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9. The Importance of Culture in Language Teaching

For learners of a language, being linguistic competent in the
language only is not enough and does not mean that the learner has
mastered the language, but it is essential for them to know about the
language's culture, Cultural values of the language society are part of the
language spoken in that society and play a very important role in the
history and evolution of that language, and how and why some sayings are
said on certain occasions while others are not. Body language is also a part
of that language; for example while Arabs nod their heads to mean agree.
the Indian people mean not to agree.
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1. Introduction .

This paper deals with language and culture. In one part, it sheds
light on the definitions of language as a human phenomenon that without
which there is no knowledge, no culture, and no experience transfer
between different generations and peoples. Different definitions language
and culture are presented. The relation between language and culture is
dealt with
2. Language

The term Language came originally from the Latin word lingua
which means rongue. (Varalakashmi: 2009, 1) The word language has its
roots in the Middle English, from Anglo-French langage, fromlange,
langue tongue, language, from Latin lingua (14™ century).

Oxford Advanced Learner's Encyclopedic Dictionary (Crowther,
1992) defines language as "a system of sounds, patterns, etc. used by
humans to communicate thoughts and feelings." Language is not the writing
system that consists of letters and symbols of writing but it also includes the
different sounds used by people in order to communicate and to transfer
their knowledge. Another definition of language is given by the same
dictionary (1992) as "a system of signs, symbols, gestures, etc. used for
conveying information.” Crystal (1995 454) defines language as "the
Systematic, conventional use of sounds, signs, or written symbols in a
human society for communication and self-expression."Language is a
specific set of rules for generating speech (O'Neil, 2004). The Online
Merriam-Webster dictionary defines language as "the words, their
pronunciation, and the methods of combining them used and understood by
a community”. Another definition of langnage given by the same dictionary
is that it is "a systematic means of communicating ideas or feelings by the
use of conventionalized signs, sounds, gestures, or marks having
understood meanings”.

' English Department, Faculty of Arts and Sciences - Zliten, Al-Mergeb University.
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Language in itself is a human phenomenon that only relates to
human kind. There is no other non-human community that has language to
communicate, so it is only man who uses language to do so. Language is
used to perform many tasks and activities of everyday life; but these uses
differ from one language community to another. There is an agreement that
language is a means for communicating feelings, ideas and thoughts.
Language is used either to express feelings and thoughts, etc., to give
directions and instructions or to make requests to those who belong to
higher or lower level; or to give information that is to inform about facts.
Everybody has their own langnage which they use for communication and
for making relationship with each other (Tiwari: 2008, 49). Upon this
language could be said that it has three functions to perform; viz.,
expressive, directive and informative. Language is the most important kind
of human symbolic communication system. All societies have such a
communication system even though they may be illiterate. Language is a
tool for communication between people, to express feelings, and to transfer
knowledge and experience. Language is used to convey ideas.

1t is the most perfect tool to share knowledge among people; so it is
very necessary to command the language of the community we are going to
contact with; without language there is no knowledge transform. Students
of language should have a good background and how it works. Through
perfect acquisition of language, people can enjoy and entertain themselves
with what they learn, read and watch of different language materials.
Language is the method of human communication in either spoken or
written, consisting of the use of words in a structured and conventional
way.

3. Language and Culture

Language has a big deal of vocabulary which people use in their
everyday life, to communicate, to talk about different subjects, to discuss
and debate; but due to some circumstances, they may get into some
misunderstanding which often results from the use of words that can convey
more than one concept.(Brooks: 1964, 82)

It is culture that makes people get fun through a pun they hear or a
literary text they read, those without the necessary background cannot get
the same amount of fun that got by the other group.

4. Culture

Culture is a controversial term. There are many debates relating this
term; so, there are different definitions in dictionaries and specialized
books.
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Oxford Advanced Learner's Encyclopedic Dictionary (Crowther,
1992) defines the term Culrnure as: "1. refined understanding and
appreciation of art, literature; etc. 2. State of intellectual development of a
society”. The Concise Oxford English Dictionary (2002) defines culture as
"the arts and other manifestation of human intellectual achievement
regarded collectively.” Another definition of culture is that "it is the
customs, institutions, and achievements of a nation, people or group”.
While the New Penguin English Dictionary (Allen, 2001) defines culture as
"1.the development of the mind, especially by education. 2.a.
Enlightenment and excellence of taste acquired by intellectual and aesthetic
training, 2.b. intellectual and artistic enlightenment as distinguished from
vocational and technical skills.”

5. The Meaning of Culture

The term culture originally meant the simple domestic notion of
growth in animals and plants. Later on, the use of the term was extended to
apply to persons subjected to education and training. "In the nineteenth
century it was recognized as bearing not only the absolute meaning of
refinement of mind, taste, and manners in an individual, but also of
intellectual attainments, especially as exemplified in the relics of artistic
endeavor, representing whole phases of a civilization."(Brooks, 1964, 83)

Due to these two very different areas of reference; biological growth
and intellectual refinement - the social scientists of the twentieth century
have added a third meaning: the sum of all the learned and shared elements
that characterize a societal group. However, culture influences all aspects of
human behavior. In this understanding of "deep culture,” language and
culture are integral to one another. The structure of language and the ways
it is used reflect the norms and values that members of a culture share.
However, they also determine how those norms and values are shared,
because language is the means through which culture is transmitted.

The communicative competence model is based on this
understanding of the relationship between language and culture. Linguistic,
discourse, sociolinguistic, and strategic competence each incorporate facets
of culture, and the development of these competences is intertwined with
the development of cultural awareness. The exquisite connection between
the culture that is lived and the language that is spoken can only be realized
by those who possess knowledge of both.

6.0 Teaching Language and Culture

To teach a language means that you share all civil works of peoples

through those who you teach language as they use and benefit from what
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you have taught them. Teachers contribute in broadening the view of people
about the world. Teaching culture helps students encouraging respect for
people from other cultures and developing cultural literacy about other
cultures as well as their students’” own culture.

Kramsch (1998: 1) discusses the relation between language and
culture. "Language is the principal means whereby we conduct our social
lives." For some contexts, language is mixed with culture to support the
dialogue. Words of language when referring to certain social context, they
express facts, ideas, or events. Culture in one of its meanings is the values
which people share; i.e. they represent the common stock of knowledge.
People share culture or the common knowledge in different occasions;
when speaking on the phones, face to face or when they write their emails
or make use of any different form of communication. Culture represents an
endless source of treasure that can be depended on when needed. Culture
has its place even in facial expressions and gestures. Culture is also there
when non-verbal expressions are there.

Culture is defined in different ways. It is "the sum total of a people’s
achievements and contributions to civilization: art, music, literature,
architecture, technology, scientific discoveries, and philosophy."(Allen,
1977, 325)The second meaning of culture is that it includes "the behavioral
patterns or life styles of the people: when and what they eat, how they make
a living, the way they organize society, the attitudes they express toward
friends and members of their families, how they act in different situations,
which expressions they use to show approval and disapproval, the traditions
they must observe, and so on." (Allen, 1977, 325)

In the 1960s the attention of language teachers was focused on the
second definition, usually called an anthropological approach or "culture
with a small c."Now language teachers are growing increasingly aware of
the fact that a people's culture is a complex and dynamic phenomenon. Not
only doe; every country possess a myriad of subcultures, but the
international expansion of technology and communications is contributing
to rapid transformations in daily life patterns. In other words; for example,
there is not one American culture, but many versions of American culture
ranging from rural to suburban to urban, from Black to Chicano to WASP,
from blue-collar to white-collar, from teen to elderly, and so on. Village life
in France in the 1970s has changed considerably from the village life of the
1950s, which was still quite similar to that of the nineteenth century. The
business world of Latin America is adopting the "horaamericana.”
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Coupled with the realization that the cultural stereotypes of the past
are usually grossly simplified, if not downright inaccurate, is the
rediscovery of the interrelationships between “big C" and “small ¢ culture.
Underlying both is a set of commonly-shared values or cultural themes. It
soon becomes evident from looking at the school curriculum, the popular
magazines and comic in his emergent model, Howard Nostrand posits
twelve themes for French Culture.

7. Teaching Culture in Foreign Language Classroom

Teaching culture in foreign language course-books must contribute
developing the creative thinking of the students. It must add to the
experience they gained in other courses and contexts: verbal (exercise,
poems, songs, anecdotes, tasks, projects, etc.) and non-verbal (graphs,
maps, diagrams, pictures, etc.) (Tandlichov, 4)

Teaching a foreign language by means of culture has become
increasingly widespread nowadays. Students must be kept interested in the
classroom of language; for both the language itself and the culture
expressed in that language. Culture is a good way of motivation and it gives
students with models of original and authentic use of the language.

8. Components of Culture

In EFL (English as a foreign language) classrooms culture would be
taught as language is taught. This includes different patterns:

- Greetings

- Body movements

- Gestures, ... etc.

Culture is either taught through course books, or videos. Learning
these values affects the students' behavior when they go in direct
communication with native speakers. Students should be able to
demonstrate that they have acquired certain understandings, abilities, and
attitudes (Cakir, 2006,156):

- The ways of behavior allowed by the society ;

- Social variables, age, gender (male or female), social class,
geography (place of residence) affects the way people speak and
behave. ,

Teaching culture aims at introducing different values of the different
target language (English) increasing the awareness of the learners, and
developing their curiosity towards the target culture. Besides, learners are to
be helped to make comparisons between cultures in order to enrich their
experience and let them know about the diversity among cultures. (Cakir,
160).
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