iPads and mp3 players to access information almost anytime and at any location. However,
our vision of pedagogy requires expansion. Students ,instead of being passive, should be active participants
and co-producers to knowledge so that learning becomes participatory and social process which supports
personal life goals and needs (McLoughlin and Lee, 2007, p. 664 ). Recently, researchers have become more

aware of the importance of enabling students to become more involved in the learning process rather than
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being merely receptive to knowledge. Al-Shehri (2011) has criticised EFL learning as “an in class only learning
practice” because there are very limited chances for students to practice language outside the classroom.
According to Al-Shehri, such EFL learning should be “more student-centred, meaningful, and contextualized
language learning that extends beyond the boundaries of the classroom” (P.2).

Social networking sites have the potential to establish learning which is more student-centred,
participatory and part of the social process. These sites are redefining the way students and teachers use the
internet, particularly in second and foreign language education. In the educational realm, teachers can use
these sites to post assignments, tests, quizzes and other topics in order to obtain further discussion outside of

the classroom setting.

1.1 Statement of the problem:

Since traditional language learning has its flaws and limitations in improving EFL students, as it
decreases the chances of using the language outside the classroom, it is crucial therefore to adopt an up-to-
date methodology which enables EFL students to use the language outside the classroom and in everyday life
routines. Social networking sites are such important means to enhance the language of such EFL students.
With the spectacular growth of social networks, they have the potential to establish that particular type of

learning which is more student- centred, participatory and involved in the learning process.

1.2 Purpose of the study:

The aim of this paper is to shed light on the usefulness of social networks to improve EFL students.
Nowadays, EFL students are overwhelmingly using social networks in their daily routines. Therefore, social
networks should be added to traditional education in order to reinforce the learning process in school

communities.

1.3 Significance of the study:

This paper is conducted for the purpose of all teachers in the educational field and
curriculum makers to focus their attention on the importance of utilizing the new technology and social
networks in their teaching process in order to create communicative language learning environment that goes
beyond traditional language learning. The passive status of students in the language learning community
should be changed and they have to be part of the learning process by their activeness and cooperation. It's
definite that social networks will provide students with a fun and smooth way for effective and motivational

language learning
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1.4. Research questions:
This paper attempts to answer the following questions:
1- What is EFL students’ perspective on social networks?
2- What are the implications of using social networks for improving EFL learning?
3- What is EFL students’ perspective on the effectiveness of traditional education on language

improvement?
2. Research Method

2.1 Participants of the study:

The study was conducted using a sample of 45 randomly chosen female EFL university students, all of
whom were studying a Bachelor degree in English language, at Prince Salman University in Alkharj, Saudi
Arabia. All the participants, whose ages ranged from 18 to 24 years, subscribed to a minimum of one social

network. Participants were chosen randomly from different levels: from level 2 up to level 8.

2.2 Instrument of the study:

The instrument used in this study was a questionnaire developed by the researcher, with the
intention of presenting data consistent with the recommendations noted in the literature review. The
questionnaire consisted of three main sections: a) The students’ perspective of social networking sites, b) The
educational effectiveness of social networks, and c) The students’ perspective of traditional education (see
Appendix A).

It was decided that to maintain respondents’ interest it would be beneficial to keep the required
responses short, to avoid the necessity for the participants to write long answers, the questionnaire included
twenty two closed-ended items and only one open-ended question. Answers were included with the twenty
two closed-ended items, and boxes were provided for respondents to tick. The open ended question was an
essay question about the advantages and disadvantages of social networks from the point of view of the
participants. The remainder of the questions were simple and succinct in order to meet the research purpose
and so as not to consume too much time. The questionnaire was designed to elicit students’ perspectives on
social networking and to establish the way students might use as a tool to improve their English language
skills. The questionnaire was also designed to determine the students’ perspectives of the effectiveness of
traditional education on improving their language skills, and to reflect their attitudes towards traditional

education versus social networks in the same regard.
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2.3 Data collection and analysis:

Data was collected through only the one instrument: a questionnaire. Students were asked by their
teachers to write their names if they were willing to complete a social networking questionnaire. A date was
scheduled, and the questionnaire was administered in class including forty five students in the second
semester of the 2011/2012 academic year. Instructions were given by the researcher, then the questions and
possible answers were read out and explained by the researcher. Over a period of 30-40 minutes, the students
handed their papers in to the researcher. After the completion of the task, the data was analysed and
commented upon by the researcher using the qualitative and quantitative methods. In each question, the
frequency and mean scores of every choice were counted using the SPSS program. A table was presented for
further illustration for every question. Afterwards, descriptive statistics were generated in every question to

explain the students’ responses.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Questionnaire results
3.1.1Section A: Student’s perspective of social networking sites

All the students who participated in the questionnaire were members of at least one social network.
Eighty four point four percent of the students indicated twitter as their favorite social networking site
followed by Facebook by 68.9%. Youtube and BBM have scored the same frequency by 48.9% of the
students. the vast majority of the students 71% used social networks for educational reasons and for fun as
well. Mobile phones are used by 77.8% of the students to log in their favorite network which means that they
can log in their networks anytime and in any place. The questionnaire has also shown that around 66.7% of
the students sometimes access their accounts on their favorite network when they are out whereas 22.2%

never log in when they are out and that 31.1% of the students are always logged on.

3.1.2 Section B : Educational effectiveness of social network

NEUTRAL DISAGREE

Statement

| use English as means of communication on

26 57.8 18 40 1 2.2
social networks.
| use social networks to interact with native
31 68.9 9 20 5 111
speakers of English.
The Effect of Social Networks .
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NEUTRAL DISAGREE
Statement

% %

| use social networks to share information

32 711 10 22.2 3 6.7
with one another.
| think social networks assisted me in
34 75.6 10 22.2 1 2.2
English learning.
| can express my thoughts more freely in
P 4 5 4 34 75.6 11 244 0 0
social networks.
Social networks made me read/ write more
37 82.2 8 17.7 0 0
in English.
My English proficiency improved with use
NS P Y 1P 37 82.2 8 17.8 0 0
of social networks.
Using social networks is a good thing for
39 86.7 5 111 1 2.2
students.
I would like to see social networks used
more widely in English classes as a learning 40 88.9 4 8.9 1 2.2
assessment tool
My English vocabulary increased after usin
Y=g 4 5 40 88.9 4 8.9 1 2.2

social networks.

Generally, students showed a positive attitude towards using English while socialising in social
networks. 57.8 % of the students used English as means of communication in social networks and 68.9%
interacted with native speakers of English which contributes in enhancing their English. In addition, 75.6%
students stated that social networks assisted them in English learning and the same number of students
thought that they can express their ideas more freely in social networks. Moreover, none of the students (0%)
have disagreed that social networks improved their English language as 82.2% have agreed on that statement
and 17.8% were neutral. Besides, 82.2% agreed that social networks made them read and write more in
English. The findings have also showed that 86.7% have agreed that social networks are good for students and
only one student thought the opposite. Additionally, 88.9% have agreed that their English vocabulary has
increased after using social networks and the same number of students 88.9% would like to see social
networks used more widely in English classes as a learning assessment tool. The students showed a positive

attitude towards the role of social networks in the improvement of their English.
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The students were asked to write the advantages and disadvantages of social networks from their
own perspective. It was obvious that they appreciated the use of social networks as 90% of the participants
have stated that they improved their English vocabulary and spelling. With the use of social networks, 78%
had more opportunity to use the language than before. There were 60% of the participants who thought that
social networks had no disadvantage, whereas 40% have named some disadvantages. Some of which were
the use of abbreviations and shortenings for words which will affect their spelling. Another disadvantage was

that social networks could waste their time.

3.1. 3 Section C: Student’s perspective of traditional education

AGREE NEUTRAL DISAGREE

Question

I think English course/ work books are enough tools for
2 4.4 10 22.2 33 73.3

students to master English.

| think classrooms are an efficient environment for
3 6.7 11 244 31 68.9

students to practice English.

| express myself freely when I am in class. 5 111 16 35.6 24 53.3

Concerning traditional education, participants were asked to rate its tools and effectiveness from their
point of view. It was obvious that participants were not satisfied with the effectiveness of traditional
education as 73.1% have disagreed on the phrase “I think English course /work books are enough tools for
students to master English”, 68.9% have also disagreed that classrooms are efficient environment for students

to practice English and 53.3% don't express themselves freely in class.
3.2 Discussion

3.2.1 Question one

In regard to social networking sites, the results revealed that the students view these sites extremely
favorably; they visit their pages frequently and on a regular basis. Some of the sites the students are most
attached to include Twitter, Facebook, BBM, WhatsApp and personal blogs. In addition, many students
indicated that they check on their pages daily from their mobile phones, even when they are out of the house.
The reasons for the enormous use of these sites varied from educating themselves to amusement and meeting

new people; revealing that students are aware of these new technologies. The students socialise with each
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other as well as with other people through social networks. Moreover, it is evident that students value social

networks, as they clearly constitute a part of their daily routines.

3.2.2 Question two

In response to the second question, the overall results showed that the students had a positive attitude
towards using social networks to improve their English language skills. The majority of the students (57.8%)
used English as a medium of communication and would use social networks to express their thoughts or
interact with native speakers. The interaction with native speakers of English helped creating an authentic
language learning conditions that went beyond traditional EFL classrooms. Students stated that using social
networks made them read and write more in English, thereby increasing their English vocabulary and
improving key skills. In addition, many students also stated that social networks helped them learn English
faster and easier than they did in class.

There was an agreement amongst the students that social networks improved their English
proficiency. The implementation of social networks into the educational process would be highly valued by
students, as they find it a useful learning/assessment tool. It is evident that the students were aware of the
effectiveness of social networks on improving their language skills.

Regarding the pros and cons of social networks, the students thought that social networks helped
them to practice English more often than they do in the classroom. The students also agreed that social
networks helped them to read faster in English than they used to be capable of doing. Furthermore, social
networks improved their motivation, academic knowledge and skills. Some students confirmed that using
social networks has helped them in their spelling abilities and has improved their reading and writing skills.
Others stated that social networks have had no negative influences on their English learning. However,
several students believed that social networks adversely influenced their writing abilities due to the
abbreviated styles common to social networking sites. This crucial issue should be taken into consideration by
researchers to enable them to help students avoid this phenomenon.

According to these findings, it is vital to implement social networks into the
learning/teaching process. Teachers and curriculum-designers must take an account of the students’
obsession with technology and social networks to serve educational purposes. Rezaee and Oladi (2008)
confirmed that the critical role of interaction in learning is reinforced by the addition of social networking to
the school community, not undermined. Therefore, the addition of the learning network augments the
learning community rather than provides an alternative to it, resulting in the overall enhancement of the

learning environment.( p.9).
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3.2.3 Question three

EFL practices can be characterised as traditional language-learning settings in which teachers direct the
learning process, and students are then assumed to be passive recipients of knowledge (Al-Shehri, 2008). In
order to identify the difficulties students might encounter while learning English, they were asked to briefly
evaluate some of the traditional teaching methods that occur within the classroom environment, as well as the
work/course book used as tools to assist them in improving their English skills. The results revealed that the
vast majority of the students were not satisfied with the current state of the EFL teaching and learning process.
The students felt that classroom provided them with limited opportunities to practice English, stating that it
was not an efficient environment for them to practice in. Moreover, the students felt that the classroom failed
to offer them the freedom to express their thoughts and ideas adequately. As Al-Shehri (2011) stated, EFL
learning has been criticised as being “an in-class-only” learning practice, due to the rarity of opportunities an
EFL learner can expect to encounter outside the boundaries of the classroom. Additionally, course/work books
are not efficient tools for helping students to improve their English. The findings of Nah'’s (2008) study also
demonstrated that traditional language-learning settings provided students with “limited in-class input
opportunities” in comparison to the unlimited input opportunities provided through the use of mobile phones
and their applications, which are available whenever and wherever the students want to use them. New
technologies and social networking sites should therefore be taken into consideration in the EFL teaching

process in order to increase students” motivation levels and to improve their knowledge and skills.

4. Conclusion and Recommendations

In the present landscape of technological and social change, important transformations are underway
in terms of the ways in which people live and work. Contemporary times are referred to as the “information
age” or a "knowledge based society”, characterised by the diffusion of information and communications
technologies (ICTs) and the increasing demand for new educational approaches and pedagogies that foster
lifelong learning (Fischer & Konomi, 2005).

Several studies have been conducted to assess the effectiveness of social networks on EFL learning
and teaching. However, the purpose of this study was to raise the educationalists’ awareness in order to
prompt them to adopt new methodologies in EFL teaching through the use of new technology and social
networks. The study was conducted with a sample of 45 female university students, who undertook a 23-
question survey. The purpose of this survey was to shed light on the effectiveness of social networks on
improving EFL students’ English language skills. From the findings of this study, it can be definitively stated
that there is a positive attitude towards using social networks among the younger generation, as social

networks appear to play an important role in their daily routines. Students overwhelmingly use social
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networks to interact with each other on a daily basis. Most students log into their pages in a given social

network as regularly as every couple of hours, and the language used to communicate in social networks is

typically English. The students stated that social networks improved their motivation, academic knowledge

and skills, and their English vocabulary has also increased. The implementation of social networks in the

educational process would be highly valued by students, as they find it a good learning/assessment tool.

According to these findings, it is vital to implement social networks into the learning/teaching

process. Teachers and curriculum—designers must take account of students’ obsession with technology and

social networks and harness this to serve educational purposes.

4.1 Pedagogical implications:

1.

The use of social networks offers powerful information-sharing and collaborative opportunities for
learners and learning.

Social networks can grant researchers and educationalists with ample evidence regarding the advantages
offered by this particular method of teaching English.

A significant implication of this study is related to the effects of making learning public, rather than
confining it within a protected community of learners.

Such a learning methodology through social networks would make students more motivated about the
learning process.

The implementation of social networks into the educational process would be highly valued by students,
as they find it to be a good learning/assessment tool.

Social networks provide individuals with a way of maintaining and strengthening social ties, which can be

beneficial in both social and academic settings.

4.2 Suggestions for further studies:

The need for further research is undeniable; more studies are required to be carried out regarding

social networks as educational and learning tools. An enhanced and empirical understanding of the nature

and patterns of learning that occur within social network communities should be the aim of future research in

this arena. Future studies ought to employ larger numbers of participants, and include both males and

females. Critically engaging learners in the learning process by encouraging them to publish their own

postings, either on personal weblogs or on a community weblog, is likely to prove to be constructive in future

research.
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Appendix A

Questionnaire

Section A : Students’ perspective on social networking sites.

1. Are you a member of a social networking sites?

I Yes 1 No

2. Which of these social networks are you a member of?

3. Which is your favorite social network?

4. Why do you use social networks?

] Wasting time and having fun. ] Meeting new people. [ Educational reasons.
1 all the above.

5. How many times in a day do you visit your page on a social network ?

[ Once a day 1 Every hour [1 Every couple of hours

L1 2-5 times a day L1 More than 5 times L1 Always logged on

6. How do you log in your favorite social network ?

] From the mobile phone (BlackBerry, | phone .. ).

O I pad/ | pod [ Computer (Desk top or Lap top ).

7. Do you access your social network via mobile phone when you are out ?

[ Alwavs ] Sometimes ] Never

L1 Twitter 1 Facebook 1 Blogs
1 Flickr 1 YouTube 1 BBM ( blackberry Messenger)
L1 MySpace L1 Others ( Specify) ............
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Section B : Educational effectiveness of social network

B. Educational effectiveness of social networks.

8. My English proficiency improved with the use of social networks.

L1 agree [ neutral L1 disagree
9. | use social networks to interact with native speakers of English.

L1 agree [ neutral L1 disagree
10. I think social networks assisted me in English learning.

L] agree [ neutral [ disagree

11. Social networks made me read/write more in English.

L] agree [ neutral [ disagree

12. My English vocabulary increased after using social networks.

[ agree [ neutral [ disagree

13. I would like to see social networks used more widely in English classes as a learning/assessment tool.

L] agree O neutral [ disagree

14. | can express my thoughts more freely in social networks.

L] agree O neutral [ disagree

15. Using social networks is a good thing for students.

L] agree U neutral 1 disagree

16. | use English as a medium of communication in social networks.

L] agree U neutral 1 disagree

17. 1 use social networks to share information with one another.

L] agree U neutral 1 disagree

18. Rate your English before using social networks?

[ Excellent ] Good [ Average 1 Poor
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19. Rate your English after using social networks?
1 Excellent 1 Good [1 Average

L1 Poor LI Very poor

20. What do you think the advantages and disadvantages of social networks for the students’ language?

21. | express myself freely when | am in class.

[ agree U neutral L] disagree
22. | think classrooms are efficient environment for students to practice English.

[ agree LI neutral L] disagree

23. | think English course/work books are enough tools for students to master English.
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Abstract: The present research paper is about two different novels, which are the Island of Doctor Moreau and the Time
Machine, which are written by H.G.Wells; who is one of the most prominent writers in the 20th century. The main objective of
this research paper is to explore the theme of science fiction and reveal the role of literature to express the power of science
fiction, as the human beings can create and innovate, because they cannot do so if they are prisoners of their limited reality. As
all people in the 20th century concentrate on scientific theories and struggles between classes, H.G.Wells reflects these two ideas
according to his point of view in his works; the Time Machine and the Island of Doctor Moreau, using the power of science
fiction to imagine other worlds that are not available in concentrate reality, predicting how the life will be and how to live within

for the outside world past and future.

Keywords: Science Fiction, H.G.Wells, The Island of Dr.Moreau, Time Machine, Travelling Through The Time, Transplantation,

Vivisection.

1. Introduction

Herbert George Wells (21 September 1866 — 13 August 1946)—known as H. G. Wells ,was a prolific
English writer in many genres, including the novel, history, politics, social commentary, textbooks and rules for
war games. Wells is now best remembered for his science fiction novels and is called a "father of science
fiction". Some of H.G Wells' master pieces are The Island of Dr Moreau and The Time Machine. In the first
novel, the writer has presented many views which are related to the importance of law to regulate our life and
the importance of punishment for every guilty who commits a crime. These views embodied significantly in
the present novel as Dr Moreau who represents a god figure that could control the animals which represented
people by applying a law and punishment for the lawbreakers. In The Time Machine, H.G Wells dealt with
many themes including class struggle, racism and science. In both novels, there is a mutual theme or factor
which led to the same result, namely the progressivism of science and its consequences on the human beings
themselves. Accordingly, it is clear that the writer wants to convey a certain message, namely the
progressivism of science sometime may lead to bad result in the event of the absence of ethics or morals.

Consequently, the present research deals in details with many themes included in The Island of Dr

Moreau and The Time Machine: It also shows these themes through presenting the plot of the novels.
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Research Problem

In the novel, Wells effectively argues many of the concerns of his time. Following the consequences of
Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution, science was affirmed as the doctrine of people’s means of
understanding the world, as well as where we place ourselves in it. Though The Time Machine concentrates
on the establishment of time travel in the nineteenth century, but was rather more interested in the vast

ramifications of evolutionary theory.
2. Review of literature

2.1 The Author

2.1.1 Biography

H.G. Wells was a writer of science-fiction works—including The Time Machine and War of the
Worlds—who had a great influence on our vision of the future. Born in England in 1866, His parents were
shopkeepers in Kent, England. His first novel, The Time Machine was an instant success and produced a series
of science fiction works which pioneered our ideas of the future. His later work focused on social criticism.
Wells formulated his socialist views of human history in his Outline of History.

Wells was the son of domestic servants turned small shopkeepers. He grew up under the continual
threat of poverty, and at age 14, after a very inadequate education supplemented by his inexhaustible love of
reading, he was apprenticed to a draper in Windsor. His employer soon dismissed him; and he became
assistant to a chemist, then to another draper, and finally, in 1883, an usher at Midhurst Grammar School. At
18 he won a scholarship to study biology at the Normal School (later the Royal College) of Science, in South
Kensington, London, where T.H. Huxley was one of his teachers. He graduated from London University in
1888, becoming a science teacher and undergoing a period of ill health and financial worries. (Nicholson,

2009)
2.1.2 His Literary Works

H.G. Wells - His Science & Non-Science Fiction

Most of people amazed by the number of books he wrote. And He is so famous because of his science
fiction works but he wrote a lot of non-science fiction too. He seemed to write a lot of books that challenged
traditional social conventions. They had impression that the best of his non science fiction was Kipps, which
was autobiographical. He seems to have been very popular in his time, but apart from his science fiction from

his early years, he is not read anymore.
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Wells was a very good writer of the social development of his time but his main concern was the
promotion of science in the cause of that development, although his writing underlines the irony of scientific
advance's adverse impact on social stability. This is the theme of two of his better novels, Love and Mr. Lewis
ham and Tono Bungay. An early supporter of socialism, he backed off later when he saw which way it was
going but much of his writing sees socialism as a scientific means to achieving the equality that he felt
necessary to a more ordered rather than a fairer society. ." Wells's scientific view of humanity leads him to tell
Maugham: “I'm indifferent to the individual; I'm only interested in people in the mass.” Nevertheless, Wells
create amusing characters such as Kipps and Mr. Polly among others who make up the dramatis personae of
his novels. Maugham's overall view of Wells is that: “He had had an immense influence on a whole generation
and had done a great deal to alter the climate of opinion.”

His Non-Science Fiction Works such as: Text Book of Biology, Certain Personal Matters, Mankind in
the making, Future in America and The Misery of Boot.

His Science Fiction Works such as: Invisible Man, the Sea Lady, When the Sleeper Wakes, the War in
Air, Modern Utopia.

After about 1906 the pamphleteer and the novelist were in conflict in Wells, and only The History of
Mr.Polly and the lighthearted Bealby (1915) can be considered primarily as fiction. His later novels mainly
showed little concern for the novel as a literary form but were discussions of social and political themes. Wells
himself affected not to care about the literary worth of his work, and he dismissed the guardianship of the
American novelist Henry James, saying, “l would rather be called a journalist than an artist.” Indeed, his novel
Boon (1915) included a malicious parody of James. His next novel, Mr. Bristling Sees It Through (1916),
though touched by the prejudice and shortsightedness of wartime, gives a good picture of the English people
in World-Warl.

World War | shake Wells’s belief in short-term human progress, and in later works he edited his
conception of social evolution, putting forward the view that man could only progress if he would adapt
himself to changing conditions via knowledge and education.

To assist bring about this attempt of adaptation, Wells began an ambitious work of popular education,
of which the main products were The Outline of History (1920; revised 1931), The Science of Life (1931), co-
written with Julian Huxley and G.P. Wells (his elder son by his 2nd wife), and The Work, Wealth, and
Happiness of Human (1932). At the same time he maintained to publish works of fiction, in which his gifts of
enlistment and dialogue give way almost entirely to controversy. His sense of sarcasm reappears, but, in the

memories of his Experiment in Autobiography (1934).
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Wells’s version returns to the utopianism of some earlier books, but as a whole his predictions grew
increasingly less optimistic, and some of his later novels contain much that is frightfully satiric. Fear of a
dramatic wrong turning in the development of the human race, to which he had early given imaginative
expression in the distorted animal mutations of The Island of Doctor Moreau, controls the short novels and
fables he wrote in the later 1930s. Wells was now sick and aging. With the breakout of World War I, he lost all
faith in the future, and in Mind at the End of Its Tether (1945) he illustrates a bleak vision of a world in which

nature has refused, and is destroying, mankind. (Nicholson, 2009)

2.3 Science Fiction

Science fiction can be defined as that branch of literature which deals with the reaction of human
beings to changes in science and technology. Imagination is a natural force deposited by God in the human
soul, to come out of the limited world to beyond. Imagination helps the human being to imagine other worlds
that are not available in concentrate reality, and literature is to express this imagination. As for science fiction
it has become non-existent, and we are already living in scientific progress every day as it is a realistic guess
about possible future events.

Fiction dealing principally with the impact of actual or imagined science on society or individuals or
having a scientific factor as an essential orienting component (Collins English Dictionary
- Complete and Unabridged, 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2014).

A literary or cinematic genre in which fantasy, typically based on speculative scientific discoveries or
developments, environmental changes, space travel, or life on other planets, forms part of the plot or
background (American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language F. E., 2016).

Science fiction is that class of prose narrative treating of a situation that could not arise in the world
we know, but which is hypothesized on the basis of some innovation in science or technology, or pseudo-

science or pseudo-technology, whether human or extra-terrestrial in origin (Kingsley, 1960).

2.4 Themes

2.4.1 Vivisection
Is the act of Practice of cutting into or otherwise injuring living animals for the purpose of scientific

research (American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language F. E.).
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Is the act or practice of performing experiments on living animals, involving cutting into or dissecting
the body (Collins English Dictionary — Complete and Unabridged, 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007,
2009, 2011, 2014).

Vivisection

The human-animal bond as a marketed concept, even as a “veterinary meme”, has been with us for
overadecade, and in its positive aspects, it is meant to highlight the happy aspects of owningand caring fora pet,
zoo therapy and an overall desire to connectin some way emotionally or existentially with non-human sentient
beings.

However, in the author’s opinion, the human-animal bond has a darker side that casts a long shadow
over our relationships with companion animals as well as all other species that have been used in research. This
historical overview stems from an examination of past and present issues in the place of non-livestock animals
in society, and how they have been and continue to be used in ways that are potentially troublesome for
contemporary veterinarians in the Western world.

“As a master of poker-faced fantastic narrative, Wells could start off with a serious discussion of a
curious aspect of some contemporary scientific subject—for example the fourth dimension or the habits of
deep-sea squid—and then modulate effortlessly into a tale of exciting events that might have seemed rather
improbable if the read had not already been hooked by his sober, well informed presentation of scientific fact
and theory.” (Harris,2009)

The word vivisection was first coined in the 1800s to denote the experimental dissection of live
animals - or humans. It was created by activists who opposed the practice of experimenting on animals.

The Roman physician Celsus claimed that in Alexandria in the 3rd century BCE physicians had
performed vivisections on sentenced criminals, but vivisection on humans was generally outlawed.

“Moreover, as pains, and also various kinds of diseases, arise in the more internal parts, they hold that
no one can apply remedies for these who is ignorant about the parts themselves; hence it becomes necessary
to lay open the bodies of the dead and to scrutinize their viscera and intestines. They hold that Herophilus and
Erasistratus did this in the best way by far, when they laid open men whilst alive — criminals received out
prison from the kings — and whilst these were still breathing, observed parts which beforehand nature had
concealed, their position, colour, shape, size, arrangement, hardness, softness, smoothness, relation, processes
and depressions of each, and whether any part is inserted into or is received into another.” (Celsus, 300 BC)

Experimenters frequently used living animals. Most early modern researchers considered this practice

acceptable, believing that animals felt no pain.
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Even those who opposed vivisection in the early modern period did not usually do so out of
consideration for the animals, but because they thought that this practice would coarsen the experimenter, or
because they were concerned that animals stressed under experimental conditions did not represent the
normal state of the body.

Prompted by the rise of experimental physiology and the increasing use of animals, an anti- vivisection
movement started in the 1860s. Its driving force, the British journalist Frances Power Cobbe (1822-1904),
founded the British Victoria Street Society in 1875, which gave rise to the British government's Cruelty to
Animals Act of 1876. This law regulated the use of live animals for experimental purposes (A physiological
demonstration with the vivisection of a dog,1832).

On the One hand, vivisection—which is the dissection of a still-living creature—was advancing
understanding of biological processes. On the other hand, at this time religious authorities, poets and artists,
activists and philosophers began to raise doubts about the morality and ethics of the treatment of animals
generally and vivisection in particular. Underneath these real concerns and debates ran a dread and fear of
human vivisection that was in large experienced by those in the lower classes.

Since laws limited the medical use of cadavers in the early nineteenth century, teachers and students
of anatomy were permitted only a certain number of cadavers each year — those of executed criminals, who
by and large came from the lower classes. A common belief among the lower classes was that many doctors
who treated the poor did so to exploit them as subjects, not to aid them without ulterior motivations.

“Itis a clumsy and misleading name for experimentation on animals for the sake of the knowledge to
be gained thereby. It is clumsy and misleading because it means literally cutting up alive and trails with it to
most uninstructed minds a suggestion of highly sensitive creatures, bound and helpless, being slowly
anatomized to death.” (Wells 221-30)

Moreau picks his victims from among the voiceless—animals who cannot protest effectively (no
matter how loudly they scream on the table). Moreau has abandoned, or been driven from, London after
one of his victims escapes. Its pitiable state rouses public opinion against his work, so he goes underground, to
an island “that seemed waiting for me,” he says, as if the hand of destiny had guided him there. Moreau
resents even Prendick’s awareness of his work. Moreau is utterly careless of the beasts he destroys and of
those on whom his experiments “succeed.” He never tries to improve their condition or relieve their sufferings;
in fact, he states openly that he has “never troubled about the ethics” of his methods or of their results, which
Prendick calls abominations.

Lost in the “strange, colorless delight of these intellectual desires,” Moreau ceases to see “an animal, a

fellow-creature” and sees only “a problem” to be solve—another scientific experiment to succeed.
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Some critics see the beasts that endure Moreau’s experiments as representatives of the social lower
classes who are exploited, used up, and cast aside by those in power. In fact, Wells’ concern for this lower class
of the have-nots is well documented in his fiction as he deals with it symbolically in both his novellas The
Time Machine and The Island of Dr. Moreau.

H.G.Wells studied biology under T. H. Huxley, the evolutionary biologist and zoologist who argued
that while pain is the natural law of the universe, the great achievement of the human mind is ethics—the
imposition of an orderly justice on the chaos of nature. On the island, Moreau has taken a different view of
human achievement by using pain to drive and enforce a new order. To do so, he has had to cast aside ethics
and justice, which exist only in the perverted Law. Montgomery, by contrast, cannot lose the ethical impulse.
He attempts to ameliorate the beast folks’ plight and, when he cannot shield them from Moreau, drinks to
blunt his disgrace. Prendick, through whose eyes readers watch the action, shares Montgomery’s feelings to
the degree that he can (revulsion limits him), but he is in danger of losing his ethical sense, readers see, as the
puma’s quasi-human cries of pain afflict him less and less the longer he hears them. Ironically, the trauma of
Prendick’s experiences on the island renders him unable to sympathize—to feel a common human
bond—uwith the people who surround him in London after his return. It is as if his exposure to Moreau'’s
experiments in vivisection have revealed to him a fact that he cannot grapple with, the shared animal nature of
all creatures of flesh and blood.

Rather than moving Prendick toward a more ethical view of his “fellow-creatures,” this fact Drives him
away from the chaotic, messy realities of biological-existence.

He finds solace mostly in gazing at the stars, which provide him with a sense (perhaps false) of “the vast
and eternal laws of nature.” The distant stars do not, as far as he can see, suffer “the daily cares and sins and

troubles of men”; in other words, they make no demands on his shattered ethic.

2.4.2 Transplantation

Is an act, process, or instance of transplanting; especially: the removal of tissue from one part of the
body or from one individual and its implantation or insertion in another especially by surgery the
transplantation of lung tissue.

(Bryan, Jenny, and John Clare.. Organ Farm: Pig to Human Transplants. London: Carlton, 2001).

Is the process of taking an organ or living tissue and implanting it in another part of the body or in
another body.

(Koch, Tom. Scarce Goods: Justice, Fairness, and Organ Transplantation. Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 2002)

Organ and tissue transplantation is an accepted form of medical treatment. The future of donation

and transplantation is dependent upon the continued support from both the medical community and the
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general public. As an individual, you can help by signing up online and talking to your family about donating
life.

Making animals more human was discussed in fiction, however. HG Wells’ 1896 novel The Island of
Dr Moreau is often used as a morality tale against genetic engineering, but in the book the transformation of
the animals into man-like hybrids is more physical. Moreau is a vivisector, he grafts skin, cuts and manipulates
flesh, sets bone. For the rest, he relies on what we’d probably call neuroplasticity.

“You forget all that skilled vivisector can do with living things, you have heard of a common surgical
operation re-stored to in cases where the nose has been destroyed, and these creatures you have seen here are
animals’ carven and wrought into new shapes. You begin to see that it's possible to transplant tissue from one
part of an animal to another, or from one animal to another, to alter its chemical reactions and methods of
growth"’ (Wells-The Island of Dr Moreau, Ch14 Pg76)

The possibility of vivisection does not stop at a mere physical metamorphosis. A pig may be educated.
The mental structure is even less determinate than the bodily. In our growing science of hypnotism we find
the promise of a possibility of superseding old inherent instincts by new suggestions, grafting upon or
replacing the inherited fixed ideas) They had been using animals for spare parts and as medicine for centuries.

If we're uncomfortable about the idea of growing spare organs in pigs it can't just be because this
crosses a species barrier — perhaps, instead, it's because human-pig hybrids are a rather uncomfortable
reminder of how closely related we are to the animals they use (published in Lustige Blatter, 1910).

Today, a new promised technique is being the next generation of transplantation, known as “Stem
Cells”. Stem cells have been the object of much excitement and controversy amongst both scientists and the
general population. Attempts were made to fertilize mammalian eggs outside of the human body and in the
early 1900s, it was discovered that some cells had the ability to generate a new differentiated cells, which is
major goal of transplantation now are made without transplant organ from a donor to recipient.

Stem cell research has now progressed dramatically and there are countless research studies
published each year in scientific journals.

Adult stem cells are already being used to treat many conditions such as heart disease and leukemia.
Researchers still have a long way to go before they completely control the regulation of stem cells. The
potential is overwhelmingly positive and with continued support and research, scientists will ideally be able to
harness the full power of stem cells to Treat Diseases that you or a loved one may suffer from one day.

(Dick,2014)

2.4.3 Travelling through the time

Is a hypothetical journeying into the past or the future, as in science fiction.
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(Webster's New World College Dictionary, 2010)

Is the Science fiction has proposed many methods for time travel over the years, and every work has
its own rules.(Tracey, 2015)

Arguably, we are always travelling though time, as we move from the past into the future. But time
travel usually refers to the possibility of changing the rate at which we travel into the future, or completely
reversing it so that we travel into the past. Time travel has never been practically demonstrated or verified, and
may still be impossible.

Wells spots the holes in this argument. In "The Time Machine," the beautiful Eloi seem, at first, to be
the perfect inhabitants of an advanced age. But the Time Traveler soon discovers that the advancements of
civilization have enfeebled the Eloi; without any pressing requirements for survival, they have become weak,
lazy, and stupid. While their civilization has seemingly become perfect, they have become decidedly imperfect.
In other words, evolution has problems in application to the world of mankind, since man changes his
environment as he himself changes. Therefore, the changing environment may not always produce desirable
changes in man, and Social Darwinism's argument that those who succeed in a given environment are
naturally superior is not valid. Wells uses more ironies in the novel to pound home this point: the TT turns into
a near-primal savage in his dealings with the Morlocks, for instance, and he finds little use from the more
advanced displays in the Palace of Green Porcelain (such as the ruined literature), opting instead for a simple
lever as a weapon. Though the TT is in the world of 802,701 AD, behavior and tools of prehistoric man--such

as fire, his main ally against the Morlocks--are more effective; he must devolve to survive in the evolved world.

2.2 THE ISLAND OF DR MOREOU

The Island of D Moreau, science fiction novel (1869) written by H.G. Wells. The classic tale has been
adapted and published in popular culture. Like several other lost island stories of the era, Wells' story takes the
manuscript found by accident, in this case by the nephew of the protagonist Edward Prendick.

“Thank no one. You had the need, and I had the knowledge” (Wells-The Island of Dr Moreau, Ch2 Pg17)

After being shipwrecked, he is saved and put ashore on a remote island with the other passengers on
the boat. Here Prendick meets Dr. Moreau, a scientist who was hounded out of Britain some years earlier
because his unethical work with animals that was refused by the scientific establishment. It soon outs that his
work on the island is even more shocking and horrible, involving vivisection and their transformation into
horrifying semi-human creatures called Beast Folk; these creatures include Leopard Man, Swine Folk, Ape
Man, Dog Man, and Monkey Man, among others.

The beasts’ attitude is continually enhanced by laws, such as the prohibition on eating flesh and

tasting blood, about what they must and must not do, and strict obeying to Moreau is “woven into the texture
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of [their] minds.” As each experiment fails, the victim is released into the wilds of the island to return to beast
hood. After Moreau is killed by one of the beasts, Prendick lives among the creatures, as the only surviving
human on the island, until finally escaping by boat.

“In our growing science of hypnotism we find the promise of a possibility of replacing old inherent
instincts by new suggestions, grafting upon or replacing the inherited fixed ideas. Very much indeed of what
we call moral education is such an artificial modification and perversion of instinct; pugnacity is trained into
courageous self-sacrifice, and suppressed sexuality into religious emotion.” (Wells, 1896)

He returns to England and tells his story, but no one believes him. Considered as mad, Prendick then
leaves London for the country, pursuing his love for science in quiet isolation, away from the humanity he no
longer trusts and believes soon will revert to the bestiality from which he had just escaped.

“I say | became habituated to the Beast People, that a thousand things which had seemed unnatural
and repulsive speedily became natural an ordinary to me. | suppose everything in existence takes its colour
from the average hue of our surroundings.” (Wells, 1896)

This story was written at a time when vivisection was debated, and increasingly condemned, and as
Darwin’s 1859 theory of evolution was increasing in popularity. Today, the story takes on even greater
significance given contemporary debates about cloning and genetic engineering, as well as the contentious
issues that still surround Moreau’s modus operandi—vivisection. As with Wells’s The Time Machine and The
War of the Worlds, Moreau confronts readers with a horrible induction of evolution theory. The doctor also
represents a series of fundamental anxieties about the role of science and human responsibility.

This novel has as much capacity to shock now as on first publication. Although Moreau’s flaying of
live animals and molding them into humans may be a far cry from the delicacy of genetic manipulation, this
story retains the power to arouse the classic fears of “unknown” scientific methods and their consequences.

(Lowne, 2014)

2.2 THE TIME MACHINE

A group of men, including the narrator, is listening to the Time Traveler discuss his theory that time is
the fourth dimension. The Time Traveler produces a miniature time machine and makes it disappear into thin
air. The next week, the guests’ return, to find their host stumble in, looking disheveled and tired. They sit down
after dinner, and the Time Traveler begins his story.

The Time Traveler had finally finished work on his time machine, and it rocketed him into the future.
When the machine stops, in the year 802,701 AD, he finds himself in a paradisiacal world of small humanoid
creatures called Eloi. They are frail and peaceful, and give him fruit to eat. He explores the area, but when he

returns he finds that his time machine is gone. He decides that it has been put inside the pedestal of a nearby
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statue. He tries to pry it open but cannot. In the night, he begins to catch glimpses of strange white ape-like
creatures the Eloi call Morlocks. He decides that the Morlocks live below ground, down the wells that dot the
landscape. Meanwhile, he saves one of the Eloi from drowning, and she befriends him. Her name is Weena.
The Time Traveler finally works up enough courage to go down into the world of Morlocks to try to retrieve
his time machine.

“The Time Traveler (for so it will be convenient to speak of him) was expounding a recondite matter
to us. His grey eyes shone and twinkled, and his usually pale face was flushed and animated. The fire burned
brightly, and the soft radiance of the incandescent lights in the lilies of silver caught the bubbles that flashed
and passed in our glasses. Our chairs, being his patents, embraced and caressed us rather than submitted to be
sat upon, and there was that luxurious after-dinner atmosphere when thought roams gracefully free of the
trammels of precision. And he put it to us in this way—marking the points with a lean forefinger—as we sat
and lazily admired his earnestness over this new paradox (as we thought it) and his fecundity.” (Wells,1895)

He finds that matches are a good defense against the Morlocks, but ultimately they chase him out of
their realm. Frightened by the Morlocks, he takes Weena to try to find a place where they will be safe from the
Morlocks' nocturnal hunting. He goes to what he calls the Palace of Green Porcelain, which turns out to be a
museum.

“What, unless biological science is a mass of errors, is the cause of human intelligence and vigor?
Hardship and freedom: conditions under which the active, strong, and subtle survive and the weaker go to the
wall; conditions that put a premium upon the loyal alliance of capable men, upon self-restraint, patience, and
decision. And the institution of the family, and the emotions that arise therein, the fierce jealousy, the
tenderness for offspring, parental self-devotion, all found their justification and support in the imminent
dangers of the young.” (Wells,1895)

There, he finds more matches, some camphor, and a lever he can use as a weapon. That night,
retreating from the Morlocks through a giant wood, he accidentally starts a fire. Many Morlocks die in the fire
and the battle that ensues, and Weena is killed.

“Still, however helpless the little people in the presence of their mysterious Fear, | was differently
constituted. | came out of this age of ours, this ripe prime of the human race, when Fear does not paralyse and
mystery has lost its terrors.” (Wells,1895)

The exhausted Time Traveler returns to the pedestal to find that it has already been pried open. He
strides in confidently, and just when the Morlocks think that they have trapped him, he springs onto the

machine and whizzes into the future.
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“We should strive to welcome change and challenges, because they are what help us grow. Without
them we grow weak like the Eloi in comfort and security. We need to constantly be challenging ourselves in
order to strengthen our character and increase our intelligence.” (Wells,1895)

The Time Traveler makes several more stops. In a distant time he stops on a beach where he is
attacked by giant crabs. The bloated red sun sits motionless in the sky. He then travels thirty million years into
the future. The air is very thin, and the only sign of life is a black blob with tentacles. He sees a planet eclipse

the sun. He then returns, exhausted, to the present time. The next day, he leaves again, but never returns.

3. Conclusion

Here H.G. Wells" proved that The Time Machine is one of early novels that influenced much of the
science fiction that was to come. In the novel, Wells effectively argues many of the concerns of his time.
Following the consequences of Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution, science was affirmed as the doctrine of
people’s means of understanding the world, as well as where we place ourselves in it. Though The Time
Machine concentrates on the establishment of time travel in the nineteenth century, but was rather more
interested in the vast ramifications of evolutionary theory. His dissatisfaction is still well-founded in the
modern day. When The Time Machine is examined from a Darwinian perspective the reader can see how
Wells showcases the theory of evolution as a motif, key to this is the concept of duality in an individual. This is
recognized when the Time Traveler acknowledges that the conflicting characteristics of the Eloi and Morlocks
lie within the individual and are adhered by feelings of love and intellectual interest. Imperialism is Wells’
leading issue, where in this post-Darwinian society, life itself is the struggle for existence. The focus is not on
species improving, but rather which can better adapt themselves to their environment the whole of the novel
can be perceived as an observation of the social and political characteristics of the human race as Europe
progresses from an agrarian society to an industrial one.

On the other hand, the Island of Doctor Moreou In the time of publication, vivisection had been
around long enough that people had begun to disapprove and often times were outraged at the barbarity of it.

This novel and its implications along with vivisection informed the public of some of its down sides,
as well as its good things. Only two years after the publication of The Island of Doctor Moreau, Anti-
vivisection movements like that of the British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection began, and this book no
doubt played some role in helping to shape the argument for different negative reasons for vivisection

(Conceptual).
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Recommendations

Based on the above mentioned in this research paper from my personal perspective that imagination
is a natural force deposited by God in the human soul, to come out of the limited world to beyond. H.G Wells
used this gift to create virtual worlds that defined and figured critical issue in his society. And this makes
literature, a good tool to spot on critical issues in a different way. On one side, science with unlimited sky may
lead the humanity to a narrow tunnel of un-ethical problems, losing the mankind thousands of civilization and
millions of biological one-way evolution. Hence, the global ware should take this into consideration, scoping
these research with a care not anger eyes. We know that science is the greatest tool made by man, and should
not to be limited or to be traditional, but have to be observed under responsibility. On the other side,
nowadays a lot of theories talk about” Time”, a Most element that to be discussed on our life, related to past,
present and future, also to the ones we love and the ones we lost. H.G Wells again use the power of
imagination and escape traveling through the time. This teaches us how to appreciate your present time, that
will be the past and the base of the next, time is a one-way line, never comes back and never to be under
control. So we have to live our moment, full of its real feelings and real actions. We have to respect it more and

stop it's leaking with ones that not proper or things which not regard.
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