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Abstract

This paper tries to examine the nature of the relationship between mass media and
political stability vis-a-vis the powerful influence of the media on public opinion and
all walks of life — particularly in today's highly sophisticated communications and the
technologically advanced media. The paper discusses a central question: How do mass
media reinforce political stability? It believes that media could achieve that by
addressing such destabilizing factors as: the discourse of hatred, fanaticism, extremism,
racism and tribalism. On the other hand that could also be realized by media efforts in
disseminating the values of tolerance, the culture of peace and boosting peaceful
coexistence. The paper explains how do the media mechanisms work in tackling the
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problem of instability — notably through the positive impacting on perception and,
hence, framing the image to shape proper political culture and sound behavior.
However, the effective and positive role of the media in reinforcing political stability
presupposes a functioning under a 'democratic system'.
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T An analytical technique of "framing’ was developed by social psychologists (Goffman, 1974; Entamn,
1991; Gitlin,1980) to study and explain the role of the news media in defining issues for the public.
Several studies suggested that the concept of ‘framing’ is now more or less established as a field in mass
communication studies. Eltman argued in an often quoted, relatively recent definition of framing, “is to
select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communication text, in such
a way as to promote a particular problem definition, casual interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or
treatment recommendation for the item described”. Images change constantly with experience (p. 226).
Boulding (1969) describes various factors that play an important role in the formulation of national image
in international system...The national image is essentially a historical image-that is an image which
extends through time, backward into a supposedly recorded or perhaps mythological past and forward
into an imagined future. The more conscious a people is of its history, the stronger the national image is
likely to be. For further details see: Canadian Journal of Media Studies, Vol. 2(1), pp. 132 — 136.
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e Abdu Mukhtar Musa, The impact of State on the Press: The Political Role of Sudanow
Magazine Under the Rule of General Numairi, 1969 — 1985 (an unpublished Ph.D. dissertation,
Department of Political Science, University of Khartoum, Khartoum, 2005).

e Abdu Mukhtar Musa, The Coverage of the Gulf War in the Western Media: A Survey Method
on the US Newsweek - A Content Analysis Approach (A Master Thesis in Political Science,
Department of Political Science, University of Khartoum, 1995).

e Albert C. Gunther, Biased Press or Biased Public, Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. 56, No. 2,
1992.

e Canadian Journal of Media Studies, Vol. 2(1).
e  Culture of Peace, UNESCO Publishing, Printed in France, 1% edition, 1997, p. 16.
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