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Abstract

This paper tries to examine the concept of "civil society" namely — its sources and
beginnings, the controversy among different thinkers and scholars, and how it has
crystallized as one of the major contemporary concepts in social sciences — notably
political sociology. The paper tries to discuss a basic hypothesis that "building
sustainable democracy depends on the building a stable, conscious and coherent civil
society". It believes that advanced civil society organizations are indispensable tools for
building a sound and sustainable democratic system. To that end, the paper adopts
historical and descriptive approach. It reviews the founding thoughts of the concept —

citing some examples of the philosophers who contributed to the debate and
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constructing of the concept. The papers also tries to explain the relation of the concept
with political parties — along with other institutions such as ‘'political society’,
"professional associations'’, 'popular or communal society' — such as tribes clans,

religious institutions, and the like.
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